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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Address: 23717 Woodfield Road, Gaithersburg Meeting Date: 8/14/2024 
 
Resource: Third Period (Contributing) Resource Report Date: 8/7/2024 
 Woodfield Historic District 
  
Applicant:  Janice Johnson Public Notice: 7/31/2024 
 
Review: HAWP Tax Credit: No  
 
Case No.: 1067618 Staff:                Laura DiPasquale   
 
Proposal: Construction of accessory structure 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application with final review and approval of all details 
delegated to staff.  
 

 
Figure 1: 23717 Woodfield Road (shown with the yellow star) is located on the north side of Woodfield Road 
within the Woodfield Historic District.  
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Third Period (Contributing) Resource to the Woodfield Historic District 
STYLE: Cape Cod 
DATE: 1946 

Figure 2: The 1946 Cape Cod at 23717 Woodfield Road, July 2024 (Historic Preservation Office).  

Figure 3: View of the property from Woodfield Road. The rear yard where the accessory structure is proposed is 
located behind a minimal post and wire fence and visible across the undeveloped land to the southeast.  July 
2024 (Historic Preservation Office).
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PROPOSAL 

The applicant proposes to construct a freestanding 30-foot wide by 24-foot deep carport-style accessory 
structure with a metal roof and metal siding on a concrete slab at the rear of the property.  

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

In accordance with section 1.5 of the Historic Preservation Commission Rules, Guidelines, and 
Procedures (Regulation No. 27-97) (“Regulations”), in developing its decision when reviewing a Historic 
Area Work Permit application for an undertaking at a Master Plan site the Commission uses section 24A-
8 of the Montgomery County Code (“Chapter 24A”), the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and 
Guidelines for Rehabilitation (“Standards”), and pertinent guidance in applicable master plans.  [Note: 
where guidance in an applicable master plan is inconsistent with the Standards, the master plan guidance 
shall take precedence (section 1.5(b) of the Regulations).]  The pertinent information in these documents, 
incorporated in their entirety by reference herein, is outline below. 

When reviewing projects within the Woodfield Historic District (#14/16), the Commission uses 
information found in the Damascus-Goshen Historic Resources Master Plan Amendment (Approved and 
Adopted April 2009) for guidance. Specifically, the Commission should refer to the following statements: 

Preservation of Physical Context: 
A significant feature of the Woodfield Historic District is the rural streetscape which is 
characterized by mature trees, the orientation of houses to the road, and the modest scale of 
architectural elements fronting the road. Review of the proposed changes should ensure that these 
features are respected. 

Categorization of Resources and Design Review 
In reviewing proposed changes to buildings within the Historic District, the Historic Preservation 
Commission will utilize the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.  

Third Period Resource 
The third historic period in Woodfield is 1935-1955. Structures built during this period are 
Contributing Resources. This Amendment recognizes the constraints inherent in the small scale 
of Third Period houses. These structures would receive greater leniency in their review. Additions 
should be placed to the rear, or in some case, to the side, of existing structures so that they are 
less visible from the public right-of-way. Third Period Resources are characterized by Tudor 
Revival and Colonial Revival brick-clad residences. While these resources are of secondary 
historic and architectural significance, they contribute to the pattern of development in their 
contribution to the Woodfield streetscape.  

Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A-8 
(a) The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence

and information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the
permit is sought would be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation,
enhancement or ultimate protection of the historic site or historic resource within a historic
district, and to the purposes of this chapter.

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and
requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or
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(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of
the purposes of this chapter.

(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic
district, the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little
historical or design significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans
would seriously impair the historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or
would impair the character of the historic district.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work
shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials,
features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and
its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner
that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

STAFF DISCUSSION 

The property at 23717 Woodfield Avenue is 257 feet deep by 92 feet wide, with the existing 39-foot by 
41-foot house set back approximately 63 feet from Woodfield Road (see Figure 5). The proposed
accessory structure would be located an additional 116 feet behind the house, although it would be visible
from Woodfield Road owing to the undeveloped land to the southeast of the property (see Figure 3).

