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MEMORANDUM 

To: Historic Preservation Commission 

From:  John Liebertz, Cultural Resource Planner III; Brian Crane, Cultural Resources Planner III; 
Countywide Planning and Policy Division, Montgomery Planning 

Date: December 13, 2023 

RE: Reduction of the Environmental Setting for Flint Hill II (M: 22/17), 17800 Bowie Mill Road, 
Derwood 

Staff Recommendation:  

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) write a letter of support to the Planning Board for the 
reduction of the environmental setting for Flint Hill II (also known as the Fraley Farm) from 52.77 acres 
to 12.44 acres in conformance with Master Plan guidance with the condition that archaeological 
survey and an updated report be completed prior to Planning Board approval of the Preliminary Plan.  

Proposal:  

Pulte Homes, the contract purchaser of the 91-acre Fraley Farm—which includes an adjacent parcel 
outside of the designated Master Plan Historic Site Environmental Setting—proposes to develop the 
property with 43 lots (Figures 1 and 2). This includes an existing single-family lot, a new 12.44-acre lot 
for Flint Hill II (the subject historic resource), and 41 new single-family lots. The entire 12.44-acre lot 
comprises the new environmental setting for the Master Plan Historic Site.  

 
Figure 1: View of the house at Flint II and the current environmental setting shaded red. Source: Montgomery 
Planning and Dutton + Associates. 



 
 

 
Figure 2: Concept Plan for Fraley Farm West. The yellow outline is the proposed (reduced) environmental setting. 
Source: Applicant. 
 
Background:  

The Approved and Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation in Montgomery 
County, Maryland (May 1983) designated Flint Hill II at 17800 Bowie Mill Road as a Master Plan Historic 
Site. Following typical procedure, the plan designated the entire parcel, but included language for a 
reduced environmental setting should the property be subdivided.  The plan noted: 
 

The house sits on a knoll facing east and is highly visible from Bowie Mill Road. An 
appropriate environmental setting could be based on the 495’ contour line and should 
include the house, and the hillside to the front of the house to retain views of and from 
the structure. The barn does not need to be preserved as part of the environmental 
setting.1 

Historic Context:  

The dwelling at Flint Hill consists of two distinct building periods and methods of construction: 1) a 
two-story, three-bay, side-gable log house (ca. 1820) with later ell addition; and 2) a two-and-a-half 
story, five-bay, side-gable, wood-frame dwelling (ca. 1870). The building sits at the top of a hill. The 
front of the original two-story log house faced south and the latter two-and-a-half-story, wood-frame 
section reorientated the dwelling to the east. Therefore, the overall landscape associated with this 
dwelling consists of both vistas (south and east). Places from the Past: The Tradition of Gardez Bien in 
Montgomery County, Maryland described Flint Hill II as follows: 

 
1 Montgomery Planning, Approved and Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation in 
Montgomery County, Maryland, May 1983, 5. 



 
 

Situated on a rise above Bowie Mill Road, Flint Hill is one of three houses in the Olney 
area that was associated in the early- to mid-1800s with the Bowie family. Washington 
Bowie, wealthy Georgetown shipping merchant, purchased 2,000 acres of land in 1820 
and established a farm at Oatland. His son, Thomas Johns Bowie built Roseneath 
between 1825 and 1830 on 600 acres (see description in Patuxent section). While 
Thomas’ eldest son, Washington Bowie III, inherited Roseneath, another son Thomas 
Johns Davis Bowie, inherited Flint Hill. 

The house was constructed in several sections. The earliest part is the rear section, 
which is of log construction, said to be chinked with brick. The log house was built 
before the Bowie’s 1820 purchase of the property. The exterior chimney on this section 
has an asymmetrical stone base with a brick stack. The main block, built c.1860-75, is 
one room deep with a center passage plan. Italianate-style influence is evident in 
oversize scrolled brackets at the roof cornice and prominent window cornices. The front 
(east) door opens into a central hall with open-string, double-run staircase with a 
turned newel post and golden oak banister. A large bank barn is dated 1898. 

