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Community Visioning, Spring 2025

Engagement for the Eastern Silver Spring Communities Plan began in October 2023.
After gathering community input throughout the entire Plan Area, the planning team
held a series of conversations in the spring of 2025 focused on the three corridors
within the Plan Area: New Hampshire Avenue, University Boulevard and Colesville

Road.

Though each event followed a similar format, each event was tailored to the specific
area. The planning team collaborated with neighborhood organizations to choose the
date, time and location of each event and promote the event within their community.

All materials were available in both English and Spanish. Spanish speaking staff
members and consultants provided live interpretation at every event.
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Community Conversation

This meeting began with a short, overview presentation to explain what a master
planis, and the process Montgomery Planning follows to create each master plan.

After the presentation, community members were divided into small groups to move
through three interactive visioning stations focused on the following topics:

Change & Parks &

in .
gf:tmg growth community

e : Parques e
Movilizacion Cambios y instaliciones

crecimiento comunitarias
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Who Lives Here:

Franklin
Knolls

* The area around University Boulevard
IS approximately 35% Black/ African
American, 24% White, 19%Asian, 17%
Hispanic/Latino, and 5% other races.

* 549% of people speak a language

Montgome f o

other than English at home Y L ol

* 75% of housing units in this area are
owned and 25% are rented

" M-NCPPC Parks

Data from 2017-2021 American Community Survey for Census block 47 N ) A . .
groups: 240317021011, 240317021012, 240317021014, 240317022001, dh—. -« TG i N &
240317022002. — 1% D\ g > £\

Neighborhoods along University Boulevard between the Capital Beltway and Piney Branch Road
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Who We Heard From:

e 49 community members
* Almost all were homeowners from the Clifton Park, Montgomery Knolls,
and Franklin Knolls neighborhoods.

Race of Participants
Languages Spoken at Home

Age of Participants
Other, 13% 14

13
12
Asian, 3%
10
9
Two or more
races, 5% 8
6
Latinx or 4
Hispanic, 8%
. 2
African 1 1
American/ Black,
0
. H B

5%
Under 18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-64 65+

13
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Cha nge & This station focused on getting feedback on the

type and scale of potential growth community
members would like to see along University
Boulevard the next 25 years.

growth

Cambios y
crecimiento
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Community Priorities

WHAT DOES YOUR COMMUNITY NEED MOST?
(/QUE ES LO QUE MAS NECESITA SU COMUNIDAD?

Over the last year, we've been asking community members to prioritize

We asked each group of
community members to '
prioritize what their community
needs most. All groups
mentioned ways to get around .
without a car, and many e
wanted more housing and
places to shop. Groups also TG 0
mentioned wanting more parks il L
and community services.

WHAT DOES YOUR COMMUNITY NEED MOST?
¢QUE ES LO QUE MAS NECESITA SU COMUNIDAD?

comunidad que prioricen lo que su comunidad mds necesita. Esto es lo que
escuchamos de las personas que viven en esta drea.

The priorities of each group are
shown on the right.

Change &
growth

Cambios y
WHAT DOES YOUR COMMUNITY NEED MOST? T
;QUE ES LO QUE MAS NECESITA SU COMUNIDAD?

Over the last year, we’ve been asking community members to prioritize
what your community needs most. This is what we heard from people

who live in this area.

Durante el tltimo afio, hemos estado pidiendo a los miempros dela
comunidad que prioricen lo que su comunidad mds necesita. Esto es
escuchamos de las personas que viven en esta dred.

lo que

?
WHAT DOES YOUR COMMUNITY NEED MOSTD.?
/QUEESLO QUE MAS NECESITA SU COMUNIDAD:

Over the last year, we've been asking community members to prioritize
what your community needs most. This is what we heard from people

who live in this area.

Durante el tiltimo afio, hemos estado pidiendo a los miembros de la
comunidad que prioricen lo que su comunidad mds necesita. Esto es lo que
escuchamos de las personas que viven en esta drea.

