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E F F E C T  O N  T H E  H I S T O R I C  R E S O U R C E :   
3 8  P h i l a d e l p h i a  A v e n u e . ,  T a k o m a  P a r k ,  M D  2 0 9 1 2  
 
To create a house with adequate spaces for a large family, including a full ADU in the 
basement for an elderly family member, an addition is necessary to the current small 
house, currently with one small legal bedroom.  Because of the small irregularly-
shaped lot, and to avoid adding a larger footprint that would negatively impact the lot, it 
was determined to build a 3-level addition in the rear.  Part of the 2nd floor addition is 
set over the existing 1st floor of the house.   
The existing total square footage of the current house, on 2 levels, is 1761 sf.  The 
new total square footage of the house will be 3284 sf, on 3 levels. Added to the 
existing 810 sf footprint (of the current 970 sf footprint) will be a 367 sf footprint 
addition; a 160 sf dilapidated addition will be torn down. 
 
Of the existing 39’-0” length of roof, 25’-0” of it will be entirely preserved.  Also, 
all 4 corners of both the house and the roof will be preserved.   
 
3-Level Rear Addition:  
The addition to the house will contain 3 bedrooms and 2 full bathrooms on the 2nd 
floor, with an enlarged kitchen, dining room and family room on the 1st floor. In the 
basement will be a full 1-bedroom ADU, with another bedroom suite for a live-in 
caretaker.  In the rear of this addition will be a small wood deck and a wood stair.  A 
12’-6” x 15’-0” patio will be at grade for use by both the main and ADU occupants. 
As a new feature (different from the 2nd HAWP), the roof of the rear 17’-0” x 23’-0” 
portion of the addition extends 16” higher than the roof of the 19’-0” x 21’-4” front 
portion of the addition. 
The existing house will be renovated on the interior.  
These will be built using the following materials/details: 
 

1) Exterior Finish: Painted fiber cement smooth lap siding with a 7” exposure, 
will be the main wall finishes on the new addition. Window and door trim will be 
painted Boral trim. 
2) Roofing: Asphalt shingles at all new roofs at rear.  
3) Windows and Doors: The existing vinyl replacement windows will be 
replaced with aluminum-clad Marvin wood windows; the existing wood front door 
will be restored.  The new windows and doors will be Marvin aluminum-clad 
wood.  
4) New Foundation: This will be a combination of parged CMU and stucco on 
wood-framed walls at the rear additions, with P.T. wood posts at the new deck 
and stair. 
5) New Hardscaping: A new stone-on-concrete patio at the rear of the house.  A 
new 4’-0” wide concrete stair will be built to access the rear yard from the re-built 
retaining wall for the driveway/parking pad.   
 
Note: All new descriptions that are different from the 2nd HAWP are highlighted in 
red. 



D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  E X I S T I N G  S T R U C T U R E ,  
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S E T T I N G  A N D  H I S T O R I C A L  F E A T U R E S  
A T :   
3 8  P h i l a d e l p h i a  A v e . ,  T a k o m a  P a r k ,  M D  2 0 9 1 2  

 
 

This is an "Contributing Resource" 1-story Bungalow, built in 1918, and it is 
located in the Takoma Park Historic District. The existing house has a 975 S.F. 
footprint, with a full basement under the entire house, including under the front 
porch and is located on a 5777 SF lot. The finished interior space of the 
house, including the later rear addition, is 795 SF; there currently are two 
legal bedrooms in the house on the 1st floor, one is 110 SF and the other is 
78 SF.  There currently is one legal 137 SF legal bedroom in the basement 
and one other 143 SF room.  
 
It is rectangular in shape; the original house is 22’-4” wide x 28’-4” long, with a 
later 10’-0” x 16’-5” addition on the rear (1st floor & basement).  There is a 22’-4” 
wide x 8’-0” covered porch in the front, which is covered with a continuation of 
the main house hip roof.  
 

a. Original House Structure: The main house structure is wood framed 
with a hip roof (4:12 slope), with the main ridge perpendicular to 
Philadelphia Ave.. There is a shed roof over the later rear addition  
(3+/-:12 slope).  

b. Foundation: The foundation is parged terra cotta. 
c. Exterior Finish: The original exterior finish of the house is stucco; the 

later exterior finish over the stucco is 13” exposure asbestos lap siding.  
The exterior finish on the later addition is the same, although the 
original finsh under the asbestos siding is currently unknown. 

d. Windows and Doors: Original house-There are no original windows in 
the house; all windows are vinyl replacement windows. The 3-lite wood 
front door may be original. 
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