
1 Agricultural activity means farming activities conducted as part of a recognized commercial enterprise, including: plowing, tillage, cropping, installation of best management practices, seeding, cultivating, and harvesting for production of food and fiber 
products (except commercial logging and timber harvesting operations), the grazing and raising of livestock, aquaculture, sod production, and the cultivation of orchard, nursery, and other products. 

2 Contact Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services to determine that the project does not need a sediment control permit. 

3 For an agricultural activity to be exempt from submitting a Forest Conservation Plan, the activity must meet all conditions under Section 19-2(b)(2) and Section 22A-5(b).  

Forest Conservation Law Decision Tree for Agricultural Activities 
This document is meant for use before the beginning of an activity. There are different requirements for if there is a violation on the property.  

 

 

Does Forest Conservation Law Apply to you?
Answer "Yes" if any of the following situation 
applies:
(1) Submitting a development plan on any size 
parcel 
(2) Submitting a special exception or 
conditional use on a tract of land 40,000 
square feet or larger
(3) Submitting a mandatory referral or a park 
developement plan on tract of land 40,000 
square feet or larger
(4) Required to obtain a sediment control 
permit on a tract of land 40,000 square feet or 
larger
(5) Cutting, clearing or grading 5,000 square 
feet or more of forest 
(6) Cutting, clearing or grading a Champion 
Tree.

Yes, the law applies to me

Does your agricultural activity qualify for an 
exemption from submitting a Forest Conservation 
Plan?
Answer "Yes" if ALL of the following is true:
(1) The project is an agricultural activity, as defined in 
Chapter 22-A(3)1, 

(2) The project does not need a sediment control 
permit2 under Chapter 19, Section 19-2(b)(2),

(3) the property is intended to remain in commercial 
agriculture for 5 years; and
(4) the agricultural support buildings and related 
activities are built using best management practices.

Yes, the project may qualify for an 
exemption3

Requirements:
Submit a declaration of intent stating that 
the agricultural area will remain in commercial 
agriculture.
Submit a Simplified Natural Resources 
Inventory characterizing the existing natural 
and manmade conditions on your property 
and the surrounding area.
Submit a Tree Save Plan showing what trees 
will be or will not be cut and how retained 
trees will be protected. Plans subject to a tree 
save plan may be required to mitigate for the 
loss of specimen trees.

No, the project does not qualify for 
an exemption

Forest Conservation Plan required.
Requirements:
Submit Natural Resource Inventory/Forest 
Stand Delineation, characterizing the existing 
natural and manmade conditions on the 
property and the surrounding area.
Submit Forest Conservation Plan showing how 
the agricultural activity will comply with the 
Montgomery County Forest Conservation law 
and regulation.

No, the law does not apply to 
me Requirements: None
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