
Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update 111/17/2022

Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update
Master Plan Process and Planning Board Briefing

Montgomery Planning Upcounty Planning Division 11/17/2022
Agenda item 8

Gregg Road, a rustic road recommended as exceptional rustic
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The Rustic Roads Program in County Code
• Chapter 49, Streets and Roads, of the 

Montgomery County Code contains the 
laws governing roadways in the county. 

• Article 8 of Chapter 49 provides the 
purpose and definitions of the Rustic 
Roads Program, plus procedures for the 
classification, reclassification, 
maintenance, and improvements of 
roads in the program.

• Chapter 50, Subdivision of Land, makes 
brief mentions of rustic roads to protect 
scenic views and significant features

View of field from 
Elton Farm Road

Boat launch area
Rileys Lock Road
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A Rustic Road
• natural, agricultural, or historic features are 

predominant
• master planned land use goals and zoning 

are compatible with a rural/rustic character
• narrow and intended for local use
• low traffic volume
• one of the following characteristics:

o outstanding natural features
o outstanding vistas
o access to historic resources

• does not have unsafe conditions
• classification does not impair the function 

or safety of the road network

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 49. Streets and Roads.
Article 8. Rustic Roads Program
Sec. 49-78. Rustic road classification and reclassification.

Long view of field from 
Old Bucklodge Lane

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-68089


Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update 511/17/2022

An Exceptional
Rustic Road
• is a rustic road
• must meet all three of the following:

1. contributes significantly to the natural, 
agricultural, or historic characteristics 
of the county

2. unusual features found on few other 
roads

3. would be more negatively affected by 
improvements or modifications

Seneca Creek
Berryville Road
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Background - Timeline
1980 The Functional Master Plan for the Preservation of Agriculture and Rural Open Space in Montgomery 

County (AROS) is approved and adopted.

1990 A County Council Task Force publishes A Proposal for a Rural/Rustic Roads Program, which recommended 
82 roads for the program.

1993 The County Council incorporates the Rustic Roads Program into the County Code. 

1994 The Clarksburg Master Plan & Hyattstown Special Study Area designates the first set of rustic roads.

1996 The Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan is approved and adopted (66 roads added to the program).

1997-2019 Multiple master plans add 34 roads to the program (and removed one).
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Rustic Roads FMP
Update Purpose
• Assess roads which have been 

nominated to the program

• Complete the incomplete descriptions 
of roads already in the program

• Consider reclassifications of some 
existing rustic roads

• Change extents of some rustic roads

• Update existing road descriptions and 
recommend changes to their significant 
features
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Master Plan 
Boundary
Except for one road in 
the northern portion of 
Midcounty (Game 
Preserve Road), all 
roads in the Rustic 
Roads Program are in 
the Upcounty area.
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Introduction
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Vision
Rustic and Exceptional Rustic Roads:

• Significant features of rustic and exceptional 
roads continue to be preserved

• Rustic roads provide safe and scenic access to 
existing and future farms and related 
businesses

• Land uses along rustic roads are not expected 
to significantly change

• Provide the county with opportunities for 
heritage tours and economic development

• Impart the county’s history to future 
generations

Rocklands Farm Winery, 
Montevideo Road

View across Farm Field, 
Montevideo Road

Northern portion of 
Montevideo Road
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Roadway Character
• Rustic roads are narrow two-lane 

roads that follow the natural 
topography.

• Most rustic roads do not have 
drainage facilities.

• Preservation of landscape elements 
along the edges of rustic roads is 
encouraged in the plan.

View of Sugarloaf Mountain, 
Intersection of Comus and Peach Tree Roads
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Bridges
The bridges on roads in this 
master plan are varied and offer 
interesting character and historic 
value, while still providing 
functionality for vehicles. Many of 
the bridges on rustic roads have 
been identified as significant 
features. 

One-lane timber bridge, 
Mouth of Monocacy Road

One-lane bridge over 
Great Seneca Creek, 

Black Rock Road
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Significant Features
• The significant features are those elements 

that need to be preserved when the roads 
are maintained and improved [Sec. 49-78 
(d)], or when a public utility completes 
work on or near the roads. [Sec. 49-79 (c)]

• Each rustic road and exceptional rustic 
road must be maintained and improved in 
a manner that preserves the road's 
significant features, but this requirement 
does not preclude improvements to 
promote safety or movement of farm 
equipment. [Sec. 49-79 (a)]

Belle Cote Drive, an Exceptional Rustic Road
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Equity
• Staff reviewed each of the existing 

individual road profiles using National 
Park Service Guidance to updated 
language in the Plan. 

• When possible, highlighted the histories 
of underrepresented groups and 
communities in the histories of those 
road profiles written as a part of this 
update.

• Considered adding roads to the program 
from communities established by 
formerly enslaved people and their 
descendants.

Inez Zeigler McAbee House,
Holsey Road 
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Road 
Recommendations
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Summary of Criteria 
Evaluation
Table shows how the road 
qualifies as rustic or exceptional 
rustic. 
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Road Recommendations
This chapter contains all plan recommendations for existing and 
nominated rustic roads. 

