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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

 
Address: 10922 Montrose, Ave., Garrett Park  Meeting Date: 1/10/2024 
 
Resource: Outstanding Resource Report Date: 1/03/2024 
 Garrett Park Historic District 
 
Applicant:  Barbara Jackson Public Notice: 12/27/23 

 
Review:  HAWP Tax Credit: n/a 
 
Permit Number: 1047944 Staff: Chris Berger 
 
Proposal: Generator installation 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) approve the HAWP application 
with final approval of all details delegated to staff. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
SIGNIFICANCE: Outstanding Resource to the Garrett Park Historic District 
STYLE: Craftsman 
DATE: 1908 

 
Figure 1: The residence at 10922 Montrose Ave. in the Garrett Park Historic District is indicated with a star. 
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PROPOSAL 
 
The applicant proposes to the install a generator in the side yard along the south elevation.  
 
APPLICABLE GUIDELINES:  
 
When reviewing alterations and additions for new construction within the Garrett Park Historic District 
several documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. 
These documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved and adopted 
amendments for Comprehensive Amendment to the North Bethesda-Garrett Park Master Plan (1992), the 
Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below. 
 
Comprehensive Amendment to the North Bethesda-Garrett Park Master Plan 
 
Outstanding Resource: A resource which is of outstanding significance due to its architectural and/or 
historical features.  An outstanding resource may date from any historical period and may be 
representative of any architectural style.  However, it must have special features, architectural details, 
and/or historical associations that make the resource especially representative of an architectural style, it 
must be especially important to the historic of the district, and/or it must be especially unique within the 
context of the district.   
 
Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation 
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to 
such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and 
requirements of this chapter, if it finds that: 

(1)  The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or 
historic resource within an historic district; or 

(2)  The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, 
archeological, architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in 
which an historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the 
achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or 

(3)  The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or 
private utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district 
in a manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value 
of the historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; 
 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
 
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of distinctive 

materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that characterize a property will 
be avoided. 

9.  New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the 
old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

10.  New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 

 property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
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STAFF DISCUSSION 
 
The subject property is a two-story, frame construction, four-square house with Craftsman details. The 
HPC approved an addition in 2019 with HAWP Case 30/13-19A and revisions to the addition in 2020 
with HAWP #893930. The lot is approximately one-half acre in size and is characterized by terracing 
with a graduated rise from street level.  The site terracing coupled with the curve in Montrose Avenue 
makes visibility of the site minimal from the right-of-way.   
 
The applicant proposes the installation of a generator in the side yard along the south elevation. It will 
measure 48 inches long, 25 inches wide, and 29 inches tall and rest on a gravel base. The generator will 
be in line with three existing air conditioning condensing units and be parallel to the south elevation of the 
house. It will be set back approximately 60 feet from the right of way. According to the applicant, the 
view of the generator from the right of way will be screened by a large rhododendron bush. She noted that 
some lilac bushes will be removed to accommodate the generator. 
 
The Town of Garrett Park Historic Preservation Committee approved the generator’s installation earlier 
this year. 
 

 
Figure 2: This 2019 photo shows the front elevation of 10922 Montrose Ave. The proposed generator location is 
indicated with an arrow and will be minimally visible from the right of way. 

 

https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/II.S-10922-Montrose-Avenue-Garrett-Park.pdf
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Figure 3: The existing view of 10922 Montrose Ave. from the right of way. The proposed generator location is 
indicated with a red arrow. 
 

 
Figure 4: The proposed generator location is indicated with stakes in this photo. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in 
Chapter 24A-8(b) (1), (2), and (d), having found that the proposal will not alter the exterior features of the 
historic resource and is compatible in character with the purposes of Chapter 24A;  
 
and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #1, 9, and 10; 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall present an electronic set of drawings, if applicable, 
to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for the Montgomery County Department of 
Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 
 
and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the HPC, 
shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the HPC as a revised HAWP application at staff’s 
discretion; 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the HC staff if they propose to make any 
alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will contact the staff person 
assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or chris.berger@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a 
follow-up site visit. 
 

mailto:chris.berger@montgomeryplanning.org
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