ESSCP University Boulevard Community Conversation Summary
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Change &
growth

Building Types

After determining their priorities as a group, each community member had the Cambios y
opportunity to build their own block along University Boulevard, using four different crecimiento

building types. Each participant was given a blank block and were asked to imagine Plex  2-StoryBuilding 2-3 Story Building 46 Story Building

what types of development would be appropriate in the future. Staff explained what
types of buildings could potentially be built along University Boulevard, what they
could look like, and scenarios of what could be included within them. The four building
types are displayed below:

éHIHHIIIIH}QH

-5
9 9 o
&a\'ef',"’

*‘\\\A\y{?fg‘t. — \D m\ [ &0 0 [

I 1 o
e
|
o - - Building diagram |
Building diagram Plan view |
Plan view
. What cou )
Duplex I— Mixed-use Corner store or neighborhood- Neighborhood- Mixed-use Neighborhood retail on the ground Neighborhood-serving Mixed-use small  Small grocery store on ground floor,
shown above right shown above serving retail on ground floor, IS::;:SE retail could shown above floor, 10 apartment units above retail could include: grocery store 50-75 residential units above
{; R\ ~ . . P 2 N\
{or) 2-4 resmie\nual units above i N (oR). e — {(or)
. . . . T il 1 Y vl
(Trlplex 3 residential units ) (QR,’ « Nailsalon ( Residential 6 townhome units ) g gagsalohn Mixed-use with Several shops and a restaurant on
{or) Residential ~ 4-6 residential units  Coffee shop {or) B neighborhood retail ground floor,
— \o + Daycare — S — + Daycare shown above 50-75 residential units above
Quadplex 4 residential units Residentia 20 apartment units (’OR\)
shown above left S Plan view
. a2 ‘ i first two floors,
( What could it look like? ) public facility 50-60 residential units above
%“ 5 HEE
g p L i — A e ) »
b . = L &
i Plex |
- Ple; e
2-Story Im ] : o
building NI F
“ E f 2-Story
S F.ni | building
. 2-3 Story
2-3 Story 2-3 Story building 1
building building TR

4-6 Story building

4-6 Story building 4-6 Story building

™4 ESSCP University Boulevard Community Conversation Summary 6/3/2025 8




Building Your Block

As you can see, everyone shared a

different vision for what their block

should look like in 25 years. Community
members shared insights about what
was important to them:

« Approximately 65% of participants
designed a block with new building
types, while 35% wanted no
change.

* Most people preferred a mix of
building types with medium
density options being the most
popular.

« Community members shared the
importance of preserving green
space in any future blocks, as well
as the desire for retail and parking

to be inCIUdEd. PP Ry S i . A‘.‘ - < = B, : = ;' A - ,- . 7 )7“~ A
The images shown above are a small collection of the blocks created at this event.

I W4 ESSCP University Boulevard Community Conversation Summary 6/3/2025 9



At this station, community members were asked to share how
Pa I'kS & we can improve their existing parks and public spaces along

University Boulevard, as well as their thoughts on locations for
new parks.

community
facilities

Parques e
instaliciones
comunitarias
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Parks &
community
facilities

Potential Locations for New Park Spaces @

To address the lack of programmed park spaces east of University Boulevard, the planning team asked community members to ,-,,’Z‘{Qj’,-’;fj,,?s
share their opinions about four potential sites for new parks.

Overall, community members shared a desire for a system of smaller, connected parks within the neighborhood where kids could
bike. Community members also welcomed wayfinding and stewardship signage at each site.

 For the larger sites on McAlpine Rd. (A) and Weaver
St. (C):
 Community members appreciated the open
spaces that were already there, and some
suggested that they would be good places for

(B) . | ' benches, shaded structures, more trees, or

McAlpine Road (0.48 acre) E. Melbourne Avenue (0.15 acre) small play equipment.
Owned by Montgomery Parks Owned by Montgomery Parks « At E. Melbourne St. ( B):

 Community members wanted a
neighborhood-scale amenity within walking
distance.

