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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Address: 14 Hesketh Street, Chevy Chase  Meeting Date: 10/8/2025 
 
Resource: Contributing Resource Report Date: 10/1/2025 
 Chevy Chase Village Historic District 
   
Applicant:  Allison Giles Public Notice: 9/18/2025 
 (Jennifer Goon, Agent)  
 
Review: HAWP Tax Credit:  No 
 
Case Number: 1111377 Staff: Laura DiPasquale 
 
Proposal: Window replacement 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the HPC approve with one (1) condition the HAWP application, with final 
approval authority delegated to staff: 

1. The applicants must submit revised specifications and/or keyed elevation photographs correctly 
identifying the line of windows to be used, which should be consistent across a given elevation 
prior to final approval of the HAWP.  

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

 
SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource within the Chevy Chase Village Historic District 
STYLE: Colonial Revival 
DATE: c. 1892-1912 
 

  
Figure 1: The subject property (shown with a yellow star) is located within the Chevy Chase Village Historic 
District. 
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PROPOSAL 
 
The applicant proposes to replace 23 original divided-light wood windows with new Marvin Ultimate 
aluminum-exterior windows on the front elevation and Marvin Elevate fiberglass windows on the side 
and rear elevations. Existing trim is to remain.  
 

 
Figure 2: Front elevation photograph with key numbers to window drawings.  

 
Figure 3: Elevation and plan detail for the existing ganged wood windows vs. the proposed Marvin Signature 
Ultimate aluminum-exterior windows.  
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APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 
 
When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Chevy Chase Village Historic District 
several documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. 
These documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved and adopted 
amendment for the Chevy Chase Village Historic District (Guidelines), Montgomery County Code 
Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards).  
The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below. 
 
Chevy Chase Village Historic District Guidelines  
 
The Guidelines state five basic policies that should be adhered to, including: 

1. Preserving the integrity of the Chevy Chase Village Historic District. Any alterations should, at a 
minimum, perpetuate the ability to perceive the sense of time and place portrayed by the district. 

2. Preserving the integrity of contributing structures. Alterations should be designed in such a way 
that the altered structure still contributes to the district. 

3. Maintaining the variety of architectural styles and the tradition of architectural excellence. 
4. Design review emphasis should be restricted to changes that will be visible from the front or side 

public right-of-way, or that would be visible in the absence of vegetation or landscaping. 
5. Alterations to the portion of a property that are not visible from the public-right-of-way should be 

subject to a very lenient review.  Most changes to the rear of the properties should be approved as 
a matter of course. 

 
The Guidelines break down specific projects into three levels of review - Lenient, Moderate and Strict 
Scrutiny for Outstanding and Contributing Resources:  
 
“Lenient Scrutiny” means that the emphasis of the review should be on issues of general massing and 
scale, and compatibility with the surrounding streetscape, and should allow for a very liberal 
interpretation of preservation rules.  Most changes should be permitted unless there are major problems 
with massing, scale or compatibility. 

 
“Moderate Scrutiny” involves a higher standard of review than “lenient scrutiny.”  Besides issues of 
massing, scale and compatibility, preserving the integrity of the resource is taken into account.  
Alterations should be designed so that the altered structure still contributes to the district.  Use of 
compatible new materials, rather than the original building materials, should be permitted.  Planned 
changes should be compatible with the structure’s existing design, but should not be required to replicate 
its architectural style. 

 
“Strict Scrutiny” means that the planned changes should be reviewed to insure that the integrity of the 
significant exterior architectural or landscaping features and details is not compromised.  However, strict 
scrutiny should not be “strict in theory but fatal in fact” i.e. it does not mean that there can be no changes 
but simply that the proposed changes should be reviewed with extra care. 
 

o Windows (including window replacement) should be subject to moderate scrutiny if they are 
visible from the public right-of-way, lenient scrutiny if they are not. Addition of compatible 
exterior storm windows should be encouraged, whether visible from the public-right-of-way 
or not.  Vinyl and aluminum windows (other than storm windows) should be discouraged. 

 
Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

 
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements of 
this chapter, if it finds that: 



I.A 

4 
 

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic 
resource within an historic district; or 

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,           
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic 
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the 
purposes of this chapter; or 

(d)  In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district, the 
commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design 
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the 
historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of 
the historic district. 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive 
materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships that characterize a property will 
be avoided. 