Following recommendations from Historic Preservation staff in summer 2023, Pulte Homes 
contracted Dutton + Associates (D+A) Cultural Resource Survey, Planning and Management to conduct 
research, limited fieldwork and archaeological reconnaissance, and analysis for the subject property. 
In “Fraley Farm Redevelopment Project: Cultural Resource Review and Assessment,” D + A updated 
the context for the property: 

The home is believed to have initially been built circa 1820 when the property it is 
located on was acquired by the locally prominent Bowie family. The original block of 
the home was a one-story cabin that faced south from a prominent knoll. Whether the 
home was already present or constructed by the Bowies is unclear. As part of a 2,000-
acre estate, the Bowies built several other primary homes on the property so how the 
Flint Hill home was managed or occupied by is not known. Sometime around the mid-
nineteenth century, a large addition was appended to the side of the original home, 
likely coinciding with the subdivision and inheritance of the property by Thomas Johns 
Davis Bowie. This addition expanded the home to a more substantial size with 
architectural interest. It also reoriented the front of the home to the east where the 
family mill was located, but it appears the working yard and building complex 
associated with the home remained just to the north side of the house. An auction 
listing for the house in the 1870s lists multiple associated outbuildings, including a 
stone dairy, four tenant houses, stabling with an attached corn crib, a grist and sawmill, 
and an apple orchard. In the 1890s, the property came into possession of the Fraley 
family who were likely responsible for the construction of a large bank barn to the north 
of the home, as well as a newer concrete block dairy and several other outbuildings 
which continued to reinforce the north side of the home as the working complex. 
Although the property was briefly sold out of the Fraley family from 1942-1949, it was 
reacquired and remains owned by the Fraley family at this time. 

  



 
 

Staff Analysis: 

Viewshed Analysis 

Pulte Homes coordinated with Historic Preservation Staff to determine an appropriate environmental 
setting for the historic resource. As noted above, the Approved and Adopted Amendment to the Master 
Plan for Historic Preservation in Montgomery County, Maryland suggested an environmental setting 
that followed the 495’ contour line to protect significant views of and from the house. This would have 
resulted in an environmental setting of approximately 6.37 acres. Staff, however, recommended 
further analysis of the reduced environmental setting as the 6.37-acre boundary failed to protect 
significant views from the original log house to the south (Figure 1). New construction and 
development would have impacted this historic viewshed and adversely affected the bucolic setting 
contrary to the intent of the approved amendment.  

Pulte Homes hired D + A to conduct a viewshed assessment for the property. The consultants 
concluded that the house had two primary viewsheds outward from the home due to its phased 
construction. The south and west viewsheds from the log house consists of a large open field with a 
downward slope. This landscape permits wide and distant views of undeveloped land towards Rock 
Creek and existing homes along Bowie Mill Road.  Pulte Homes responded by increasing the size of the 
suggested environmental setting from 6.37 acres to 12.44 acres with most of the increase comprising 
land within this viewshed (Figure 3). 

Figure 3: The dashed blue 
line is the environmental 
setting as suggested in the 
Master Plan and the 
yellow line is the proposed 
environmental setting 
established in 
consultation with Historic 
Preservation staff. 
Source: Applicant. 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Historic Preservation staff agrees that the proposed reduced environmental setting preserves the 
character defining feature of the site and landscape. The expanded environmental setting captures 
the significant viewsheds from and to the house and its surrounding setting. This proposed 
environmental setting would allow the resource to retain a sense of primacy within the new 
development and protect the elements outlined in the Approved and Adopted Amendment to the 
Master Plan for Historic Preservation in Montgomery County, Maryland (May 1983). 

Archaeological Analysis 

D + A conducted an archaeological reconnaissance and assessment to evaluate the potential for 
deposits for sites associated with Native American populations and the period of significance for Flint 
Hill II. The consultants made the following assessment: 

1. The current project area is adjacent to the small tributary of Rock Creek that enters 
the lower pasture from the north. Any sites in this area are expected to be small 
lithic scatters and associated with temporary resource procurement activities. The 
presence of Rock Creek nearby just to the west and its adjacent landforms would 
have likely been considered more attractive by Native American populations. As 
such, the overall potential for intact significant prehistoric sites to be present within 
the limits of the current Flint Hill Farm property is considered to be low. 

