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A visual inspection of the tree revealed an unbalanced canopy and dead 
branches in the canopy. 

Analysis: 
The tree is in overall good health and needs to have deadwood removed. 

The Primary concern: 
The primary concern for this tree is its off balanced canopy. This appears 
to be due to larger trees which surround the tree. The tree has naturally 
grown towards sunlight resulting in the unbalanced canopy. The canopy 
weight is in the direction of the neighbors house, to the rear left of the 
customers house. 

Additional Concern: 
The tree has dead branches within the canopy. Most appear to be 2 inch 
diameter or less. This can be mitigated with trimming and removal of those 
branches. 

Risk Rating Explained: 

Risk ratings are compromised of three parts. My Assessment determined 
that: 

1) Likelihood of Failure is Possible.
2) Likelihood of Impact to valuable assets (either home) is High.
3) Likelihood of failure and impact (1 & 2 combined) is Somewhat Likely.
4) Consequences of failure is Significant/Severe

This puts the tree at an overall Moderate Risk rating. 

___________________________________________________________ 

Tree #3 : White Oak (Quercus alba) off back right of home, beside 
driveway 

Observations: 
The tree is a large (27.5- inch DBH)  White oak (Quercus alba) that is 
roughly 60 ft tall with an approximate 50ft spread. The tree is located off 
the back right of the house on the right side of the driveway. 

Tree Health:  
The tree is a large, old tree in decline. The tree has been improperly 
pruned in the past and also has a large amount of large dead branches in 
the canopy. Overall, the tree is in poor health on a scale of poor, fair, good 
and excellent. 

Defects and areas for concern: 



A visual inspection of the trees revealed dead branches, improper heading 
cuts, covered in ivy, drastic change in grade at base and roughly 50% of 
the root system covered in asphalt. 

Analysis: 
The tree is currently in a state of decline. There is a large amount of 
deadwood that could be removed, however the shrinking canopy and 
declined state will likely lead to continued failure in health. I recommend 
this tree to be removed. 

The Primary concern: 
The primary concern for this tree is the amount of deadwood, making up 
about 20% of the canopy when including improper heading cuts. Decay 
fungus can be seen along dead branches and into branch collars as well 
as living stems. These visible symptoms provide unfavorable growing 
conditions for future long term heath. Given the visible symptoms that the 
canopy are presenting, it is possible that this tree can or has developed a 
fungal or bacterial infection. However, further diagnosis would be needed 
to confirm such pathogens. Given the trees large size, dead branches and 
overall declining health,  this tree is categorized as a HIGH Risk tree. 

Additional Concern: 
Root system - The house side of the root system of the tree is completely 
covered by the asphalt driveway, roughly 50%. This limits the amount of 
water the tree can uptake. The backside of the tree has a drastic change 
in grade of roughly 1ft. This change in grade can increase the chance for 
failure, especially when the tree is in a state of decline. 

Risk Rating Explained: 

Risk ratings are compromised of three parts. My Assessment determined 
that:  

1) Likelihood of Failure is Probable.
2) Likelihood of Impact to valuable assets (either home) is High.
3) Likelihood of failure and impact (1 and 2 combined) is Likely.
4) Consequences of failure is Significant/Severe

This puts the tree at an overall High Risk rating 

Respectfully, 

Matthew Wood 

ISA Certified Arborist: MA-7019A  
Certified Treecare Safety Professional (CTSP) 
Maryland Licensed Tree Expert #2418  
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 County Executive
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HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT APPLICATION 

Application Date: 3/17/2025
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 AP Type: HISTORIC 
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2425 Reedie Drive, 7th Floor. Wheaton. MD 20902. (240)777-0311. (240)777-6256 TTY
 

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dps

 

DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES
 
 

 
 

Affidavit Acknowledgement
The Homeowner is the Primary applicant 

 This application does not violate any covenants and deed restrictions
 
 
Primary Applicant Information

Address 5620 LAMBETH RD
 BETHESDA, MD 20814

Homeowner Ryan
Homeowner Ryan (Primary)

 
 
Historic Area Work Permit Details
Work Type DEMO
Scope of Work Removing one tree and planting two in its place away from the house.

 
 




