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Community Visioning, Spring 2025

Engagement for the Eastern Silver Spring Communities Plan began in October 2023.
After gathering community input throughout the entire Plan Area, the planning team
held a series of conversations in the spring of 2025 focused on the three corridors
within the Plan Area: New Hampshire Avenue, University Boulevard and Colesville

Road.

Though each event followed a similar format, each event was tailored to the specific
area. The planning team collaborated with neighborhood organizations to choose the
date, time and location of each event and promote the event within their community.

All materials were available in both English and Spanish. Spanish speaking staff
members and consultants provided live interpretation at every event.
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Community Conversation Format

This meeting began with a short, overview presentation to explain what a master
planis, and the process Montgomery Planning follows to create each master plan.

After the presentation, community members were divided into small groups to move
through three interactive visioning stations focused on the following topics:

Change & Parks &

in :
gf::lncgl growth community

» . Parques e
Movilizacion Cambios y instaliciones
crecimiento comunitarias
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Who Lives Here:

* The area around New Hampshire
Avenue is approximately 56%
Hispanic/Latino, 23% Black/African
American, 13% Asian, 6% White, and
2% other races.

» 78% of people speak a language other
than English at home

Tl

* 75% of housing units in this area are AR R, (T

' - :”1 Plan Bound
Data from 2017-2021 American Community Survey for Census block an Boundary

groups: 240317016011 240317016021, 240317016022, 240317016023, B m-NcPPC parks N _
and 240317016024 (Lo —

Neighborhoods along New Hampshire Ave within the Plan Area

ESSCP New Hampshire Avenue Community Conversation
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Who We Heard From:

e 25 community members

* Almost all participants were homeowners, most from the Oakview neighborhood

Race of Participants Age of Participants Language Spoken at Home

Native
American

Asian 6% 7
6%

Other 11% 5

.
4
4
Hispanic 3
11%
2
2
Black or
African 1 ! !
American . .
22% 0

Under18 18-24  25-34 35-44  45-64 65+

Ambharic
18%

English
67%
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Cha nge & This station focused on getting feedback on the type
and scale of potential growth community members

growth would like to see along New Hampshire Avenue in the
next 25 years.

Cambios y
crecimiento

I M4 ESSCP New Hampshire Avenue Community Conversation
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Change &
growth

Community Priorities By

We asked each group of community members to prioritize what their community needs most. All three Cambios y
groups highlighted a need for ways to get around without a car safely and an outdoor pool. Groups o
also menti.oned parks, destinations like places to shop and restaurants, employment and educational
opportunities as well as community services. The priorities of each group are shown below:

WHAT DOES YOUR COMMUNITY NEED MOST?

Ty NEED MOST? i ) ]
;QUE ES LO QUE MAS NECESITA SU COMUNIDAD?

YOUR COMMUNI 5
WHAT DOES e NECESITASU COMUNIDAD?
Over the last year, we’ve been asking community members to prioritize

;/QUE ESLO QUEM
what your community needs most. This is what we heard from people

e’ve been asking community members to prioritize
A who live in this area.
WHAT DOES YOUR COMMUNITY NEED MOST?

le
ty needs most. This is what we heard from peop
wholliveln SHESIER 2 Durante el dltimo afio, h tado pidiendo a los miembros de | ¢
o iembros de la urante el dltimo afio, hemos estado pidiendo a los miembros de la . .
purante el 4ltimo afio, hemos estado pldle.ndo a lc’Jz Tejcesita £stoes lo que comunidad que prioricen lo que su comunidad mas necesita. Esto es lo que (-QUE ES LO QUE MAS NECES/ TA SU COMUNIDAD ?
oquesu comunidad ma escuchamos de las personas que viven en esta drea. .
Over the last year, we've bee
what your communit

: T Ay
comunidad que priorice ( i
escuchamos de las personas qué viven en estd

who live in this area.

: neecjsn asking c.orpmunity members to prioritize
most. This is what we heard from people

' Durante el ([t P
; ) ultimo qf
idades \ - N0, h o
Lo Cl): A restaurantes ' § % comunidad que priori)ceer[noS estado pidiendo a los miempyo de |
X \ ¥ P = i nlo k s de g
v Sivitnds d escucham que su comunid 2
= os de las per. nidad mds neces;
sonas que viy cesita. Esto es |
en en estq dry oque
ea.

de empleo

TH THESE PRIORITIES? £ DO Y9U AGREE WI RITIES?
i (ESTA DE ACUERDO CON ESTAS PRIORIDADES?