2. Initially the farm occupied a much larger area encompassing approximately 527 
acres of which only approximately 90 acres remain actively owned and farmed by 
the Fraley family. Development of the Flint Hill Farm residential and agricultural 
complex has occurred largely within the existing footprint of farm buildings and 
structures. The topography has served to limit and in fact concentrate the 
residential and agricultural development of the property over time. While the focus 
of agricultural activity has shifted slightly from the north to northeastern quadrant 
of the complex, overall, it has remained concentrated on the same landform since 
its initial development. As such, the potential for archaeological deposits 
associated with early development and occupation of the farm is considered the 
highest in the current residential and agricultural complex. 

3. During the nineteenth century, documents indicate that members of the Bowie 
family, who owned Flint Hill, also owned enslaved individuals who worked at their 
various properties. Enslaved laborers working in fields were often housed in 
quarters closer to the areas where they worked while enslaved laborers working in 
domestic capacities were more likely to be housed in ancillary spaces such as attics 
and basements in existing structures within the domestic complex. Given the 
limited amount of acreage remaining from the original Flint Hill Farm, the potential 
for any resources associated with the housing of enslaved individuals, particularly 
those working in the fields, may very well be outside of the current property limits. 
Sites associated with enslaved individuals working in domestic roles would likely 
be found within the current residential and agricultural complex. As noted earlier 



 
 

this area has been actively occupied and used for over 150 years and therefore some 
level of disturbance associated with later occupation and uses is expected. 

HP staff recommends that archaeological survey be conducted within the blue shaded areas shown in 
Figure 4 that lie within the present environmental setting, but outside the proposed revised setting. 
There is a potential for archaeological sites associated with precolonial hunting and resource 
procurement, as well as for material associated with enslaved persons in the vicinity of later tenant 
farm structures. The applicant should discuss an approach and scope of work with staff, and work 
should be completed prior to Planning Board approval of the Preliminary Plan. Fieldwork 
methodology, such as systematic shovel test survey, should be consistent with the Standards and 
Guidelines for Archeological Investigations in Maryland (Maryland Historical Trust 1994). The applicant 
must complete a technical report detailing the methods used, findings, and conclusions about what 
the archaeology says about the precolonial and later use of the land. Any archaeological sites found 
must be recorded with the Maryland Historical Trust. 

Figure 4: Area of 
archaeological 
potential.                        
Source: Montgomery 
Planning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion:  

Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) write a letter of support to the 
Planning Board for the reduction of the environmental setting for Flint Hill II (also known as the Fraley 
Farm) from 52.77 acres to 12.44 acres in conformance with Master Plan guidance with the condition 
that archaeological survey and an updated report be completed prior to Planning Board approval of 
the Preliminary Plan.  
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Figure 41: Photo 3 - View from Bowie Mill Road at southern edge of property, facing north. -House 
and property not visible 
 

 
Figure 42: Photo 4 - View from farm lane at southern edge of property, facing north. -House not 
visible 
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Figure 43: Photo 5 - View from Bowie Mill Road roughly 400 feet south of driveway, facing north. -
House and property not visible 
 

 
Figure 44: Photo 6 - View from Bowie Mill Road roughly 300 feet south of driveway, facing north. -
Barn is visible but house is not 
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Figure 45: Photo 7 - View from Bowie Mill Road roughly 250 feet south of driveway, facing north. -
House and building complex is visible, most of property is not 
 

 
Figure 46: Photo 8 - View from driveway, facing northwest. -Building complex and southern fields 
are visible 
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Figure 47: Photo 9 - View from driveway, facing southwest. - southern fields are visible 
 

