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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Address: 9 Chevy Chase Circle, Chevy Chase  Meeting Date: 6/26/2024 
 
Resource: Master Plan Site #35/13-001A Report Date: 6/18/2024 
 Newlands-Corby Mansion 
   
Applicant:  Gibson Homes LLC Public Notice: 6/12/2024 
 (Patrick Kauffman, agent)  
     
Review: HAWP Tax Credit: No 
   
Case Number: 1072452 Staff: Chris Berger 
 
PROPOSAL: Hardscape alterations 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the HPC approve with two conditions the HAWP application with final approval 
delegated to staff: 
 

1. The applicant must show the handrails on the plans if they will be installed at the altered stairs. 
Specifications must be provided if the handrails are different from the existing. 

2. Applicant must provide a photo of the pavers on the patio at the opposite end of the reflecting 
pool as the specification for the pavers to be installed at the expanded terrace. 

 

 
Figure 1: The subject property is indicated with a gold star. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

 
SIGNIFICANCE:  Master Plan Site #35/13-001A, Newlands-Corby Mansion  
STYLE: Tudor Revival 
DATE:  circa 1893, with circa 1909-1914 renovations 
 
The Newlands-Corby Mansion is one of the first houses built by the Chevy Chase Land Company.  The 
house was designed by architect Leon E. Dessez (best known for designing the Naval Observatory) for 
Francis G. Newlands, congressman and senator from Nevada, organizer and first president of the Chevy 
Chase Club, and one of the Chevy Chase Land Company’s developers. The original house is thought to 
have been a collaboration by nationally-renowned Philadelphia architect Lindley Johnson and the noted 
Washington architect Leon Dessez, who also designed the Vice President's mansion in Washington. 
Newlands lived in the house from 1893 to 1898. 
 
In 1909, the house was sold to William S. Corby, who was one of the heirs to the Corby "Mother's Bread" 
fortune.  Corby renamed the house Ishpiming, which is Chippewa for high ground. Corby hired Arthur 
Heaton, the first supervising architect of Washington National Cathedral, to renovate the house. The 
renovations, which occurred between 1911 and 1914, included gutting the center of the house to create a 
30’ high hall with an Aeolian Duo-Art Organ. Heaton’s plans for the house are now housed at the Library 
of Congress. In 1915, Corby purchased an adjacent lot, expanding the property to nearly two acres. 
 
This property was designated as an Individual Master Plan site separate from the Chevy Chase Historic 
District in 1989 in recognition of its extraordinary architectural and historical significance. The 
Newlands-Corby Mansion is historically significant as one of the first houses built in Chevy Chase and 
because of its association with Senator Francis B. Newlands and William Corby. It also derives 
architectural importance from its classic Tudor Revival styling and its prominence as a focal point of 
entry into the County from Washington, DC at Chevy Chase Circle. The relationship of the architecture 
and landscape design of the house and the Chevy Chase Circle is particularly significant and views to the 
property are an important character defining aspect of this historic site.  
 
PROPOSAL 
 
The applicants propose to remove the stone coping that forms the edge of the existing terrace at the back 
of the mansion. The terrace will then be expanded into the existing planter bed by 2 feet, 7 inches, an area 
totaling approximately 110 square feet. The edge of the expanded terrace will be stone to match the stone 
on the patio at the opposite end of the reflecting pool, and the wall will be stone clad. An approximately 
3-foot tall railing will be installed at the edge of the expanded terrace to match the railing at the pagoda at 
the opposite end of the reflecting pool. A new drain will be installed at the base of the terrace wall. 
 
As part of the project, the 14-foot wide concrete stairs will be narrowed to 8 feet to match the width of the 
stairs at the nearby lower terrace. The stone end walls to either side of the existing stairs will be removed, 
and the space they currently occupy will be part of the expanded terrace.  
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Figure 2: The terrace is indicated with a red arrow in this 2023 aerial from CONNECTExplorer. 
 

 
Figure 3: The existing terrace to be altered is shown in in these photos.  
 

 
Figure 4: The red arrow indicates the location of patio to be expanded, left, and the stairs to be narrowed are 
located on the right. 
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Figure 5: The existing, top, and proposed site plan for the terrace. Alterations include extending the terrace 2 
feet, 7 inches, and reducing the width of the stairs. 
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Figure 6: The detail for the expanded terrace. 
 

 
Figure 7: The railing at the edge of the expanded terrace will match the railing at the gazebo. 
 
APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 
 
In accordance with section 1.5 of the Historic Preservation Commission Rules, Guidelines, and 
Procedures (Regulation No. 27-97) ("Regulations"), in developing its decision when reviewing a Historic 
Area Work Permit application for an undertaking at a Master Plan site the Commission uses section 24A-
8 of the Montgomery County Code ("Chapter 24A"), the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for 
Rehabilitation ("Standards"), and pertinent guidance in applicable master plans. The pertinent 
information in these documents, incorporated in their entirety by reference herein, is outline below. 
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Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 
 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements 
of this chapter, if it finds that: 
 
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic 

resource within an historic district; or 
 

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,           
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic 
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the 
purposes of this chapter; or 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible 
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, 
which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.”  Because the property is a Master Plan Site, 
the Commission’s focus in reviewing the proposal should be the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation. The applicable Standards are as follows: 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials 
that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity 
of the property and its environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner 
that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

Staff supports the proposed hardscape alterations and recommends approval. The expansion of the 
terrace, installation of the railing and drain, and alteration to the stairs will affect a small area of the rear 
terrace of the Newlands-Corby Mansion Master Plan Historic Site so it will not constitute a substantially 
alteration in accordance with Chapter 24A-8(b)(1). Staff finds the changes compatible in character with 
the historic site in conformance with Chapter 24A-8(b)(2). The end walls will be demolished to 
accommodate the expanded terrace, and the stone and railing at the expanded terrace will match materials 
and designs already present in the rear yard. None of the work will be visible from the right of way. 
Finally, the work meets the pertinent Standards because the historic character of the property will be 
retained and preserved; it will not destroy historic materials that characterize a property; and if removed 
in the future the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment will be 
unimpaired. 
 
Staff seeks a condition that the applicant add the handrails to the plans at the narrowed stairs and provide 
specifications if they differ from the existing handrails. Staff seeks another condition that the applicant 
provide a photo of the pavers on the patio at the opposite end of the reflecting pool to serve as the 
specification for the pavers to be installed at the expanded terrace. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission approve with two conditions the HAWP application with final 
approval delegated to staff:  
 

1. The applicant must show the handrails on the plans if they will be installed at the altered stairs. 
Specifications must be provided if the handrails are different from the existing. 

2. Applicant must provide a photo of the pavers on the patio at the opposite end of the reflecting 
pool as the specification for the pavers to be installed at the expanded terrace. 

 
under the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2) having found that the proposal, as modified 
by the condition, is compatible in character with the site and the purposes of Chapter 24A; 
 
and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2, 9, and 10. 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall present an electronic set of drawings, if applicable, 
to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to submission for the 
Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 
 
and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 
application at staff’s discretion; 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will 
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-495-4571 or 
chris.berger@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 
 
 
 

mailto:chris.berger@montgomeryplanning.org






Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures, 
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:

The house is a three story Tudor Revival style house with an rough-cut ashlar stone on the first level
that has been painted, and typical Tudor style timber-framed stucco exterior walls on second and third
levels. The windows are double hungs and casements, made with wood frames and either wood or
leaded divisions and single-paned glass. The roof is slate and formed largely by intersecting prominent
gables with highly decorative wood rake boards and exposed rafter ends. There are gabled and shed
dormers, as well as a porte cochere covering the entry door. The house was built for Senator
Newlands by architect Leon Dessez and was one of the first houses built by the Chevy Chase Land
Company . William Corby acquired the house in 1909 and renovated the house and garage extensively
to its present state under the hand of architect Arthur Heaton.

Proposed expansion of rear, uncovered terrace. See attached plans for details.





HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 
CHECKLIST OF 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

 Required 
Attachments 

      

 
Proposed 
Work 

I. Written 
Description 

2. Site Plan 3. Plans/ 
Elevations 

4. Material 
Specifications 

5. Photographs 6. Tree Survey 7. Property 
Owner 
Addresses 

 
New 
Construction 

 
* * * 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Additions/ 
Alterations 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Demolition 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Deck/Porch 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

*  
* 

 
Fence/Wall 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Driveway/ 
Parking Area 

 
* 

 
* 

  
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

Grading/Exc
avation/Land
scaing 

* * 
 

* * * * 

 
Tree Removal * * 

  
* * * * 

 
Siding/ Roof 
Changes 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

  
* 

Window/ 
Door Changes * * * * * 

 
* 

 
Masonry 
Repair/ 
Repoint 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* * 

 

* 

 
Signs 

 
* * * 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
 

    





















Marc Elrich
 County Executive

Rabbiah Sabbakhan 
Director

HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT APPLICATION 

Application Date: 5/29/2024

Application No: 1072452
 AP Type: HISTORIC 

 Customer No: 1493855

2425 Reedie Drive, 7th Floor. Wheaton. MD 20902. (240)777-0311. (240)777-6256 TTY
 

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dps

 

DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES
 
 

Comments
please add jim@casengineering.com to ePlans

 
 
Affidavit Acknowledgement
The Contractor is the Primary applicant authorized by the property owner 

 This application does not violate any covenants and deed restrictions
 
 
Primary Applicant Information

Address 9 CHEVY CHASE CIR
 CHEVY CHASE, MD 20815

Othercontact Gibson Homes, LLC (Primary)
Othercontact CAS Engineering

 
 
Historic Area Work Permit Details
Work Type ADD
Scope of Work expand existing uncovered terrace
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