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in 
design, color, texture and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be 
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.  

STAFF DISCUSSION 

Staff finds that both the front and side elevations of the subject property are visible from the public right-
of-way and should be subject to moderate scrutiny as detailed in the Guidelines.1 Staff finds that, while 
the applicants have not demonstrated that the windows are in disrepair, as stipulated by Standard 6, a 
Board of Appeals (BOA) decision in 2013 established that the Chevy Chase Guidelines anticipated 
window replacement and that aluminum-clad wood windows should be allowed under the moderate 
scrutiny standard, provided the alterations are such that the property still contributes to the district. Staff 
further finds that per Chapter 24A.04.01.01, 1.5(b) of the Code of Montgomery County Regulations, 
“where guidance in an applicable master plan, sector plan, or functional master plan is inconsistent with 
the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for Rehabilitation, the master plan guidance shall 
take precedence.”2 

Owing to the subframe, subsill, and screen clip of the proposed windows, the proposed inserts will not sit 
precisely in the same plane as the existing sash and will reduce the daylight opening of the windows by 
approximately 1 inch on all sides, with the greatest differences at the side and bottom rails. The bottom of 
the proposed meeting rail aligns with that of the existing meeting rail, but the proposed meeting rail is 
slightly taller than the existing. The plane of the proposed sash will shift forward approximately ½ inch so 
that the front of sash aligns with the existing stop, rather than being set behind it. Staff noted to the 

 
1 In 2013, the Board of Appeals (BOA) for Montgomery County granted an appeal by the owner of 22 Hesketh Street against the 
HPC for denying HAWP #613692, which requested approval to replace 14 original wood windows and two sets of doors on a 
Contributing property in the Chevy Chase Village Historic District. The BOA found that the Guidelines anticipate the 
replacement of windows that are visible from the public right-of-way, and concluded that “the proposed replacement windows 
and doors, fabricated of wood with aluminum cladding, are not prohibited by the Chevy Chase Guidelines and should be allowed 
under the moderate scrutiny standard. The Board finds that the moderate scrutiny standard specifically contemplates alterations, 
and states that alterations should be designed ‘so that the altered structure still contributes to the district.’” 
https://mcatlas.org/filetransfer/HistoricPreservation/Temp%20Files/22%20Hesketh%20Street,%20Chevy%20Chase%20Appeal
%20%20-%20A-6402%20Decision.pdf  
2 Code of Montgomery County Regulations, (COMCOR 24A.04.01), Historic Preservation Commission Rules, Guidelines, and 
Procedures: https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/HPC-Executive-Regulations-UPDATED-2022.pdf  

https://mcatlas.org/filetransfer/HistoricPreservation/Temp%20Files/22%20Hesketh%20Street,%20Chevy%20Chase%20Appeal%20%20-%20A-6402%20Decision.pdf
https://mcatlas.org/filetransfer/HistoricPreservation/Temp%20Files/22%20Hesketh%20Street,%20Chevy%20Chase%20Appeal%20%20-%20A-6402%20Decision.pdf
https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/HPC-Executive-Regulations-UPDATED-2022.pdf
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applicants that there is a gap shown between the proposed insert and existing stop molding. The proposed 
jamb detail appears to show a piece of aluminum capping but the head detail does not. The applicants 
have confirmed by email that there will be “minimum capping to cover the gaps – we will not do any 
capping over the exterior trim.”  

 

Figure 4: Existing and proposed window elevations (typical). The red lines show the differences in in alignment 
of the top, meeting, and bottom rails.  
 

 

Figure 5: Existing and proposed window plans. The red line shows the shifting of the sash plane slightly forward 
in the opening.  
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Figure 6: Existing versus proposed installation details. The red lines show the build down of the openings along 
the side rails.  
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Figure 7: Existing vs. proposed vertical window sections.  
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Regarding materials, the Guidelines discourage the use of vinyl and aluminum windows. Staff finds that 
Marvin’s Ultimate line is marketed as an aluminum-clad system; however it is not a true clad-window, 
but rather has an aluminum exterior and wood interior. The Elevate line has a fiberglass exterior and 
wood interior. Staff finds that the proposed windows generally approximate the putty glazing of a 
traditional wood window, although the Ultimate muntins have an additional step that is not typically 
found in putty glazing.  

 
Figure 8: Sample section of the Marvin Ultimate aluminum-exterior window (Historic Preservation Office).  



