
Eastern Silver Spring Communities Plan Visioning Briefing 2/27/2025 1

Montgomery Planning 

Eastern Silver Spring Communities Plan
Visioning Update

DownCounty 2/27/2025



Eastern Silver Spring Communities Plan Visioning Briefing 2/27/2025 22

Plan 
Context
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Plan Area 
Planning Board 
approved Scope of Work 
and Plan Boundary on 
May 16, 2024
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Plan Timeline

Community Visioning

Share Preliminary Recommendations with Community and Planning Board

County Council Public Hearing, Work Sessions and Approval 
Winter 2026 –Spring 2027

Present Working Draft to Planning Board  

Summer 2026 – Fall 2026

Spring 2026

Winter 2025

Fall 2024 – Summer 2025

Planning Board Public Hearing, Work Sessions and Draft

Commission Adoption
Spring 2027

Existing Conditions Analysis and Scope of Work
Fall 2023 – Spring 2024

Scope of Work Approved by Planning Board
Spring 2024
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COMMUNITY 
VISIONING
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Community Visioning to Date 
• Began in Fall 2024

• Partnership with Brick & Story, engagement 
consultant

• Focus on plan-wide topics

• Reached 700+ community members through: 
• Online questionnaire

• Community events and pop-ups

• Open houses

• Engagement with business owners

• All materials available in English and Spanish; 
additional languages as requested 

Long Branch Festival, September 2024
Clifton Park Baptist Health Fair, 
October 2024
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Long Branch Festival + 
Community Pop ups
• Interactive engagement with prompts 

in English and Spanish

• Community members had the 
opportunity to share:

• Where they live

• What their community needs

• Where the important places in the Plan 
Area are located

• What brings them to Long Branch area 
and how often

Long Branch Festival, September 2024Giant Pop-up, October 2024
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Fall Open Houses
• Opportunity for all community members to: 

• Interact with entire planning team

• Learn about master plan process and important 
planning concepts

• Provide input on the future of their community

• Promoted through: 
• Digital advertising 

• 12,000+ postcards (sent to every address in Plan Area) 

• 250+ letters to commercial and multifamily property 
owners
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WHO WE REACHED
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Study Area Demographics
• Study Area is diverse

• 45% of the population 
is foreign-born

• Most common foreign 
language spoken in the 
Study Area is Spanish 
(61%)

Non-hispanic 
White, 22.4%

Non-hispanic 
Black, 27.4%

Non-hispanic 
Asian or Pacific 
Islander, 8.1%

Non-hispanic 
Other, 3.3%

Hispanic or 
Latino, 
38.7%

ESSCP Study Area Race and Ethnicity
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Demographics of Who We Reached
• Over 700 community members

• Estimated race and ethnicity:
• 59% Hispanic/Latino 

• 29% White 

• 9% Black or African 

• Other: Asian, Eastern European and 
Middle Eastern

• Housing status: 
• 2/3 renters

• 1/3 homeowners

• Variety of ages represented
Long Branch Festival, September 2024
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Engagement reach by engagement activity

Long Branch Business League Meeting

Long Branch Business League Meeting
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Resident Reach
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WHAT WE HEARD
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Community Needs
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Places of worship

Places to cool down

Childcare options

Community Support Services

Education/professional development opportunities

Places for indoor recreation

Places to shop

Employment opportunities

Housing

Restaurants

Ways to get around without a car

Healthcare and other medical services

Entertainment options

Parks

What does your community need most?

Example of Community Needs “Board” 
from Long Branch Festival

ONLINE 
SURVEY

OPEN 
HOUSES

COMMUNITY 
POP-UP
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Housing 
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I can afford to maintain my home

I can own my home

My housing allows for multiple generations to live together

My housing is affordable

My housing is safe

My housing is the right size for my family

When you think of your family’s housing needs, what is most important to you?

Homeowner Renter Living with family/friends

ONLINE 
SURVEY

OPEN 
HOUSES

COMMUNITY 
POP-UP
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Important Places
ONLINE 
SURVEY

OPEN 
HOUSES

COMMUNITY 
POP-UP

local parks

library

churches

schools

recreation + 
community 

centers

supermarket

Long Branch

trails

theaters

shopping pool

restaurants YMCA

medical 
buildings, 
doctors, + 
hospitals

Downtown 
Silver Spring + 
Veterans Plaza 

play 
grounds

Takoma 
Park 
Main 

Street

Woodmoo
r/ 4 

Corners

What buildings, parks and places are important to you and your community?
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Important Destinations
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Hillandale Shopping Center

Hyattsville

Response

Langley Park / Takoma-Langley Crossroads

Washington, DC

White Oak

College Park

I primarily shop online

Takoma Park

Other (please specify)

Long Branch

Downtown Silver Spring

Where do you most often go to shop for 
necessities?
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Hyattsville

Response

Langley Park / Takoma-Langley Crossroads

White Oak

Bethesda

Washington, DC

Long Branch

Other (please specify)

Takoma Park

Downtown Silver Spring

Where do you most often spend your free time?

ONLINE 
SURVEY
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Long Branch
ONLINE 
SURVEY

COMMUNITY 
POP-UP
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Attend a place of worship
Visit bank, accountant, or other financial service

Take my child to childcare
Visit food pantry and/or food distributions

Visit a doctor or other medical services
Go to work

Visit the recreation center
Visit the pool

Attend community events
Take public transit

I live in Long Branch
Visit the parks

Visit the library
Eat at or pick up food from restaurants

Shop for groceries or other items

What do you do in Long Branch?

Clifton Park Baptist Health Fair
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Transportation 
OPEN 

HOUSES

Board from November 2 Open House

• Concerns about pedestrian 
safety

• Improved transit, bike and 
pedestrian facilities on Piney 
Branch Road

• Challenges getting to/from 
Eastern Middle School
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Growth Corridors
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More community amenities

Ease of driving

Other

Better stomwater management

More public space or places to gather

More comfortable bus stops

More seating or places to rest

More affordable housing

Decreasing the speed of cars

Ability to bike safely

Different types of housing

More places to shop or eat

More street trees

Ability to walk or roll safely

When you think about the future of Growth Corridors in this area, what is most important to you?

OPEN 
HOUSES
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Parks

To enjoy nature
52%

To exercise or 
play sports

18%

To provide 
children with an 
outdoor place to 

play/visit a 
playground

21%

To spend time 
with family, 
friends and 
neighbors

9%

Why do you visit parks?

ONLINE 
SURVEY

OPEN 
HOUSES

Board from November 2 Open House
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Environment
ONLINE 
SURVEY

OPEN 
HOUSES
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Extreme storms

Air quality

Loss of animal and plant diversity and
habitat

Water quality

Extreme heat

Energy demands and consumption

Tree loss

Neighborhood shade

What are your top environmental concerns?

Environment board from Open House
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Businesses 
• Conversations with 20+ business owners and 

Long Branch Business League

• Major themes: 
• Challenges with ongoing Purple Line construction

• Both hope and concern about Purple Line

• Challenges of neighborhood
• Vagrancy

• Uninviting and unsafe streetscapes

• 75% of business owners feel their square footage is 
“just right” 

Businesses in Long Branch
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What’s Next
• Community visioning will continue through the Summer

• Geographic and topic-based conversations

• Continued partnership with community organizations and business 
owners

• Placemaking opportunities 

• Preliminary recommendations by Winter 2025
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