U AGREE WI
o CON ESTAS PRIORIDADES?

C'ESTA DF ACUERDO

three pri'or'l.t'le& g As a group, select your top three priorities.
/s tres prioridades principates. Como grupo, seleccionen sus tres prioridades principales.
DO Yoy p
G [
, DEACT}E;Q‘L;“(;TH THESE]—,HORI
CON EsTas PRIORIB(\ES?
DEs>

¢ESTA
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Change &
growth

Building Types

After determining their priorities as a group, each community member had the Cambios y
opportunity to build their own block along New Hampshire Avenue, using four crecimiento

different building types. Each participant was given a blank block and were asked to
imagine what types of development would be appropriate in the future. Staff explained
what types of buildings could potentially be built along New Hampshire Avenue, what
they could look like, and scenarios of what could be included within them. The four
building types are displayed below:

(nuplex, triplex and quadplex housing ) <4-6 Story Building

19

T E ] —
— i =
e e [SNSSARR i =
i 5
s ) L ‘ : |
‘ |
i @ - Building diagram : E = {
Building diagram Plan view Plan view ) ] N ;
Plan view Building diagram -
| What could fit in this type of building? ) _ (What could fit in this type of building? > <'What,could fitin this type of building? )

AN @

Duplex R Mixed-use Corner store or neighborhood- Neighborhood- Mixed-use  Neighborhood retail on the ground Neighborhood-serving Mixed-use small ~ Small grocery store on ground floor,
shown above right ~ shown above serving retail on ground floor, serving retail could shown above floor, 10 apartment units above ratailéould include: grocery store 50-75 residential units above
{OR) 2-4 residential units above include: () 7\
~ /) « Dry-cleaner ) « Dry-cleaner {or)
. . . . i . . e
(Triplex 3 residential units ) %) « Nailsalon ( Residential 6 townhome units ) ' gagsabh“ Mixed-use with Several shops and a restaurant on
{oR) CResidential 4-6 residential units + Coffee shop {oRY : Dz :aerz ap neighborhood retail ground floor,
= \_/ « Daycare —— NS 4 shown above 50-75 residential units above
37;1;’7 GIZ:V);M 4 residential units esidentia 20 apartment units ‘f\OR‘ [ .
eved Plan view
Co-location of ?ortntmunfilty recreation space on the
( What could it look like? ) publictaciity  Mefoors,
( What could it look like? )
S— ( What could it look like? >
Plex
Plex Ple; =
ex
2-Story
2~Sto_ry building
building g{;ﬁt;i;yc
2-3 Story
2-3 Story 2-3 Story building
building building 2-3 Story
building
4-6 Story building
4-6 Story building 4-6 Story building < Story Bl
4-6 Story building

M4 ESSCP New Hampshire Avenue Community Conversation 4/30/2025 8




Building Your Block

T e
)
|

e

por nwmau TR
E‘"I-'“I,f .

As you can see, everyone shared a e bt b B b
different vision for what their block ‘
should look like in 25 years. Community ’(@. . TWWF' ‘
members shared insights about what i — T
[ ] . ih‘ . 1 3 ) ‘b
was important to them: L ;
P TI | i) {

* Preservation of existing single-
family homes.

COH$ eom sopmo o oW

NEW maIinpsinie Aveiue

* Need for a transition between

s, oy 68

higher denSity bUildings and Single' i l,lslllll-ilJlllillll' e
family homes. g T ;
| R Ot N

« Most participants envisioned a
mixture of building types.

; i : T : gE i

* Amenities along the corridor, P == — i
° ° ° ° ? 4 F F P ]
within walking distance of the e :
neighborhood, such as more trees, —

a community center, and mixed-use ¢
spaces. 4

Plex 2-Story Building 2-3 Story Building 4-6 Story Building i }
?HIHHIH\HJ@H I »

'

goq.loqq !
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At this station, community members were asked to share

how existing parks and public spaces along New
Hampshire Avenue and access to nearby community

facilities could be improved.

Parks &

community
facilities

mi;!:!
i

B
i

12

S Lo | lHH&t&Hﬂlll
I,

< \\4 N/

< R TN *ra

S, ¢ =1 -
A Y
AR LR LELER L

N R =

Parques e
instaliciones

comunitarias }
4/30/2025 10
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Community Facilities

Most visited community How people get there How people would like to

today get there in the future

We asked community members to share which facilities
of the nearby community facilities they used Libraries
most, including libraries, outdoor recreation White Oak Library Drive, take public transit Drive, bike, take public transit

Spaces and indoor recreation Spaces. Silver Spring Library Drive, take public transit Driving

Using colored stickers, each participant added Outdoor Recreation
which mode of transportation they use to get
to these destinations today and how they
would like to be able to get there in the future.