Staff notes that the drawings included in the application show two carport options, “Regular” style with 
rounded roof corners and “A-Frame,” (the A-Frame is actually a gable roof option and will be described 
as such in the report) with the example photograph showing the gable option (see Figure 6). Staff 
suggests that the applicants pursue the gabled roof option, as gable roofs are common throughout the 
district and in other rural settings. A similar gable roofed accessory structure measuring 24 feet by 24 feet 
was approved by the HPC at 23725 Woodfield Road in 2015 (Case Number 14/16-15A, see Figure 7 
below).1 However, staff finds that neither option would seriously impair the district. 

1 The 2015 HAWP application #14/16-15A for 23725 Woodfield Road: 
https://mcatlas.org/tiles6/06_HistoricPreservation_PhotoArchives/HAWP/23725%20Woodfield%20Road,%20Gaith
ersburg.PDF 
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Figure 4: Birdseye view of 23717 Woodfield Road (shown with the yellow star) and adjacent properties. Note 
numerous detached accessory structures with simple gable roofs located towards the rears of properties in the 
district. Source: ConnectExplorer, 2023.

Figure 5: Proposed site plan. 
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Figure 6: “Regular” and “A-Frame” (gable) options shown in submission drawings (left) and example image 
(right). 

Figure 7: Drawings of the gable shed approved at the Third Period resource at 28725 Woodfield Road in 2015. 

Staff finds that, in accordance with the Damascus-Goshen Historic Resources Master Plan Amendment, 
the proposed accessory structure respects the rural streetscape of the Woodfield Historic District. The 
proposed accessory structure will not affect any mature trees, alter the orientation of the historic house to 
the road, or affect the modest scale of any architectural elements that front on the road. In addition, the 
proposed accessory structure will be at the rear of the subject property, which although visible across 
undeveloped land, reduces visibility and the impact on the historic resource and district.  

With regard to the Standards, the historic character of the property will be preserved and the proposed 
accessory structure is compatible with the massing, size, scale and architectural features of the property. 
The proposed structure will not alter features, spaces or spatial relationships that characterize the 
property, and, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the property and its 
environment would be unimpaired.  
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The staff finds that the proposal is consistent with the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2) 
and Chapter 24A-8(d), and consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 2, 
9, and 10.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the HPC approve the HAWP application with final review and approval of all 
details delegated to staff under the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2) and Chapter 24A-
8(d), having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of the historic 
resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A;  

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 2, 9, and 10; 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present an electronic set of drawings, if 
applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 
application at staff’s discretion; 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will 
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-495-2167 or 
laura.dipasquale@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 

mailto:laura.dipasquale@montgomeryplanning.org


APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
301.563.3400

APPLICANT:

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________ City: ________________ Zip:____________

Daytime Phone: ___________________________ Tax Account No.: _________________________

AGENT/CONTACT (if applicable):

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________ City: ________________ Zip:____________

Daytime Phone: ___________________________ Contractor Registration No.: _______________

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE:

Building Number: ________________ Street: ______________________________________________

Town/City: __________________________ Nearest Cross Street: __________________________________

Lot: ____________ Block: ___________ Subdivision: _______ Parcel: _____

TYPE OF WORK PROPOSED:

Check all that apply:
� New struction
� Addition
� Demolition
�

� Deck/Porch
� Fence
� Hardscape/Landscape
� Roof

� Shed/Garage
� Solar
� Tre oval/planting
� Window/Door
� Other:__________________

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct
and accurate and that the construction will comply with plans reviewed and approved by all necessary
agencies and hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

Signature of owner or authorized agent Date

1067618

Janice Johnson jmj876303@cs.com
23717 Woodfield Rd Gaithersburg 20882

3012757416 00931557

M 14-16
Woodfield Historic District

4/22/2024Janice M Johnson

✔

X



Janice Johnson
23717 Woodfield Rd
Gaithersburg  MD  20882

23721 Woodfield Rd
Gaithersburg MD  20882

23713 Woodfield Rd
Gaithersburg MD  20882



Please log for August and include this attached image and the email below. I am sending other emails 
with more info. Her case was removed from an agenda earlier this spring because it was not complete. 
Please compile all the info for the August case. Thanks. 

