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Long Branch Festival
• Engagement for the Eastern Silver Spring Communities 

Plan began in October 2023. Since then, the planning 
team has been gathering community input at 
community events and meetings, and through online 
surveys and other methods, to learn about what 
community members want to see happen in the Plan 
Area in the next 20 years.

• The planning team returned to the Long Branch 
Festival in 2025 to ask community members to share 
thoughts about initial ideas and work with a graphic 
recording artist to share what they would like to see 
happen in Long Branch.

• The Long Branch Festival is an annual event that seeks 
to celebrate the dynamic neighborhood, businesses, 
and culture of Long Branch.

ESSCP Plan Boundary
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What We've Heard and 
What the Plan can Recommend
To get additional feedback, the planning team shared what they heard 
through engagement so far and what the plan is able to recommend, and 
asked community members: What are we getting right? What are we missing?

Community members have concerns 
about residents and business owners 
having to relocate or being displaced if 
properties are redeveloped after the 
Purple Line opens.

Community members agree with those 
concerns, calling for affordable housing 
and to preserve small businesses. 

Need for affordable and safe 
housing.
 
Community members agreed and 
called for more affordable housing 
in better condition.

Community members want more parks, 
entertainment options, restaurants, 
community services, and ways to get around 
without a car. 

Community members commented that they 
also wanted community gardens, public pools, 
and better access to  parks, among other 
things.

Long Branch is an important destination for those 
who live nearby, for shopping, eating, and visiting the 
library and community center.

Community members listed amenities that they would 
like to see in Long Branch such as better library access, 
community spaces, bike lanes, public toilets, movie 
theatres, and more safety in the parks.
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Types of Land Use Changes
We asked community members what types of changes they would be 
willing to accept in Long Branch, in order to see improvements to 
safety, ways to get around without a car, new amenities and more 
housing that often come through redevelopment. Community 
members were asked to vote yes, maybe or no on the following ideas: 

More housing at institutional properties

Yes, 60%

Maybe, 
25%

No, 10%

Duplexes, triplexes and quadplexes in single-family neighborhoods

Yes, 61%Maybe, 
17%

No, 22%

Small neighborhood retail in single-family neighborhoods 

Yes, 83%

Maybe, 
13%

No, 4%

Taller apartment buildings, with more units

Yes, 70%

Maybe, 
17%

No, 13%

Mixed-use buildings that have retail on the 
first floor and apartments above

Yes, 61%

Maybe, 
22%

No, 13%
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Graphic Recording:
The planning team invited a graphic recording artist to draw what community members shared about what they would like to see change 
and keep in Long Branch over the next 25 years. 

The final artwork 
(left) envisioned 
a Long Branch 
with more 
walkability, 
coffee shops, 
community 
gardens, public 
transit, 
affordable 
housing, and 
access to nature, 
among other 
things.
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Next Steps and Acknowledgments:

• The input gathered at the Long Branch Festival and other 

engagement events will help the planning team develop 

Preliminary Recommendations. These will be shared with 

the community  in Winter 2026, for additional feedback and 

input, before the Working Draft is shared with the Planning 

Board in Fall 2026.

• Thank you to the Long Branch Business League for including 

us in the Long Branch Festival.
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