EXPEDITED
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFEF REPORT
Address: 34 W. Kirke St., Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 8/16/2023
Resource: Contributing Resource Report Date: 8/9/2023
Chevy Chase Village Historic District
Applicant: Melissa and Tom Dann Public Notice: 8/2/2023
Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a
Case No.: 1036771 Staff: Dan Bruechert
Proposal: Pergola Construction

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve
[] Approve with conditions

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource to the Chevy Chase Village Historic District
STYLE: Craftsman

DATE: 1915

Figure 1: The subject property is located at the corner of W. Kirke St. and Cedar Pkwy.



PROPOSAL

The applicant proposes to construct a pergola to the rear of the house. The pergola measures 10’ x 14’ x
10’ (ten feet wide, by fourteen feet deep, by ten feet tall) and will be constructed out of cedar. The
pergola will be anchored into the new patio, so it will not have a physical impact on any historic fabric.
Because the subject property is a corner lot, the pergola will be visible from the public right-of-way when
viewed in the absence of vegetation. Staff finds that wood pergolas are a common feature in the rear
yards of houses in Chevy Chase Village and the proposed work satisfies the ‘Moderate Scrutiny” review
required under the Chevy Chase Village Historic District Design Guidelines.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

Policy On Use of Expedited Staff Reports for Simple HAWP Cases
IV. The Expedited Staff Report format may be used on the following type of cases:

2. Modifications to a property, which do not significantly alter its visual character.

11. Construction or replacement of walkways, parking areas, patios, driveways or other
paved areas that are not readily visible from a public right-of-way and/or are compatible
in material, location, and design with the visual character of the historic site or district.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements
of this chapter, if it finds that:
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of
the purposes of this chapter; or
(d) Inthe case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district,
the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or
design significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously
impair the historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the
character of the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.)

Chevy Chase Village Historic District Design Guidelines
“Moderate Scrutiny” involves a higher standard of review than “lenient scrutiny.” Besides issues of
massing, scale, and compatibility, preserving the integrity of the resource is taken into account.
Alterations should be designed so that the altered structure still contributes to the district. Use of
compatible new materials, rather than the original building materials, should be permitted. Planned
changes should be compatible with the structure’s existing design, but should not be required to
replicate its architectural style.

Gazebos and other garden structures should be subject to moderate scrutiny if they are visible from
the right-of-way, lenient if they are not.

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or
features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The relevant Standards are as



follows:

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that,
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application; under the Criteria for Issuance
in Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2) and (d), having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the
exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes
of Chapter 24A,

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2, #9, and #10;

and with the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable Montgomery County or
local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must contact this
Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made;

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or
dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.

visit.



mailto:dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org

FOR STAFF ONLY:

\ HAWP# 1036771
s
apm P\ DATE ASSIGNED
& aa ) APPLICATION FOR

’ " HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

s ol HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
e / 301.563.3400

APPLICANT:

Name: Melissa and Tom Dann . melissasdann@gmail.com
ame: E-mail:

Address: 34 W Kirke Street City: Chevy Chase Zip: 20815

Daytime Phone: 202-489-6201 Tax Account No.: 00457848

AGENT/CONTACT (if applicable):

Name: N/A E-mail:

Address: City: Zip:

Daytime Phone: Contractor Registration No.:

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE: MIHP # of Historic Property 34 W Kirke Street

Chevy Chase

Is the Property Located within an Historic District? X_Yes/District Name
__No/Individual Site Name

Is there an Historic Preservation/Land Trust/Environmental Easement on the Property? If YES, include a
map of the easement, and documentation from the Easement Holder supporting this application.

Are other Planning and/or Hearing Examiner Approvals /Reviews Required as part of this Application?
(Conditional Use, Variance, Record Plat, etc.?) If YES, include information on these reviews as
supplemental information.