Rebeccah Ballo 
Historic Preservation Supervisor

Montgomery County Planning Department 

2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902

Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org

o: 301.563.3404

              

From: Janice Johnson <jmj876303@cs.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 4, 2024 1:22 PM
To: Ballo, Rebeccah <rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: Re: 23717 Woodfield Road shed application

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or 
responding.

Attached is a picture of the building. Not to size.

On Wednesday, July 3, 2024 at 02:35:37 PM EDT, Janice Johnson <jmj876303@cs.com> wrote: 

Hi Rebeccah

We are now looking at a metal frame, metal sides and a metal roof.

Thanks!

On Wednesday, July 3, 2024 at 12:59:13 PM EDT, Ballo, Rebeccah 
<rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote: 

Hi Janice, 

This looks good to me. Are you able to specify at this time the materials you want to use or are you still 
figuring that out? You had said in your email below you were looking at two options:

“I'm looking at a pole barn with a wood frame, metal siding and metal roof  or a wood 
frame with vinal siding and single roof.”



If you are still figuring that out, that is fine and we can condition the permit to say one or 
the other is approved and details will be submitted to staff before the permit is issued.

The last thing I would need are pictures of a similar building that the manufacturer has 
built with the metal siding and the vinyl siding options you noted you were looking at. If 
there is anything on their website—it does not matter if the size is different—that would 
work. 

  

Rebeccah Ballo 

Historic Preservation Supervisor

Montgomery County Planning Department

2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902

Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org

o: 301.563.3404

              

From: Janice Johnson <jmj876303@cs.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 2, 2024 8:34 AM
To: Ballo, Rebeccah <rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: Re: 23717 Woodfield Road shed application

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or 
responding.

Hi Rebeccah

 



Attached are the drawings sent by the company.  Please let me know if this is what you 
need

On Friday, June 7, 2024 at 12:09:22 PM EDT, Ballo, Rebeccah 
<rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote: 

Hi Janice, good morning, 

  

The HPC staff would recommend approval of an outbuilding that you are describing. The HPC should not 
have any issues approving a building of that size and height, in the location that you have shown on your 
property. I think it would be completely appropriate for your property within the District and I think you 
would be approved. I think the materials you are proposing would also be approved for a new outbuilding. 
I’m sorry to hear they all want such large deposits for a final estimate. I would recommend proceeding 
with the company you would like to go with and when you have final specs and details, you can send 
those to me, and we will get the application on the HPC agenda for approval. We meet all year long, even 
in August. 

  

Rebeccah Ballo 

Historic Preservation Supervisor

Montgomery County Planning Department

2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902

Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org

o: 301.563.3404

              

From: Janice Johnson <jmj876303@cs.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 4:52 PM



To: Ballo, Rebeccah <rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: Re: 23717 Woodfield Road shed application 

  

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or 
responding. 

Thank you for your response.  I'm looking at a pole barn with a wood frame, metal siding 
and metal roof  or a wood frame with vinal siding and single roof.  As far as the height, 
I'm sure there is a code limiting height but I don't know what it is.  I'm looking at 12 
feet.  I contacted some builders but they all want a deposit of $1000.00 in order to give 
me the exact specifications and I don't even know if I'm allowed to build a 24 x 30 foot 
building so I don't want to give them a deposit.  If you could point me in the direction of 
what I should do next I would appreciate it.   If you think I will be approved for a 24 x 30 
building 12 feet tall I will try to get a definite estimate to see if I can even afford it. 

Thank you.   

  

On Friday, May 31, 2024 at 01:04:02 PM EDT, Ballo, Rebeccah 
<rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote:  

  

  

Good afternoon Janice,  

  

Thank you very much for the site plan and the pictures of your property. I will need the specification 
sheets from the catalogue of the outbuilding you will want to install. It should have elevations and show 
the height at the peak of the roof, and label all of the materials. A typical pole barn like what you 
described below would be approvable. When you have this information please send it to me, and then I 
can schedule the complete application for the next available HPC docket. I do not have a concern about 
any typical pole barn that you would want to install, so I would advise you to go ahead and choose what 
you would like and send me those specifications. If you have any questions, please let me know.  

