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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Address: 5707 Surrey Street, Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 11/16/2022 
 
Resource: Non-Contributing Resource Report Date: 11/09/2022 
 Somerset Historic District 
  
Applicant:  Laura Sullivan Public Notice: 11/02/2022 
 
Review: HAWP Tax Credit:  Partial   
 
Permit No.: 1009881 Staff: Rebeccah Ballo   
 
Proposal: Alteration to front stairs and hardscape alteration. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

 
SIGNIFICANCE: Non-Contributing Resource to the Somerset Historic District 
STYLE: Colonial Revival-style Cape Cod 
DATE: c.1937 

  
Figure 1: The subject property, shown with the red arrow, is located on the east side of Surrey Street.  
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PROPOSAL 
The applicant proposes to reset the existing brick pathway in the front yard in a new concrete sub-base, 
demolish the existing front stoop, and construct a new front stair.  
 
APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 
Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

(b) 
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic                            

resource within an historic district; or 
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,         

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic 
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the 
purposes of this chapter; or 

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private 
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a 
manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the 
historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or 

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or 
(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of   

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or 
(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource 

located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit of 
the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the permit. 

(d)    In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district, 
the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design 
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the 
historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of 
the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.) 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible 
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, 
which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The applicable Standards are as follows: 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that 
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

The subject property is a one-and-a-half story Colonial Revival style Cape Cod dwelling. It was 
constructed c. 1937 and is one of several infill houses within the Somerset Historic District. Somerset 
defines “Contributing” houses as all those constructed prior to 1915. All those constructed after 1915 are 
to be reviewed with a specific eye towards 24A-8(d). There is one HAWP on file for this address for 
several alterations that were approved in 1997.1 
 

 
1 https://mcatlas.org/tiles/06_HistoricPreservation_PhotoArchives/Padlock/HAR60640003/Box014/35-36-
97B_Somerset%20Historic%20District_5707%20Surrey%20Street_05-14-1997.pdf  

https://mcatlas.org/tiles/06_HistoricPreservation_PhotoArchives/Padlock/HAR60640003/Box014/35-36-97B_Somerset%20Historic%20District_5707%20Surrey%20Street_05-14-1997.pdf
https://mcatlas.org/tiles/06_HistoricPreservation_PhotoArchives/Padlock/HAR60640003/Box014/35-36-97B_Somerset%20Historic%20District_5707%20Surrey%20Street_05-14-1997.pdf
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Figure 2: c.1980s image of the subject property, courtesy of M-NCPPC Historic Preservation Office.   
 
 
The proposal to reset the existing brickwalkway in concrete and to alter the front stairs is in keeping with 
this non-contributing resource. The front stoop will remain at the current width and height, and be 
repaired as needed. The first step from the yard to the stoop will be demolished, widened to match the 
width of the stoop, and be made slightly taller so that both steps will measure no more than 8” in height. 
No part of this proposal is removing or altering historic building materials and there will be no impact to 
the character of the District from these minor alterations.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in 
Chapter 24A-8(b)(1)(2), and (d), having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior 
features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of 
Chapter 24A,  
 
and is compatible with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #10; 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall present an electronic set of drawings, if 
applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 
 
and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 
application at staff’s discretion; 
 
and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will 
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contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3404 or 
rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 

mailto:rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org


APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
301.563.3400

APPLICANT:

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________  City: ________________ Zip:____________ 

Daytime Phone: ___________________________  Tax Account No.: _________________________ 

AGENT/CONTACT (if applicable):

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________  City: ________________ Zip:____________ 

Daytime Phone: ___________________________  Contractor Registration No.: _______________ 

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE: MIHP # of Historic Property___________________________

Is the Property Located within an Historic District? 

Is there an Historic Preservation/Land Trust/Environmental Easement on the Property? If YES, include a 
map of the easement, and documentation from the Easement Holder supporting this application.

Are other Planning and/or Hearing Examiner Approvals /Reviews Required as part of this Application? 
(Conditional Use, Variance, Record Plat, etc.?) If YES, include information on these reviews as 
supplemental information. 

Building Number: ________________ Street: ______________________________________________ 

Town/City: __________________________ Nearest Cross Street: __________________________________ 

Lot: ____________ Block: ___________ Subdivision: _______ Parcel: _____

TYPE OF WORK PROPOSED: See the checklist on Page 4 to verify that all supporting items 
for  proposed work are submitted with this application. Incomplete Applications will not 
be accepted for review. Check all that apply:
� New Construction
� Addition
� Demolition
� Grading/Excavation

� Deck/Porch
� Fence
� Hardscape/Landscape
� Roof

� Shed/Garage/Accessory Structure
� Solar
� Tree removal/planting
� Window/Door
� Other:__________________

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct
and accurate and that the construction will comply with plans reviewed and approved by all necessary
agencies and hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

Signature of owner or authorized agent Date

For Staff only:
HAWP#______________
Date assigned_______

__Yes/District Name_________________
__No/Individual Site Name_________________

1009881



4727 Essex Avenue
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

5710 Surrey Street
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

4801 Essex Avenue
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures, 
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:



Work Item 1:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 2:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 3:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:



HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 
CHECKLIST OF 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