Nominated Roads Recommended as Rustic (17 roads)
Existing Rustic Roads with No Changes (33 roads)
Existing Rustic Roads with Extent Changes or Clarifications (15 roads)
Existing Rustic Roads with New Road Profiles (24 roads)
Existing Rustic Roads with Revisions to Significant Features (31 roads)
Existing Rustic Roads with a Classification Change from Rustic to Exceptional 
Rustic (16 roads)
Roads Not Recommended as Rustic (2 existing and 6 nominated roads)
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Individual Road 
Recommendations
• All road recommendations in the 

master plan are detailed in this section

• Roads with no new recommendations 
may have other updated details in their 
road profiles

• Roads previously lacking a full 
description contain a recommendation 
to approve the new road profile and 
significant features 
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Rustic Roads as Recommended
• 115 total

o 79 Rustic Roads

o 26 Exceptional 
Rustic Roads

o 10 with segments 
that are both rustic 
and exceptional 
rustic

• 8 Not recommended 
as rustic
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Traffic and Crash Analysis: Requirements
• Rustic roads must be “low volume [with] traffic volumes that do not detract significantly from the 

rustic character of the road.” [County Code section 49-78(b)(3)]

• “The history of vehicle and pedestrian accidents on the road in its current configuration does 
not suggest unsafe conditions.” [County Code section 49-78(b)(5)]

• County Code does not specify a traffic volume or crash rate above which a rustic designation 
would be inappropriate.

• 1996 RRFMP guidance suggests 3,000 average weekday trips as “low volume.”

• For the 1996 RRFMP, Montgomery Planning and MCDOT reviewed all roads with eight or more 
reported accidents in a five-year period, excluding those where alcohol was a factor.



Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update 2411/17/2022

All County Crashes Heat Map
• Six-year period (2015-2020)

• 67,167 total crashes mapped

• More traffic = more crashes
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Rustic Road Crashes Heat Map
(Non-Intersection)
• Six-year period (2015-2020)

• 441 total non-intersection 
crashes mapped on existing and 
nominated rustic roads

• “Hottest” roads:

• Old Hundred Road and Frederick 
Road in Hyattstown

• Game Preserve Road near 
Gaithersburg

• Glen Road, Glen Mill Road, and 
South Glen Road near Potomac
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Crash Map Examples

#7 crash rate for existing roads: Game Preserve Road – 1.66 miles 
– 888 AADT – 71 crashes (34 non-intersection)

#2 crash rate for nominated roads: Emory Church Road – 0.72
miles – 351 AADT – 41 crashes (1 non-intersection)



Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update 2811/17/2022

Road Profiles
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Road Profile Format
• Road profiles for all roads 

recommended as rustic or 
exceptional rustic are included in a 
separate plan appendix

• Profiles are based on the 1996 RRFMP 
format and include:

o Introductory Statement

o Significant Features

o History

o Traveling Experience

o Environment

o Road Characteristics

o Map and Photos
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Environment
This new section provides details 
on important natural resources 
along or near each road. Major 
themes of the environmental 
sections are:
• Parks and trails

• Forest and trees

• Watersheds and stream water 
quality

• Mineral resources

Tree Canopy, 
Old Bucklodge Lane

Watts Branch, Glen Road

Sandstone wall, 
Martinsburg Road
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Online Feedback

www.mcatlas.org/rrfmprecshttps://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/transportation/highway-
planning/rustic-roads/rustic-roads-functional-master-plan/

http://www.mcatlas.org/rrfmprecs
https://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/transportation/highway-planning/rustic-roads/rustic-roads-functional-master-plan/
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Implementation and 
Next Steps
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Context
• Rustic roads must be maintained in a 

manner that provided for safe travel for 
all modes (including roads designated as 
snow emergency routes)

• Roads need to provide for the adequate 
movement of farm equipment

• Maintains the integrity of the natural, 
cultural, and historic character of rustic 
roads while sustaining the economic 
viability for agricultural production along 
them Farm equipment
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Rustic Roads Advisory Committee
• Emphasizes their role in overseeing the 

program

1. Promote awareness of the Rustic Roads Program;

2. Review and comment on the classification of 
roads in program;

3. Review and comment on Executive Regulations 
and other county policies and programs that may 
affect the program; and

4. Report on June 1 of each even numbered year to
the Executive, Council, and Planning Board on the 
status of the Rustic Roads Program.

• Discusses the composition of the committee

• Discusses the role of MCDOT with the 
committee

Site Visit with RRAC member 
on Elton Farm Road
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Implementation Recommendations
• Stakeholder Meetings

• Maintenance and Improvements

• Traffic Calming

• Scenic Views

• Bicycle Master Plan

• Pedestrian Master Plan, Complete Streets, 
and Vision Zero

• Maryland Scenic Byways

• Rustic Roads Program Awareness

• Historic Preservation

• Plan Updates

Holland Farm,
Brighton Dam Road

Howard Chapel Road
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Avery Road Question
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Avery Road 
(continued)

Approved for 
11 single-

family houses

Images from Google Maps

https://maps.roads.maryland.gov/itms_public/?
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Questions

A miniature cow along Aitcheson Road, nominated as a rustic road
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