  

Best,  

  



Rebeccah Ballo 

Historic Preservation Supervisor

Montgomery County Planning Department

2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902

Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org

o: 301.563.3404

              

From: Janice Johnson <jmj876303@cs.com> 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2024 3:12 PM
To: Ballo, Rebeccah <rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Cc: Janice Johnson <jmj876303@cs.com> 
Subject: Re: 23717 Woodfield Road shed application

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or 
responding.

Thank you for your information.

I am attaching a site plan done by a site plan company. I'm not sure why these trees 
are on the plan as I have no trees in the area where I want to put this shed.  I am 
attaching pictures of the part of the yard where the shed will be.  I have chosen a size of 
24 x 30.  

If you need any further information please let me know.

Thank you.

Janice Johnson

 



On Tuesday, May 21, 2024 at 11:24:02 AM EDT, Ballo, Rebeccah 
<rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote: 

Good morning Janice, 

  

Thank you for sending the site plan. However, I need this on either your plat/site survey or another 
professionally prepared measured drawing. We also need photographs of this portion of the property and 
information about any trees that would be removed and any foundation that may be necessary. 25’ x 30’ 
is too large to qualify for staff approval; we can only staff approve buildings that are 250 square feet or 
smaller. So we will need to put this on the docket for a public hearing at the HPC when your application is 
complete. When you have chosen your specifications, please send those to me as well for the packet. 
Wood and metal buildings are common in this part of the County so I could see many choices being 
approvable. I am happy to look at any choice and give you a recommendation. When you have all the 
information and can send to me, I will let you know which docket the item will be scheduled for public 
hearing. Right now we are accepting items for the June 12th hearing. The schedule for public hearings 
and the due dates for materials for each meeting are available here on our website:   

  

https://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/historic/historic-preservation-commission/

Please let me know any questions or concerns. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Rebeccah Ballo 

Historic Preservation Supervisor

Montgomery County Planning Department

2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902

Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org



o: 301.563.3404

              

From: Janice Johnson <jmj876303@cs.com> 
Sent: Saturday, May 18, 2024 9:38 AM
To: Ballo, Rebeccah <rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: Re: 23717 Woodfield Road shed application

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or 
responding.

Sorry it took so long to get back to you.  I was out of town.  Attached is a site plan for 
the proposed shed.  The proposed size is 25' x 30'. The material would be a wood 
frame with metal sides and a metal roof.  I am looking at several pole barn dealers but need 
to know what I am allowed to build in order to see what I can afford.

Thank you.

Janice Johnson

On Friday, May 10, 2024 at 01:19:25 PM EDT, Ballo, Rebeccah 
<rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote: 

Good afternoon, 

  

We have received your shed application and I believe this can qualify for staff approval and not need to 
go to the Historic Preservation Commission for a public hearing. However, I need a site plan or lot plan 
showing the location of the shed and some specification sheets showing the size and materials of the 
shed. If you can provide these to me at your earliest opportunity, I can continue to process the permit. 

Please let me know any questions or concerns. 



Sincerely, 

Rebeccah Ballo 

Historic Preservation Supervisor

Montgomery County Planning Department

2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902

Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org

o: 301.563.3404

               



Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment
:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:

House is located on a large lot.

Would like to put a storage shed in the back of the lot.



Work Item 1:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item :

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 3:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Storage Shed

Non-existant Install a storage shed



HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 
CHECKLIST OF 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

 Required 
Attachments 

      

 
Proposed 
Work 

I. Written 
Description 

2. Site Plan 3. Plans/ 
Elevations 

4. Material 
Specifications 

5. Photographs 6. Tree Survey 7. Property 
Owner 
Addresses 

 
New 
Construction 

 
* * * 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Additions/ 
Alterations 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Demolition 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Deck/Porch 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

*  
* 

 
Fence/Wall 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Driveway/ 
Parking Area 

 
* 

 
* 

  
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

Grading/Exc
avation/Land
scaing 

* * 
 

* * * * 

 
Tree Removal * * 

  
* * * * 

 
Siding/ Roof 
Changes 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

  
* 

Window/ 
Door Changes * * * * * 

 
* 

 
Masonry 
Repair/ 
Repoint 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* * 

 

* 

 
Signs 

 
* * * 

 
* * 

 
* 
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