I.A 

9 
 

 
Figure 9: Sample of the proposed Marvin Elevate fiberglass window (Historic Preservation Office).  

Staff finds that, while the proposed windows do not precisely match the windows in dimensions, 
installation, or materials, they approximate those elements and replicate the overall pane configuration of 
the existing divided-light windows. As such, staff finds that the proposal will retain the historic character 
of the property, satisfying Standard 2, and will not substantially alter the exterior features of the historic 
resource, and are compatible under moderate scrutiny, consistent with the Guidelines and 24A-8(b)(1) 
and (2).  

Staff notes that the written project description identifies the 14 windows on the front of the home as being 
replaced with Marvin Signature Ultimate aluminum-exterior windows, with the remaining 9 windows 
proposed for replacement on the side and rear elevations with Marvin Elevate fiberglass-exterior 
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windows. Staff notes, however, that the window specifications only key to 6 front windows as being 
replaced with Marvin Ultimate (W1, 2, 3, 7, 8, and 9), while W16, 17, 20, 21, 23, 26, 27, and 28 are 
shown as Elevate. Staff recommends that the applicants submit revised materials correctly identifying the 
locations and proposed window lines so that there is consistency in the replacement across each given 
elevation.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission approve with one (1) condition the HAWP, with final approval 
authority delegated to staff:  

1. The applicants must submit revised specifications and/or keyed elevation photographs correctly 
identifying the line of windows to be used, which should be consistent across a given elevation 
prior to final approval of the HAWP.  

 
under the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2), and the Chevy Chase Village Historic 
District Guidelines, having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of the 
historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A;  
 
and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2; 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall present an electronic set of drawings, if 
applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 
 
and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 
application at staff’s discretion; 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will 
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-495-2167 or 
laura.dipasquale@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 
 
 
 

mailto:laura.dipasquale@montgomeryplanning.org






Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures, 
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:



Work Item 1:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 2:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 3:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:



HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 
CHECKLIST OF 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

 Required 
Attachments 

      

 
Proposed 
Work 

I. Written 
Description 

2. Site Plan 3. Plans/ 
Elevations 

4. Material 
Specifications 

5. Photographs 6. Tree Survey 7. Property 
Owner 
Addresses 

 
New 
Construction 

 
* * * 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Additions/ 
Alterations 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Demolition 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Deck/Porch 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

*  
* 

 
Fence/Wall 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Driveway/ 
Parking Area 

 
* 

 
* 

  
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

Grading/Exc
avation/Land
scaing 

* * 
 

* * * * 

 
Tree Removal * * 

  
* * * * 

 
Siding/ Roof 
Changes 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

  
* 

Window/ 
Door Changes * * * * * 

 
* 

 
Masonry 
Repair/ 
Repoint 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* * 

 

* 

 
Signs 

 
* * * 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
 

    



 
 
 

Project Description 

Address: 14 Hekseth St Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

Homeowner: Allison Giles 

Alco will install 23 Insert Replacement windows. The windows on the front of the home (14 

Windows) that are visible from the street will be Marvin Signature. The Marvin Signature 

windows are Wood Interior/ Aluminum Clad exterior. The other 9 windows on the side and rear 

of the home will be Marvin Elevate windows. Marvin Elevate windows are Wood interior/ 

Fiberglass exterior. The new windows will be white to match the existing windows and will have 

7/8” Simulated divided light grids in patterns to match what is on the home. As this is an insert 

replacement job, all existing exterior trim will remain. All windows will be the same style as the 

windows that they are replacing.  
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Marc Elrich
 County Executive

Rabbiah Sabbakhan 
Director

HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT APPLICATION 

Application Date: 4/1/2025

Application No: 1111377
 AP Type: HISTORIC 

 Customer No: 1461541

2425 Reedie Drive, 7th Floor. Wheaton. MD 20902. (240)777-0311. (240)777-6256 TTY
 

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dps

 

DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES
 
 

 
 

Affidavit Acknowledgement
The Contractor is the Primary applicant authorized by the property owner 

 This application does not violate any covenants and deed restrictions
 
 
Primary Applicant Information

Address 14 HESKETH ST
 CHEVY CHASE, MD 20815

Othercontact Alco Products Company (Primary)
 
 
Historic Area Work Permit Details
Work Type RESREP
Scope of Work Replace 26 Windows with Marvin Elevate
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