
I.H

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 

Address: 10549 St. Paul St., Kensington Meeting Date: 9/20/2023 

Resource: Primary One Resource Report Date: 9/13/2023 
Kensington Historic District

Applicant:  Peter & Ally Magee Public Notice: 9/6/2023 

Review: HAWP Staff: Dan Bruechert

Case No: 1042542 Tax Credit: n/a 

PROPOSAL: Fence Installation 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION  

Staff recommends the HPC approve with one (1) condition the HAWP application: 
1. The approval of this HAWP only extends to the proposed 4’ (four foot) tall aluminum fence to

enclose the rear of the subject property.  After an evaluation of the property boundary has been
completed, the applicant may submit a separate HAWP for consideration of the replacement
fence along the north property boundary.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Primary One Resource within the Kensington Historic District 
STYLE: Colonial Revival/Queen Anne/Shingle 
DATE: 1886

Figure 1: The subject property is located at the corner of St. Paul St. and Plyers Mill Rd. 
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PROPOSAL 
 
The applicant proposes to replace a section of fence and install new fencing. 

  
APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 
 
Kensington Historic District Guidelines  
 
When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Kensington Historic District several 
documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These 
documents include the Approved & Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: 
Kensington Historic District, Atlas #31/6 (Amendment), Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range 
Preservation Plan (Vision), Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards).  The pertinent information in these documents is 
outlined below. 
 
Approved & Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: Kensington Historic 
District, Atlas #31/6  
 

The district is architecturally significant as a collection of late 19th and early 20th century 
houses that exhibit a variety of architectural styles popular during the Victorian period 
including Queen Anne, Shingle, Eastlake, and Colonial Revival. The houses share a 
uniformity of scale, setbacks, and construction materials that contribute to the cohesiveness 
of the district’s streetscapes. This uniformity, coupled with the dominant design inherent 
in Warner’s original plan of subdivision, conveys a strong sense of both time and place, 
that of a Victorian garden suburb. 

 
Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan  
 
The HPC formally adopted the planning study, Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan, 
and is directed by the Executive Regulations, which were approved by the County Council, to use this 
plan when considering changes and alterations to the Kensington Historic District.  The goal of this 
preservation plan "was to establish a sound database of information from, which to produce a document 
that would serve the HPC, M-NCPPC, their staff and the community in wrestling with the protection of 
historic districts amidst the pressures of life in the 21st century." (page 1). The plan provides a specific 
physical description of the district as it is; an analysis of character-defining features of the district; a 
discussion of the challenges facing the district; and a discussion of proposed strategies for maintaining the 
character of the district while allowing for appropriate growth and change. 
 
Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

 
(a) The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and 

information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the permit is 
sought would be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement 
or ultimate protection of the historic site or historic resource within an historic district, and to the 
purposes of this chapter. 
 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 
conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements 
of this chapter, if it finds that: 
 

2



I.H 

 

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic                            
resource within an historic district; or 

 
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,           

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic 
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the 
purposes of this chapter; or 

 
(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private 

utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a 
manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the 
historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or 

 
(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or 

 
(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of   

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or 
 
             (6)  In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource 

located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit of 
the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the permit. 

 
(c) It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period 

or architectural style. 
(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district, 

the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or 
design significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously 
impair the historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the 
character of the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.) 

 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible 
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, 
which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The Standards are as follows: 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced.  Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in 
design, color, texture and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be 
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.   

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials 
that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity 
of the property and its environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that 
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
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STAFF DISCUSSION 

The subject property, a Primary Resource, was originally constructed as St. Paul’s Methodist Church.  At 
the time of its construction it was a vernacular one-and-a-half story church with an austere design that 
lacked ornamentation. The only notable architectural features were the bell tower and a one-story 
vestibule at the entrance, both since removed.  The Methodist congregation out-grew the chuch by 1889 
and the church then housed the Christ Church Paris of the Episcopal Church until 1922 when it was 
converted to residential use. The original gable-front massing embodied in the church remains intact. The  
one-and-a-half story, front-gabled vernacular dwelling is set on the original stone foundation and is clad 
with wood German lap siding. The roof is clad with asphalt shingles and contains gabled dormers with 
paired three-light wood windows on its north and south sides. Fenestration consists of regularly arranged 
one-over-one, wood-sash, double-hung windows. The east (front) elevation has a one-story gabled porch 
with wood post supports. The main entrance consists of double-leaf, wood-frame, glass doors accessible 
from the porch. A six-light wood window is located in the gabled end above the porch. The north 
elevation also contains a hipped roof porch with wood post supports and a single-lead wood door located 
under the porch. A one-and-a-half story gabled and shed-roof addition extends from the east (rear) of the 
dwelling.1         
 
Along the north property line, there is a 6’ (six foot) tall wood stockade fence.  First, the applicants 
propose to remove the existing stockade fence and install 128’ (one hundred twenty-eight linear feet) of 
new 6’ (six foot) tall vertical board cedar fence in its place.  Second, the applicants propose to enclose the 
rear yard with 82’ (eighty-two linear feet) of 4’ (four-foot) tall aluminum fence.  
 