Northwest Branch Trail Walk Walk, bike
Broadacres Park Fields Walk Walk

Indoor Recreation
The responses are summarized in the chart on White Oak Recreation Center | Drive Walk

the right.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES INSTALACIONES COMUNITARIAS
Which community faciliites do you use most? Add a sticker to tell us how you get there.
¢Qué instalaciones comunitarias utiliza mds? Agregue una etiqueta adhesiva para decirnos cémo llega a ellas.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES INSTALACIONES COMUNITARIAS
Which community faciliites do you use most? Add a sticker to tell us how you get there.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES INSTALACIONES COMUNITARIAS

Which community faciliites do you use most? Add a sticker to tell us how you get there.
¢Qué instalaciones comunitarias utiliza mas? Agregue una etiqueta adhesiva para decirnos como llega a ellas.

Library Biblioteca Outdoor Recreation Recreacion en exteriores
nchas de ino

¢Qué instalaciones comunitarias utiliza mds? Agregue una etiqueta adhesiva para decirnos cémo llega a ellas.

Library Biblioteca Outdoor Recreation Recreacion en exteriores

Biblioteca . 2 Biblioteca Bibliotecay "', Elcamine de. Los Campos El Biblioteca y EliCamino'de
e f’b’m;e“’ d: de centro recreativo Northwest ocCa m:has de L::c';;"j“h Camino de centro recreativo Northwest
White Oak OB DEANK Silver Spring comunitario de s Park io L Sligo Creek comunitario de % ro.7 Branch
Library | ubﬁry | Wheaton Library . il ields Trail Wheaton Libra ary Trail

and Community
I, Recreation Center

I
|

¥

Public Transit (Bus, Metro,
Purple Line) Trdnsito piblico
(autobds, metro, linea morada)

-

Public Transit (Bus, Metro,
Purple Line) Trdansito publico
(autobdis, metro, linea morada)

Purple Line) Transito ptiblico
(autobds, metro, linea morada)

[ Centro recreativo.

Walk Caminando . ‘ cx:‘u‘n Bt::‘r :‘ 4'1‘

Centrorecreativo
comunitario de
Long Branch
Community Recreation and
Recreation \ Aquatic Center
Center

ar fe recre eat vo comu ta rio

Long Branch i de Wheaton Libra
[ Community
Recreation

Public Transit (Bus, Metro, i

Walk Caminando 'f

Walk Caminando
Recreation and

Bike Bicicleta Aquatic Center

Bike Bicicleta Center Bike Bicicleta

|
Electric Scooters Scooter eléctrico

’ L ’ I Car Carro

Photos of community facilities responses from each breakout group

Electric Scooters Scooter eléctrico

Electric Scooters Scooter eléctrico

Car Carro

M4 ESSCP New Hampshire Avenue Community Conversation 4/30/2025




Parks &
community

facilities

PLACEMAKING IN PARKS AND PUBLIC SPACES CREACION DE ESPACIOS EN PARQUES Y LUGARES PUBLICOS ;

Parks and Public

What type of places are missing in your neighborhood? Add a sticker to the two types of places, amenities or —

Spa ces features you would most like to see in your neighborhood. instaliciones
;Qué tipo de lugares faltan en su vecindario? Agregue una etiqueta adhesiva a los dos tipos de lugares, SUlIIEEE
comodidades o caracteristicas que mas le gustaria ver en su vecindario. 2 &N 58

In this activity, the

planning team asked Places to experience nature Places to play - @ Public art
community members their Lugares para experimentar la. X i’ Lugares para jugar =N Arte pubhco

opinions on what types of iy
experiences and amenities
they would most like to
see in their local public
spaces and parks.

We learned that people

wanted: Information about where you : <  Places to gather with '*. e Ways to celebrate your
« places to play are and whatyouarenear @ friends and family Z—— " community and culture

Informacion sobre donde se Lugares para reunirse con amigos Formas de celebrar su

encuentra y qué hay cerca y familia

* experience nature _
« gather with friends

and family

¥ comunidad y cultura

I M4 ESSCP New Hampshire Avenue Community Conversation 4/30/2025 12



G tt- At the third station, community members were asked to share
e Ing their ideas about ways to improve how they get around New

around Hampshire Avenue.

