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April 30, 2025

Eastern Silver Spring Communities Plan
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Community Visioning, Spring 2025
Engagement for the Eastern Silver Spring Communities Plan began in October 2023. 
After gathering community input throughout the entire Plan Area, the planning team 
held  a series of conversations in the spring of 2025 focused on the three corridors 
within the Plan Area: New Hampshire Avenue, University Boulevard and Colesville 
Road.

Though each event followed a similar format, each event was tailored to the specific 
area. The planning team collaborated with neighborhood organizations to choose the 
date, time and location of each event and promote the event within their community. 

All materials were available in both English and Spanish. Spanish speaking staff 
members and consultants provided live interpretation at every event. 
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Community Conversation Format 
This meeting began with a short, overview presentation to explain what a master 
plan is, and the process Montgomery Planning follows to create each master plan. 

After the presentation, community members were divided into small groups to move 
through three interactive visioning stations focused on the following topics: 
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Who Lives Here:
• The area around New Hampshire 

Avenue is approximately 56% 
Hispanic/Latino, 23% Black/African 
American, 13% Asian, 6% White, and 
2% other races.

• 78% of people speak a language other 
than English at home

• 75% of housing units in this area are 
owned and 25% are rented

Neighborhoods along New Hampshire Ave within the Plan Area

Data from 2017-2021 American Community Survey for Census block 
groups: 240317016011  240317016021, 240317016022, 240317016023, 
and 240317016024 
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Who We Heard From:
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• 25 community members

• Almost all participants were homeowners, most from the Oakview neighborhood
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This station focused on getting feedback on the type 
and scale of potential growth community members 
would like to see along New Hampshire Avenue in the 
next 25 years.  
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Community Priorities

We asked each group of community members to prioritize what their community needs most. All three 
groups highlighted a need for ways to get around without a car safely and an outdoor pool. Groups 
also mentioned parks, destinations like places to shop and restaurants, employment and educational 
opportunities as well as community services. The priorities of each group are shown below:
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Building Types
After determining their priorities as a group, each community member had the 
opportunity to build their own block along New Hampshire Avenue, using four 
different building types. Each participant was given a blank block and were asked to 
imagine what types of development would be appropriate in the future. Staff explained 
what types of buildings could potentially be built along New Hampshire Avenue, what 
they could look like, and scenarios of what could be included within them. The four 
building types are displayed below:
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Building Your Block

As you can see, everyone shared a 
different vision for what their block 
should look like in 25 years. Community 
members shared insights about what 
was important to them: 

• Preservation of existing single-
family homes.

• Need for a transition between 
higher density buildings and single-
family homes.

• Most participants envisioned a 
mixture of building types.

• Amenities along the corridor, 
within walking distance of the 
neighborhood, such as more trees, 
a community center, and mixed-use 
spaces.
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At this station, community members were asked to share 
how existing parks and public spaces along New 
Hampshire Avenue and access to nearby community 
facilities could be improved.
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Community Facilities 
We asked community members to share which 
of the nearby community facilities they used 
most, including libraries, outdoor recreation 
spaces and indoor recreation spaces. 

Using colored stickers, each participant added 
which mode of transportation they use to get 
to these destinations today and how they 
would like to be able to get there in the future. 

The responses are summarized in the chart on 
the right.

Most visited community 
facilities

How people get there 
today

How people would like to 
get there in the future

Libraries

White Oak Library Drive, take public transit Drive, bike, take public transit

Silver Spring Library Drive, take public transit Driving

Outdoor Recreation

Northwest Branch Trail Walk Walk, bike

Broadacres Park Fields Walk Walk 

Indoor Recreation

White Oak Recreation Center Drive Walk

Photos of community facilities responses from each breakout group
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Parks and Public 
Spaces

In this activity, the 
planning team asked 
community members their 
opinions on what types of 
experiences and amenities 
they would most like to 
see in their local public 
spaces and parks. 

We learned that people  
wanted: 
• places to play
• experience nature
• gather with friends 

and family
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At the third station, community members were asked to share 
their ideas about ways to improve how they get around New 
Hampshire Avenue.
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What We Heard 

To begin the discussion on 
transportation, we started by 
presenting feedback collected at 
previous community 
engagement events.

We heard additional concerns 
from community members 
about New Hampshire Avenue 
including:
• Flooding near the 495 

interchange.
• Pedestrian crossings 

needing more time.
• A lack of adequate street 

lighting.
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Creating Solutions Together
After identifying some of the challenges along New Hampshire Avenue today, we asked for community 
members’ help in identifying potential solutions to address those challenges. Using cards with potential 
street improvement options on them, each group of community members selected their proposed solutions 
for the intersections, which are displayed below:

New Hampshire Avenue & Oakview Drive
Community members wanted to see:
• Better lighting
• Traffic calming measures 

At the Oakview 
Drive and New 
Hampshire 
Avenue 
intersection:

New Hampshire Avenue & Capital Beltway
Community members wanted to see:
• Better lighting
• Traffic calming measures 
• Protected bike lanes

One team identifying solutions for an 
intersection
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Getting There
This activity asked residents to use color-
coded stickers to show us the areas they 
would like to be able to access in the future 
and their preferred type of transportation to 
get there. 

Community members most wanted 
improved connections for all transportation 
modes to Hillandale. They also want to be 
able to:  

• Walk to: Northwest Branch Park, Hillandale, 
and Long Branch

• Drive to: Langley Park, College Park, 
Wheaton

• Take public transit to: Downtown Silver 
Spring and Washington, D.C.

• Bike to: Four Corners, Sligo Creek Trail, 
Takoma Park, Northwest Branch trail, 
Hillandale, White Oak, College Park, and 
Long Branch
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Thank you to the Oakview Community Association for their work to encourage so many 
community members to join this conversation. 

The input gathered at each community conversation will help the planning team 
develop preliminary recommendations. These will be shared with the community by 
Winter 2026, for additional feedback and input, before they are shared with the 
Planning Board. 
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