 
Figure 2: The existing stockade fence engages the northwest porch column. 

Based on Staff’s review of the site and the GIS map, it appears that the stockade fence may be constructed 
in the established right-of-way, not on the subject property’s land (see Fig. 3, below).  Staff recommends 
the HPC table consideration of the replacement 6’ (six foot) tall wood fence until a survey of the site can 
be completed and a Department of Permitting Services Zoning review determines the fence location 
satisfies the established restrictions.  A separate HAWP should be submitted for the HPC’s consideration 

 
1 Source: Maryland Historical Trust – Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form for the St. Paul’s Street 
Survey District. 
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once the issue of the propriety of the fence placement along the north property line has been resolved. 
 

 
Figure 3: The existing stockade fence (highlighted in yellow) is outside the property boundary (shown in red). 

The second item proposed by the applicant is the installation of several sections of 4’ (four-foot) tall 
aluminum fencing to enclose the property’s rear yard.  The proposed aluminum fence will have an open 
character and a black finish (see below).  Because of its location, only a 6’ (six foot) wide section of the 
fence, between the garage and the existing fence along the south property boundary will be visible from 
the public right-of-way within the district.   
 

 
Figure 4: The proposed aluminum fence. 

Staff finds the majority of the fences in the Kensington Historic District are wood, though there are a few 
examples of other materials, including iron and chain link.  Staff find the open design and the 80’ (eighty 
foot) distance from the public right-of-way are both factors that weigh in favor of the proposed aluminum 
fence and Staff supports its approval under 24A-8(b)(2) and (d). 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission approve with one (1) condition the HAWP application;  

1. The approval of this HAWP only extends to the proposed 4’ (four foot) tall aluminum fence to 
enclose the rear of the subject property.  After an evaluation of the property boundary has been 
completed, the applicant may submit a separate HAWP for consideration of the replacement 
fence along the north property boundary; 

under the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b)(2) and (d), having found that the proposal will not 
substantially alter the exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the 
district and the purposes of Chapter 24A;  
 
and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2, 9, and 10; 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall present an electronic set of drawings, if 
applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 
 
and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 
application at staff’s discretion; 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will 
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or 
dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 
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Adjacent and Confronting Properties:   

 

 

 
Kensington, MD 20895 

 

 

 

 

10547 Saint Paul Street 

3710 Mitchell Road 

10549 Wheatley Street 

3421 Plyers Mill Road 

1601 Saint Paul Street 

10600 Saint Paul Street 
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Marc Elrich
County Executive

Rabbiah Sabbakhan 
Director

HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT APPLICATION
Application Date: 8/30/2023

Application No: 1042542
AP Type: HISTORIC 

Customer No: 1473467

2425 Reedie Drive, 7th Floor. Wheaton. MD 20902. (240)777-0311. (240)777-6256 TTY

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dps

DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES

Comments
Can provide photo of proposed fence if required.

Affidavit Acknowledgement
The Homeowner is the Primary applicant 
This application does not violate any covenants and deed restrictions

Primary Applicant Information
Location 10549 Saint Paul ST Kensington, MD 20895
Homeowner Tranchina
Homeowner Magee (Primary)

Historic Area Work Permit Details
Work Type ADD
Scope of Work Owners request to add small aluminum fence to enclose backyard of property at 10549 St. Paul Street.
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8/19/23

Allison Magee
10549 St Paul St

Kensington, MD  20895
Mont. 23RM3460

215 264-9318
pm32386@gmail.com

104'

10'w

<<

114' 6' vertical boardx x tight
xx 1x4

- - - - - - 

x9' vinyl 3x x
- - -  - - -- - - - - - -
- - -             - - -     - - - 
- - -  - -           - - - -     - - - 

N/A
X 114'

x x x
x Retail $ 7,361.  less 38 % 

coupon and volume   - 2,797.________
$ 4,564.

$ 4,564.
1,521.
1,521.
1,522.

4-6 weeks 1-2 days

price valid only with 
aluminum project
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