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Community Visioning, Spring 2025
Engagement for the Eastern Silver Spring Communities Plan began in October 2023. 
After gathering community input throughout the entire Plan Area, the planning team 
held  a series of conversations in the spring of 2025 focused on the three corridors 
within the Plan Area: New Hampshire Avenue, University Boulevard and Colesville 
Road. 

Though each event followed a similar format, each event was tailored to the specific 
area. The planning team collaborated with neighborhood organizations to choose the 
date, time and location of each event and promote the event within their community. 

All materials were available in both English and Spanish. Spanish speaking staff 
members and consultants provided live interpretation at every event. 
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Community Conversation
This meeting began with a short, overview presentation to explain what a master 
plan is, and the process Montgomery Planning follows to create each master plan. 

After the presentation, community members were divided into small groups to move 
through three interactive visioning stations focused on the following topics: 
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Area Background:

• The area around Colesville Road is 
approximately 74% White, 10% African 
American/Black, 9% Hispanic/Latino, 
6% Other Races, and 2% Asian

• 7% of people speak a language other 
than English at home

• 93% of housing units in this area are 
owned and 7% are rented

Neighborhoods along Colesville Road within the Plan Area

Data from 2017-2021 American Community Survey for 
Census block groups: 240317022003, 240317022004, and 
240317023022 
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Who We Heard From:
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• 19 community members attended this event
• Almost all of them were homeowners, predominantly from the North Hills of Sligo 

Creek and Seven Oaks-Evanswood neighborhoods
• All reported speaking English at home
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This station focused on getting feedback on the 
type and scale of potential growth community 
members would like to see along Colesville Road 
in the next 25 years.  
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Community Priorities

We asked both groups of community members to prioritize what their community needs most. Both 
groups wanted better ways to get around without a car, as well as more parks. Diverse 
commercial spaces and more moderate and affordable housing were also mentioned. The 
priorities of each group are shown below.
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Building Types
After determining their priorities as a group, each community member had the 
opportunity to build their own block along Colesville Road, using four different 
building types. Each participant was given a blank block and were asked to imagine 
what types of development would be appropriate in the future. Staff explained what 
types of buildings could potentially be built along Colesville Road, what they could 
look like, and scenarios of what could be included within them. The four building types 
are displayed below:
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Building Your Block
As you can see, everyone 
shared a different vision for 
what their block should look 
like in 25 years. Community 
members shared insights 
about what was important to 
them: 

• Approximately 60% 
designed a block with new 
building types, while 40% 
wanted no change. 

• Most people preferred a 
mix of building types and 
sizes on their lot, with 
lower density options 
being the most popular.

• Community members 
shared concerns about 
preserving green spaces 
and increased traffic due 
to more housing.
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At this station, community members were asked to share how 
existing parks and public spaces along Colesville Road and 
access to nearby community facilities can be improved.
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Hastings Neighborhood Conservation Area

The planning team asked for specific feedback on an 
existing green space owned by Montgomery Parks 
along Colesville Road, the Hastings Neighborhood 
Conservation Area. 

Community members shared that:

• People have a hard time accessing the park due 
to its location.

• There is a need for more storm water 
management to manage flooding in the park.

• People would like to see amenities added to the 
park, such as:

• More trees
• Artwork
• Benches
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Parks and Public Spaces

In this activity, the planning team 
asked community members their 
opinions on what types of experiences 
and amenities they would most like to 
see in their local public spaces and 
parks. 

• Community members ranked 
places to experience nature, 
places to play, and places to 
gather with friends and family 
among their highest priorities.

• Many people wanted to preserve 
the greenspaces that currently 
exist in the area.
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At the third station, community members were asked to share 
their ideas about ways to improve how they get around 
Colesville Road.



ESSCP Colesville Road Community Conversation Summary 5/14/2025 14

What We Heard 

To begin the discussion on transportation, 
we presented community members with 
feedback collected at previous community 
engagement events about the corridor. 

Community members shared concerns 
about:
• The lack of bus stops 
• Difficulties getting around the area
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Creating Solutions Together
After identifying some of the challenges along Colesville Road today, we asked for community members’ help in 
identifying potential solutions to address those challenges. Using cards with potential street improvement options on 
them, both groups of community members selected their proposed solutions for the intersections, shown below.

Colesville Road & Capital 
Beltway Interchange
Community members wanted to see:
• Better lighting
• Wider and more protected 

sidewalks
• Protected crossings
• Speed/red light cameras

Colesville Road & 
Franklin Avenue
Community members wanted to see:
• Street trees
• Protected sidewalks
• Traffic calming measures
• A crossing island

Colesville Road & 
Sligo Creek Parkway
Community members wanted to see:
• Lighting
• Traffic calming measures
• Protected bike lanes
• A crossing island
• A protected island
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Getting There
This activity asked residents to use color-coded stickers to 
show us the areas they would like to be able to access in 
the future and their preferred type of transportation to get 
there. 

Community members highlighted that they want to see 
improved connections to Four Corners for walking, 
biking and transit. 

Community members also shared that they would like to 
be able to:

• Walk to: Four Corners, Downtown Silver Spring, Sligo 
Creek Trail, and Dallas Avenue

• Bike to: Four Corners, Downtown Silver Spring, Sligo 
Creek Trail, Takoma Park, Wheaton, Washington DC, 
Rock Creek Park, and Northwest Branch Trail

• Take public transit to: Four Corners, Washington DC, 
Hillandale, White Oak, College Park, Hyattsville, 
Colesville Road and Franklin Avenue, and Sligo-
Bennington 
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Thank you to North Hills of Sligo Creek Civic Association, Indian Springs Civic Association, and 
Seven Oaks-Evanswood Citizens Association, for their work to encourage so many community 
members to join this conversation. 

The input gathered at each community conversation will help the planning team develop 
preliminary recommendations. These will be shared with the community by Winter 2026, for 
additional feedback and input, before they are shared with the Planning Board. 

Acknowledgements and Next Steps


	Colesville Road Community Conversation�Summary
	Community Visioning, Spring 2025
	Community Conversation
	Area Background:
	Who We Heard From:
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17