Building Number: S street: WV Kirke
Town/City: Chevy Chase Nearest Cross Street: Cedar Parkway
Lot: P7 Block:32_ Subdivision: 2 Parcel: 106

TYPE OF WORK PROPOSED: See the checklist on Page 4 to verify that all supporting items
for proposed work are submitted with this application. Incomplete Applications will not

be accepted for review. Check all that apply: (O] Shed/Garage/Accessory Structure
] New Construction [] Deck/Porch [] Solar

] Addition ] Fence [] Tree removal/planting

] Demolition ] Hardscape/Landscape [ | Window/Door

[l Grading/Excavation [ |  Roof [] Other:

I hereby certify that | have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct
and accurate and that the construction will comply with plans reviewed and approved by all nhecessary

agencies and hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.
iVielISSa snackieton pann (1112023

Signature of owner or authorized agent Date 4



HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner’s mailing address
34 W Kirke Street
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Owner’s Agent’s mailing address

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses

Mr. and Mrs. John Lynham
32 W. Kirke Street
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Mr. and Mrs. John Campanella
5910 Cedar Parkway
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Mr. and Mrs. James Dodson, Il
33 W. Kirke Street
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Claire M. Gilliam
5908 Cedar Parkway
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

John Talbott
5906 Cedar Parkway
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

David Holzworth & Roslyn Mazer
37 W Irving Street
Chevy Chase, MD 20815




Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures,
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Our house at 34 West Kirke Street is located within the Chevy Chase Village Historic District. The
house and garage with servants quarters were built in 1915 and are over a century old. Its second
owner was David Lawrence, founder of U.S. News & World Report (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David
Lawrence (publisher)), and it was later occupied by Admiral Chester Nimitz, Commander of the Pacific
Fleet in World War 1l (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chester W. Nimitz). In the Maryland Historic Trust
Inventory of Historic Properties in Chevy Chase, the house was singled out as "the most outstanding
large-scale bungalow built in Chevy Chase Village in the early 20th century."” The 2-story residence's
full-width porch supported by square columns with battered sides and detailed with exposed rafter tails
is typical Craftsman Style. The side-gabled, low-pitched roof with wide, overhanging eaves and topped
with a large, centered dormer enhanced with ribbon windows is distinctively associated with this style.
Between 2017-2019, we undertook an extensive renovation to the house under the design guidance of
Thomson & Cooke Architects. They developed plans for the renovation, working closely with HPC and
CC Village. In addition to the "main house," there is a detached garage built in a similar style to the

hniica Thic narana ic Aarandfatharad ac liviinA miiartare ac it ic nhimhad \A/arlr hae naw haon ~rnmnlatad

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:

We had requested and received approval to install an attached pergola to the front of the garage (HAWP
996752) but decided not to pursue it since we liked the simplicity of the facade. Instead, we would like to
put a freestanding 10' x 14' cedar pergola (stained white) on our flagstone terrace. The terrace is large
and would easily accommodate this structure which falls entirely within the BRL. There are a number of
CCV properties that have pergolas including 5914 Cedar Parkway and 16 Magnolia Parkway.



Work Item 1: INstalling a freestanding

escription of Current Condition: IProposed Work:

We have a large flagstone terrace |We propose to install a non-permanent
that can accommodate multiple  |pergola measuring 10' x 14' at one of
seating and dining areas. the corners of the existing flagstone
Currently, we just have a seating |terrace. It would be a freestanding, 4
area and would like to put an column structure, made of cedar and
outdoor table underneath a stained white.

pergola.
Work Item 2:

escription of Current Condition: IProposed Work:
Work Item 3:

escription of Current Condition: IProposed Work:




HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

CHECKLIST OF

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Required

Attachments

1. Written 2. Site Plan 3. Plans/ 4. Material 5. Photographs 6. Tree Survey 7. Property
Proposed Description Elevations Specifications Owner
Work Addresses
New * * * * * * *
Construction
Additions/ * * * * * * *
Alterations
Demolition * * * * *

*

Deck/Porch * * * * * *
Fence/Wall * * * * * * *
Driveway/ * * * * * *
Parking Area
Grading/Exc * * * * * *
avation/Land
scaing
Tree Removal * * * * * *
Siding/ Roof * * * * * *
Changes
Window/ * * * * * *
Door Changes
Masonry * * * * * *
Repair/
Repoint
Signs * * * * * *
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