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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 19000 Muncaster Road, Derwood Meeting Date: 10/25/2023 

Resource: Individually Listed Master Plan Site Report Date: 10/18/2023 

(The Ridge #22/15) 

Applicant: Richard P. Miller Public Notice: 10/11/2023 

Review: HAWP Staff: Dan Bruechert 

Permit No.: 1045917 Tax Credit:  n/a 

Proposal: Accessory Structure Construction 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION  

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP with one (1) condition: 

1. The exterior siding needs to be wood or T-111 and not vinyl.  Final approval authority to verify

that this condition has been satisfied is delegated to Staff.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Individually Listed Master Plan Site #22/15 The Ridge 

STYLE: Federal w/later alterations 

DATE: 1748-53 

Figure 1: The subject property with the location of the proposed shed identified by a star. 
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From Places from the Past: 

“The Ridge is a modest mid-18th century dwelling with sophisticated architectural detail. The mid-18th 

century brick dwelling is connected by a hyphen to a stone wing, believed to predate the brick section. 

The 36' x 30' brick section, constructed c1750, features a brick base with a top course of molded, double 

curve bricks. Interior features typical of the mid-1700s include corner fireplaces, wood paneling, and a 

built-in closet with fluted pilasters. The stone section may have been used as a dwelling until the brick 

section was constructed, after which it became the kitchen with slave quarters above. A covered walkway 

connecting the two structures was fully enclosed in the Civil War era. Owner Zadock Magruder was a 

Revolutionary War leader and was instrumental in the founding of Montgomery County. In addition to 

serving as colonel in the militia, Magruder contributed money for arms and ammunition, and donated 

wool from sheep raised at The Ridge, for soldiers fighting in Valley Forge with George Washington. The 

original gable roof of the brick house was converted to a gambrel in 1925. Behind the main house is a log 

building constructed before 1860 and used at one time for a smokehouse. These two structures and the 

6.83 acres on which they stand represent a 1,000-acre plantation established in the early 1700s, and 

owned for some 220 years by the Magruder family and its descendants.” 

 

PROPOSAL 

 

The applicant proposes construct a pre-fab shed on the property. 

 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

 

Proposed alterations to individual Master Plan Sites are reviewed under Montgomery County Code 

Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.  

Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property through 

repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, which convey its historical, 

cultural, or architectural values. 

 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

 

(a) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements 

of this chapter, if it finds that: 

 

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic 

resource within an historic district; or 

 

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,           

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic 

resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the 

purposes of this chapter; or 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials 

or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 

features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work shall be differentiated 
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from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportions, 

and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 

 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if 

removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment 

would be unimpaired. 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

The subject property is comprised of nearly seven acres of the original 1000-acre (one thousand acre) 

plantation.  The house, barn, and log cabin are setback at least 700 ft (seven hundred feet) from 

Muncaster Road.  The applicant proposes to install a pre-fabricated shed, installed on a gravel base 100’ 

(one hundred feet) behind the house.  The shed measures 12’ × 16’ (twelve feet by sixteen feet) with a 

side gable roof covered in asphalt shingles.  The front elevation has a pair of barn doors, flanked by four-

over-four sash windows with vinyl shutters to either side.  The proposed exterior siding is vinyl.  The 

other three elevations do not have fenestration.  No trees will be impacted by the shed installation. 

 

Staff finds the size and placement of the proposed shed will not detract from the character of the site and 

sits within the assemblage of buildings that includes the house and log cabin, separate from the barn.  

Staff additionally finds the size of the proposed shed is compatible with the yard and will be subservient 

to the existing log cabin, which measures 16’ × 16’ 6” (sixteen feet by sixteen feet, six inches).   

 

Staff additionally finds the design of the proposed shed, with its simple side-gable form and barn-style 

doors compatible with the rural setting of the Master Plan site.  The one material Staff takes issue with is 

the vinyl siding.  The typical requirement at Master Plan sites is for all buildings, even contemporary 

construction, to use traditional materials or materials that have the same physical characteristics as 

traditional materials.  An accessory structure from the 1750s-1860s would have been constructed out of 

stone or wood (log or clapboard/board and batten).  While the vinyl siding does have a configuration 

similar to Dutchlap siding, the material's other characteristics including its shiny finish and ability to 

develop a patina are not compatible.  Staff finds that to be compatible, the material needs to have a finish 

that can be painted and will wear over time and develop a patina.  In reviewing the product website 

(https://www.myersminibarns.com/assets/files/Lanco-Sheds-Brochure-compressed.pdf) staff found that 

several products from the manufacturer are offered in T-111 siding.  While this siding is not identical to 

milled lumber, Staff finds it has physical characteristics that are consistent with wood and can be painted.  

Staff recommends the HPC add a condition to the approval of this HAWP that the exterior material for 

the shed needs to be either wood or T-111 with final approval authority delegated to Staff to verify that 

this condition has been satisfied.  With this added condition, Staff supports the approval of the HAWP 

under 24A-8(b)(2) and Standards 2, 9, and 10. 
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Figure 2: Detail showing the house, pool, barn, log cabin, and proposed shed location. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP with one (1) condition; 

1. The exterior siding needs to be wood or T-111 and not vinyl.  Final approval authority to verify 

that this condition has been satisfied is delegated to Staff; 

under the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b)(2) having found that the proposal will not 
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substantially alter the exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible with the purposes of 

Chapter 24A;  

 

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2, 9, and 10; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present an electronic set of drawings, if 

applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 

submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 

 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 

Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 

application at staff’s discretion; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 

propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will 

contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or 

dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 
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1045917
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19003 Muncaster Road
18913 Muncster Road, Rockville MD 20855
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