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Project Title: Privacy fencing along the perimeter of 10302 Fawcett Street in 

compliance with Montgomery County’s pool height regulations and cobblestone 

driveway replacement and extension. 

Project Description and Justification:  

This project aims to install fencing around the perimeter of 10302 Fawcett Street to 

meet Montgomery County’s regulations for an in-ground pool and to achieve privacy 

along the sides and rear of the property. 

We propose to install a 5-feet high wrought iron fence (Figure 1) and driveway gate with 

adjacent stone posts (Figure 2) along the front of the property and along the sides of the 

property ending at the front aspect of the front porch.  

We propose to install a 6-feet high solid cedar privacy fence (Figure 3) along both sides 

of the property, beginning at the front aspect of the front porch and extending to the 

rear, and across the rear of the property as indicated on the plat marked by the symbols 

xxxx (Figure 4).  

To the left side of the home on Lot 3 we propose to install a 5-feet high cedar gate with 

10-feet high trellis (Figure 5) connecting the side of the house and the side privacy 

fence.  

We propose to replace the concrete driveway and walkway with cobblestone (Figure 6) 

and extend the driveway by 14-feet towards the back of the property.  

The justification for the proposed fence height and forward extension of a >4-feet high 

fence beyond the home’s original rear footprint are as follows: 

• Justification for a 5-feet high versus 4-feet high wrought iron fence in front: 

We propose a 5-feet high fence along the front of the property to meet the 

Montgomery County barrier requirements around a residential pool, given our 

intention to install a pool in the rear of the home as a subsequent project. These 

requirements state “A swimming pool over 18-inches deep, or the property on 

which the pool is constructed, must be enclosed by a fence or wall that is at least 

5-feet high”.  
 

• Justification for extending the 6-feet cedar privacy fence to a distance 

equivalent to the front aspect of the front porch.  

 

o Justification # 1: Neighbors directly adjacent to Lot 2 cut many branches 

on a large mature tree that were extending into their property but was also 

providing a thick layer of privacy between our homes. Due to this 

excessive limb loss, the large tree died. We removed the dead tree 

resulting in a very large open space exposing much of the neighbor’s 

home and eliminating privacy. We planted 4 large 10-feet high white pine 

trees in this space to re-establish privacy. However, three out of the four 
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trees died because the decomposing roots from the original tree 

prevented the new trees to take hold. Consequently, our arborist has 

indicated that a new tree cannot yet be planted in this space and that 

years will pass before new tree(s) can achieve privacy in this space.  

 

o Justification # 2: The neighbor’s house directly adjacent to Lot 2 when 

built (likely in the 1950’s/1960’s) was placed ~24 feet closer to the street 

than our house and other homes on Fawcett Street built during the early 

1900’s. This forward offset of our neighbor’s home, relative to our home, 

limits privacy provided by a fence placed toward the rear of our home. A 

photo of our side yard and view of neighbor’s home from our front porch is 

shown in Figure 7. A 6-feet high cedar privacy fence extended to the front 

aspect of our front porch will in part alleviate this issue. A further 

justification for 6-feet high cedar fence rather than a 5-feet high cedar 

fence is that the height of the fence line on our property is approximately 

2.5-feet below the level of the sidewalk in front of our home. 

Consequently, the effective height of a 6-feet high cedar privacy fence on 

our property, when viewed from the sidewalk in front or our home, will be < 

4-feet. Finally, the 6-feet height of the proposed cedar privacy fence 

extending forward to the middle of our neighbor’s home is consistent with 

the height and forward distance of the privacy fence present on the 

opposite side of our neighbors’ home (Figure 8). In addition, on the other 

side of the neighbor’s home there is a privacy fence. We propose that our 

privacy fence be extended to the same length as this existing fence, see 

figure 8.  

 

• Solid cedar fencing justification: We propose solid cedar fencing and not 

shadowboxing fencing to maximize privacy on the sides and rear of our home. 

Additionally, we have a large dog as do our neighbors adjacent to Lot 3. We 

prefer a solid fence to limit the dogs seeing each other and barking across the 

fence.    

Replacement of existing concrete driveway and walkway with cobblestone and 14 

-feet extension of the driveway towards the back of the property (figure 6).  We 

propose extending the existing driveway by 14-feet in length to end at the front aspect 

of the porch. Width of the driveway will not change. The shape and size of the walkway 

will not change other than replacing the concrete, which is aging and broken, with 

cobblestone.  
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Figure 1
5-feet high wrought iron fence 
across front and sides (a portion) of 
the property. 

16



Figure 2
Stone posts framing driveway with gate
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Figure 3

• Mid- Atlantic Deck and Fence Co 
(410-544-1987)

• www.midatlanticdeckandfence.c
om

• 6-feet high cedar privacy fence
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Figure 4 

Symbol Key: 
XXX: 6-feet high solid cedar fencing
////: 5-feet high wrought iron fencing 
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Figure 5

• 5-feet high cedar gate and 10-
feet high trellis
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Figure 6 
• Cobblestone for driveway and 

walkway
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Figure 7 Lot 2- Side Fencing Placement 

Red box indicates the placement of 6-feet high 
cedar privacy fence on Lot 3 in relation to our 
neighbor’s home. The blue arrow indicates where 
the 6-feet high privacy fence would end. The red 
arrow indicate where the 5-feet high wrought iron 
fence would be placed. 
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Figure 8

• Solid privacy fencing on opposite 
side of our neighbor’s house 
adjacent to Lot 2. This fence is 
extended towards the street and 
ends at the middle of the house. 
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