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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT  

 
Address: 7617 Takoma Avenue, Takoma Park Meeting Date: 2/21/2024 
 
Resource: Non-Contributing Resource Report Date: 2/14/2024 
 Takoma Park Historic District    
 
  Public Notice: 2/7/24 
Applicant:  Richard D. Weil 
  Tax Credit: No 
Review: HAWP  
  Staff: Chris Berger 
Permit Number: 1027485  
 
PROPOSAL: Partial demolition and construction of a screened-in porch 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the Commission approve with one condition the HAWP application with final 
approval delegated to staff: 
 

1. The applicant shall provide staff the final measurements of the porch and associated features. 
 

 
Figure 1: The subject property at 7617 Takoma Ave. is starred . It is at the southeast corner of Takoma and New 
York Avenues in the Takoma Park Historic District. The district boundaries are outlined in black. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  

 
SIGNIFICANCE: Non-Contributing Resource within the Takoma Park Historic District 
STYLE: Colonial Revival  
DATE: Circa 1937 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
The applicant proposes to convert a section of the deck in the rear yard into a screened porch. The area is 
currently an elevated section of deck with balustrade that is covered by a trellis. The porch will measure 
approximately 81 square feet. The screens and frames will measure approximately 8 feet tall and will be 
installed inside of the existing balustrade. The shed roof will be covered with three-tab shingles and will 
have a pair of 21-by-45.75-inch fixed vinyl an aluminum skylights. The ends of the roof will be filled 
with lap siding to match what is present on the house. A Phantom screen door will be located at the stairs 
that leads to the deck. A K-style aluminum gutter will be installed along the roof edge and will connect to 
an aluminum downspout. 
  
APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 
 
The Historic Preservation Office and Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) consult several documents 
when reviewing alterations and new construction within the Takoma Park Historic District. These 
documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved and adopted amendment 
for the Takoma Park Historic District (Guidelines), Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 
24A), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent 
information in these three documents is outlined below. 
 
Takoma Park Historic District Guidelines 
 
There are two broad planning and design concepts that apply to all categories. These are: 
 

• The design review emphasis will be restricted to changes that are all visible from the public right-
of-way, irrespective of landscaping or vegetation (it is expected that the majority of new additions 
will be reviewed for their impact on the overall district), and 

 
• The importance of assuring that additions and other changes to existing structures act to reinforce 

and continue existing streetscape, landscape, and building patterns rather than to impair the 
character of the historic district. 

 
The subject property falls under the category of Non-Contributing/Out-of-Period Resources, defined as 
either having little or no architectural and historical significance to the historic district or was constructed 
outside of the district’s primary periods of historical importance. The design guidelines state that these 
types of resources should receive the most lenient level of design review and should be approved as a 
matter of course. The only exceptions would be major additions and alterations to the scale and massing 
that affect the surrounding streetscape and/or landscape and could impair the character of the historic 
district. 
 
Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A-8 
 
The following guidance that pertains to this project are as follows: 
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(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 
conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements 
of this chapter, if it finds that: 

 
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic 

resource within an historic district; or 
 
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an 
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of 
the purposes of this chapter; 

 
(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district, 

the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design 
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the 
historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of 
the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.) 

 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible 
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, 
which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The applicable Standards are as follows: 

 
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive 

materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships that characterize a property will 
be avoided. 
 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials 
that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity 
of the property and its environment. 
 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that 
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

Staff supports the proposed screened porch and recommends approval. As a Non-Contributing Resource 
in the Takoma Park Historic District, the building is to receive the most lenient level of design review. 
The HPC considers alterations to the scale and massing of Non-Contributing Resources in terms of their 
impact on the overall streetscape and environmental setting of the historic district, but other changes to a 
Non-Contributing resource should be approved as a matter of course. Similarly, Chapter 24A-8(d) states 
that “the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design 
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the historic 
or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of the historic 
district”. 
 
The proposed replacement screened porch is appropriate and will not adversely impact the historic 
district. At approximately 81 square feet, it will be minimal in size. It will be constructed on top of an 
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existing deck with trellis that was added after the construction of the rear addition in 1989. In accordance 
with Chapter 24A-8(b)(1), it will not alter the exterior features of an historic resource within an historic 
district. Further, in accordance with Chapter 24A-8(b)(2), it will be compatible in character and nature 
with the historic district where screened porches are common. The screened porch will also meet 
Standards # 2, 9, and 10 because the historic character of the property will be retained; the new addition 
will not destroy the historic materials that characterize the property; and the form and integrity of the 
property will be unimpaired if the porch is removed in the future. 
 
There is conflict between the narrative provided by the applicant and the plans in regard to the 
measurements for the porch square footage, skylights, and screen panels, so staff seeks a condition that 
the applicant confirm the final measurements. 
 

 
Figure 2: The site plan shows the location of the screened porch in the rear yard outlined in red. 
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Figure 3. The screened porch floor plan. 
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Figure 4: The trellis will be replaced with a shed roof, and the area will be screened. 
 

 
Figure 5: The porch will be built on the elevated portion of the existing deck with trellis. The trellis will be 
demolished as part of the project. 
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Figure 6. The left-side elevation of the porch. 
 

 
Figure 7: The left-side elevation of the residence as it will appear on the broader elevation. 
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Figure 8: The right-side elevation of the porch. 
 

 
Figure 9: The right-side elevation of the residence as it will appear on the broader elevation. 
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Figure 10. The rear elevation of the porch. 
 

 
Figure 11: The rear elevation of the residence as it will appear on the broader elevation. 
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Figure 12: The proposed roof plan will include skylights, top, and a shed roof covered with 3-tab shingles. 
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Figure 13: The screened panel section detail. The screens will be placed inside of the existing balustrade. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission approve with one condition the HAWP application; 
 

1. The applicant shall provide staff the final measurements of the porch and associated features. 
 
under the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b) (1), (2), and (d), having found that the proposal will 
not substantially alter the exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the 
purposes of Chapter 24A;  
 
and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation # 2, 9, and 10; 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall present an electronic set of drawings, if applicable, 
to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for the Montgomery County Department of 
Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 
 
and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the HPC as a revised HAWP application 
at staff’s discretion; 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the HPC staff if they propose to make any 
alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will contact the staff person 
assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or chris.berger@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a 
follow-up site visit. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:chris.berger@montgomeryplanning.org
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