 
Figure 48: Photo 10 - View Bowie Mill Road at Fraley Farm Road, facing west. -House is not visible, 
eastern edge of property is visible 
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Figure 49: Photo 11 - View from Bowie Mill Road roughly 300 feet east of driveway, facing 
northwest. -House is not visible but barn and eastern portion of property are visible 
 

 
Figure 50: Photo 12 - View from Fraley Farm Road, facing west. -Building complex and eastern 
fields are visible 
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Figure 51: Photo 13 - View from Fraley Farm Road, facing northwest. -Building complex and eastern 
fields are visible 
 

 
Figure 52: Photo 14 - Primary viewshed of Flint Hill from Bowie Mill Road at entrance to driveway, 
facing northwest. House and building complex are visible. Most of the property is below the line of 
sight with the exception of the field to the south. 
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Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
At the request of Pulte Group, D+A conducted a cultural resource review of the Flint Hill 
property located at 17800 Bowie Mill Road in Derwood, Maryland. The effort was 
conducted to document existing conditions, perform an archaeological reconnaissance 
based upon historical review and site inspection, and assess the viewshed of and from the 
property. 
 
This review found that Flint Hill has been previously recorded and investigated on multiple 
occasions. The home is believed to have initially been built circa 1820 when the property 
it is located on was acquired by the locally prominent Bowie family. The original block of 
the home was a one-story cabin that faced south from a prominent knoll. Whether the home 
was already present or constructed by the Bowies is unclear. As part of a 2,000-acre estate, 
the Bowies built several other primary homes on the property so how the Flint Hill home 
was managed or occupied by is not known. Sometime around the mid-nineteenth century, 
a large addition was appended to the side of the original home, likely coinciding with the 
subdivision and inheritance of the property by Thomas Johns Davis Bowie. This addition 
expanded the home to a more substantial size with architectural interest. It also reoriented 
the front of the home to the east where the family mill was located, but it appears the 
working yard and building complex associated with the home remained just to the north 
side of the house. An auction listing for the house in the 1870s lists multiple associated 
outbuildings, including a stone dairy, four tenant houses, stabling with an attached corn 
crib, a grist and sawmill, and an apple orchard. In the 1890s, the property came into 
possession of the Fraley family who were likely responsible for the construction of a large 
bank barn to the north of the home, as well as a newer concrete block dairy and several 
other outbuildings which continued to reinforce the north side of the home as the working 
complex. Although the property was briefly sold out of the Fraley family from 1942-1949, 
it was reacquired and remains owned by the Fraley family at this time. 
 
The property has never been formally evaluated for eligibility for listing in the NRHP and 
was treated as not eligible as part of a prior Section 106 review.  Nonetheless, as part of 
previous cultural resource studies and documentation efforts, Montgomery County noted 
that the property derives significance from its association to the prominent Bowie family 
and possesses architectural distinction. Accordingly, the property was reviewed and 
designated a local historical landmark by Montgomery County at which time it was noted 
the environmental setting should include the house, and the hillside to the front of the house 
to retain views of and from the structure. 
 
Inspection at this time to document existing conditions revealed that the historical setting 
of the property has been substantially impacted by ongoing development and evolution of 
the property’s building stock, as well as by subdivision and modern development bordering 
it. The home still rests centrally within an agricultural property and retains its immediate 
setting, however, no other contemporary buildings, structures, or other landscape features 
remain extant within the building complex. The property has been reduced in size over 
time, particularly throughout the twentieth century, and much of the surrounding 
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Project includes an exclusion/preservation area around the home, encompassing the knoll 
and existing building complex, as well as unobstructed views from the house down the 
stream valley, it is not anticipated to impact areas where archaeological potential is most 
likely expected, nor inhibit the primary viewshed of or from the house. 
 
If you wish to discuss any of the findings of this review, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at (804) 897-1960 or ddutton@dutton-associates.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
DUTTON + ASSOCIATES, LLC 

 

   
David H. Dutton, M.A.  Robert J. Taylor, Jr. 
Partner/Archaeologist   Principal Investigator/Architectural Historian 
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