« At Linton St. site(D):

0 3 0 __ * The area links part of the community to

i e : Montgomery Knolls Elementary School.
Weaver Street (0.5 acre) Linton Street (0.1 acre)

Owned by Althea Woodland Owned by Montgomery County Community members suggested some
Nursing Home benches or shade structures at this location.
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Amenities for New Park Spaces

Community members were asked to share what types of potential amenities they would like to see in
new park spaces. Most people desired better connectivity between the parks and community spaces the
plan area, including fields. Within their neighborhoods, they also highlighted a need for more
community gathering spaces that feel safe and welcoming, in addition to benches, shade
structures/trees, play areas that blend with nature, community gardens, and places to experience
nature.

o - i s o oy 2 .II.'\. A d e ey i,
Example of a shaded bench, shared with the community Example of a nature-inspired playspace Example of picnic tables as a place to gather

Parks &
community
facilities

o)

Parques e
instaliciones
comunitarias
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® At the third station, community members were asked to share
Gettl I'Ig their ideas about ways to improve how they get around

University Boulevard.
around ~

St

Movilizacion
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What We Heard

To begin the discussion on
transportation, we started by
presenting community members
feedback collected at previous
community engagement events
and asked them to add
additional feedback about the
current conditions.

We heard additional concerns

about University Boulevard

including:

« Speeding along University
Boulevard.

* Need to improve sightlines.

» Safer crossings needed.

"4 ESSCP University Boulevard Community Conversation Summary

Getting
around

=3

Movilizacion

i TODAY, GETTING AROUND UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD CAN BE TRICKY!

Here’s what we’ve heard so far from your community about your experiences.

. __j - -d-_'—/
wH e 5
ey o f’ \ r\
= CEETIAL ar 2 el
Sl VS L RV e
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Getting
around

=3

Movilizacion

Creating Solutions Together

After identifying some of the challenges along University
Boulevard today, we asked for community members’ help
in identifying potential solutions to address those

challenges. Using cards with potential street improvement Buckingham Ave. & University Blvd.
options on them, each group of community members Community members most wanted to see:
selected their proposed solutions for the intersections. * Traffic calming measures

* Protected sidewalks

The interventions listed were most frequently selected by
community members.

_—— Langley Dr. & University Blvd.
Community members most wanted to see:
. * Protected sidewalks
== o Protected bike lanes :
' » Protected crossings Piney Branch Rd. & University Blvd.
* Traffic calming measures Community members most wanted to see:
* Pedestrian signals « Wider sidewalks
* Speed cameras or stop signs e Protected sidewalks

* Protected bike lanes
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Getting There

This activity asked residents to use color-coded
stickers to show us the areas they would like to be
able to access in the future and their preferred mode
of transportation to get there.

Most people wanted to be able reach destinations
by biking and walking. The most popular
destinations were the Northwest Branch Trail and
Long Branch.

Community members also wanted to:

* Walk to: Northwest Branch Trail, Long Branch, and

Sligo Creek Trail

* Take the bus to: College Park, and Brookside
Gardens

* Bike to: Brookside Gardens, College Park, Takoma
Park, Rock Creek Park, Downtown Silver Spring,
Sligo Creek Trail, Long Branch, Northwest Branch
Trail, Four Corners, and Wheaton

Getting
around
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Acknowledgements and Next Steps

Thank you to Indian Springs Citizens Association, Clifton Park Civic Association, Franklin Knolls
Civic Association and Sligo-Branview Community Association for their work to encourage so
many community members to join this conversation.

The input gathered at each community conversation will help the planning team develop
preliminary recommendations. These will be shared with the community by Winter 2026, for
additional feedback and input, before they are shared with the Planning Board.
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