St

Movilizacion

I "4 ESSCP New Hampshire Avenue Community Conversation 4/30/2025 13



Getting
around

=

— SLE
What We Heard IO Y. | ’.T‘%TG AROUND NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE CAN BE TRICKY! &g'ﬂ
; =5/

Helose (*"ﬂ) 2’ve gearxd so far from your community about your experiences.
PRE S rzk "
Tewd <S04 (0 \ p Movilizacion

To begin the discussion on
transportation, we started by
presenting feedback collected at
previous community

Centro comercial
Hillandale

Shopping Center J

[‘l; §

o ?"';4.2(‘-"
Feed f f"Tr. 2

12

S

At o -— g "y
e
o ¢ "' 5C(1'p“,8 ¥ .::: .""tl.-
- Y _ ®ug g
# . VoS /defl% on -,: - .":d’-..u

School

engagement events. e Pl ,
« Ylocding \\:OC'( WAYS, S huenar _Chateau
v C.U('\O-%Q 0~I5 \ -"‘:. (A o v L : : ‘Apar:menu

% 495 P ‘r\'o \ , s . / artameqtc:‘sﬁd.e

SR e Moo tiRl L2 e e e ~ e

&\::‘\h\%'\:\\cz}m \ane | rey -.;::; . B e '“‘“fv

° . .' ¥ é

We heard additional concerns N

S LB
from community members & HE
about New Hampshire Avenue

including:
* Flooding near the 495 e ]
interchange. &

L XU of

4 : s te T

g o (’“‘”-eu}.&""% Y ocd i

m""-ﬁ*ﬁ H‘L"V\Plﬂsh‘}ptl / Oy

o A TR
b, YN

* Pedestrian crossings
needing more time.

* Alack of adequate street
lighting.

1000

2000 Feet ‘.

4 ESSCP New Hampshire Avenue Community Conversation 4/30/2025 14




Getting
around

Creating Solutions Together &%@
==

After identifying some of the challenges along New Hampshire Avenue today, we asked for community Movilizacién
members’ help in identifying potential solutions to address those challenges. Using cards with potential
street improvement options on them, each group of community members selected their proposed solutions

for the intersections, which are displayed below:

e
Cud’
= f

New Hampshire Avenue & Oakview Drive
Community members wanted to see:

* Better lighting

* Traffic calming measures

One team identifying solutions for an

New Hampshire Avenue & Capital Beltway intersection
Community members wanted to see:

* Better lighting

» Traffic calming measures

* Protected bike lanes

ESSCP New Hampshire Avenue Community Conversation 4/30/2025 15



Getting
around

=3

Getting There

This activity asked residents to use color-
coded stickers to show us the areas they
would like to be able to access in the future

Movilizacion
GETTING THERE! ;LLEGANDO!
What other destinations do you wish were easier to get to? How would you like to get there?

and their preferred type of transportation to ¢A qué otros destinos le gustaria que fuera mds fécil llegar? ;Cémo le gustaria llegar alli?
get there.
Mark your destinations on the
° map and note how you want to
Community members most wanted get there using the appropriate
o o o color sticker!
improved connections for all transportation \
modes to Hillandale. They also want to be o e T
. allf utilizando la etiqueta adhesiva ~ |*

d b le tO. del color adecuadc;. ;
« Walk to: Northwest Branch Park, Hillandale, Public Transit

a nd Long Bra nch (Bus, Metro, Purple Line) .=

Trdnsito publico
. (autobus, metro,

* Drive to: Langley Park, College Park, ey

Wheaton

Walk
. . . Caminando
* Take public transit to: Downtown Silver
1 H Bike

Spring and Washington, D.C. ——
* Bike to: Four Corners, Sligo Creek Trail, Electric Scooters

Takoma Park, Northwest Branch trail, S pe T B

Hillandale, White Oak, College Park, and il AL 2 8 - —

Long Branch . o

M4 ESSCP New Hampshire Avenue Community Conversation 4/30/2025 16



Acknowledgements and Next Steps

Thank you to the Oakview Community Association for their work to encourage so many
community members to join this conversation.

The input gathered at each community conversation will help the planning team

develop preliminary recommendations. These will be shared with the community by

Winter 2026, for additional feedback and input, before they are shared with the
Planning Board.
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