Required 
Attachments 

Proposed 
Work 

I. Written
Description

2. Site Plan 3. Plans/ 
Elevations

4. Material 
Specifications 

5. Photographs 6. Tree Survey 7. Property
Owner 
Addresses

New 
Construction * * * * * * * 

Additions/ 
Alterations * * * * * * * 

Demolition * * * * * 

Deck/Porch * * * * * 
* 

* 

Fence/Wall * * * * * * * 

Driveway/ 
Parking Area * * * * * * 

Grading/Exc
avation/Land
scaing 

* * * * * * 

Tree Removal * * * * * * 

Siding/ Roof 
Changes * * * * * * 

Window/ 
Door Changes * * * * * * 

Masonry 
Repair/ 
Repoint 

* * * * * * 

Signs * * * * * * 









Current Photos of Walkway and Stairs 

LSullivan
Stamp

LSullivan
Stamp

LSullivan
Stamp



Examples of proposed fixes 









From: Laura Sullivan
To: Ballo, Rebeccah
Subject: Re: 5707 Surrey Street, Chevy Chase HAWP#1009881
Date: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 3:34:20 PM
Attachments: image004.png

image003.png
image002.png
image005.png
image001.png

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

So the contractor said he thinks the threshold is in good shape and he believes he can work with
what is there. He says the base looks good, but I guess there’s no way to know for sure until he gets
in there. I’ve got my fingers crossed! 

On Tue, Nov 1, 2022 at 3:18 PM Ballo, Rebeccah <rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org>
wrote:

Thank you Laura! I just have one last question: Are you proposing to demolish and rebuild your
existing threshold or just alter the grade very slightly to get the even rise of 16” across the
entirety?

 

Best,

 

 

 Rebeccah Ballo

Historic Preservation Supervisor

 

Montgomery County Planning Department

2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902

Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org

o: 301.563.3404

 

               

 

 

 

mailto:laurasullivan3870@gmail.com
mailto:Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F2425%2BReedie%2BDrive%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C01%7Crebeccah.ballo%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C45eb1e56056647123f8d08dabc400f02%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638029280593565988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oMmi5bmgDOZ7%2FGGPoj69irAFIQEa%2BucdEVXDVk5K75s%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmontgomeryplanning&data=05%7C01%7Crebeccah.ballo%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C45eb1e56056647123f8d08dabc400f02%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638029280593565988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aG4TfkGRN43cN5su%2FcukRStvjMPDVhSMjokDUhekZAE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fmontgomeryplans&data=05%7C01%7Crebeccah.ballo%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C45eb1e56056647123f8d08dabc400f02%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638029280593565988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5PnjsoRhzvWI7uRAQKY7RUv1QvzcNdPIxRW6Fj%2Fbu2U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fmontgomeryplanning&data=05%7C01%7Crebeccah.ballo%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C45eb1e56056647123f8d08dabc400f02%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638029280593565988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6qMHU1ybayBT07dgroq29hJxEXbdqrA8le%2FtcdwEJGM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryplanning.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Crebeccah.ballo%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C45eb1e56056647123f8d08dabc400f02%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638029280593722207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I%2Fd%2FB4DD5S%2FBZsoQNLXqLvKkhsm%2Fz%2FUYB3ewyA8fJLA%3D&reserved=0







From: Laura Sullivan <laurasullivan3870@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 1, 2022 1:32 PM
To: Ballo, Rebeccah <rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org>
Subject: Re: 5707 Surrey Street, Chevy Chase HAWP#1009881

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Hi Rebeccah, 

 

Thanks for the email. I've put together two drawings of the current stairs and the proposed stairs
with measurements. Sorry I'm not the best artist! Hopefully the measurements will help. 

 

The existing height of the platform varies between 15 and 17 inches, and the new proposed height
is 16. The current width of the platform is 82.5 inches, and the current stair is 48 inches wide. The
proposed width of the platform is 82.5 inches and the proposed width of the new stair would be
82.5 inches. 

 

Please let me know what else I can provide. Thank you for your time looking at my project! 

 

Best, Laura Sullivan 

202-744-7185

 

On Mon, Oct 31, 2022 at 9:02 AM Ballo, Rebeccah <rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org>
wrote:

 

Good morning,

 

Thank you for submitting your HAWP application. We have placed this case on the HPC
agenda for November 16th, pending receipt of some additional items.

 

Can you please send me the following information by Wednesday morning (11/2):

mailto:laurasullivan3870@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F5707%2BSurrey%2BStreet%2C%2BChevy%2BChase%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C01%7Crebeccah.ballo%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C45eb1e56056647123f8d08dabc400f02%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638029280593722207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BZpcLkB0iN6FxmYEcrkPNA1kS54ZGlyFG9%2BCxjk8798%3D&reserved=0
mailto:rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org


 

Please provide a sketch or clearer description of the front step alteration. Please state the
existing height and then the proposed height. Also, with the bushes it is difficult to tell the
final proposed width of the step. Can you please measure this? These measurements can
be given in a narrative or a rough sketch showing existing and proposed dimensions.

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out. Staff reports post 1 week before
the hearing date and I will send you the link when it is ready. I will discuss meeting procedures
for the HPC at that time as well.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

 Rebeccah Ballo

Historic Preservation Supervisor

 

Montgomery County Planning Department

2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902

Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org

o: 301.563.3404

 

               

 

 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F2425%2BReedie%2BDrive%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C01%7Crebeccah.ballo%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C45eb1e56056647123f8d08dabc400f02%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638029280593722207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XR6kc%2B7Ml0tQXhlYI2TGgCtDwlnUA%2FmmFPZ1CNE0tkc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Rebeccah.Ballo@montgomeryplanning.org
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmontgomeryplanning&data=05%7C01%7Crebeccah.ballo%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C45eb1e56056647123f8d08dabc400f02%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638029280593722207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BpB2Fw0WzrucN4LdzJvBdg8hOEbwSenMGgBVO2wmQt0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fmontgomeryplans&data=05%7C01%7Crebeccah.ballo%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C45eb1e56056647123f8d08dabc400f02%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638029280593722207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mdjFrpzA25fBn9NPDGmy%2Baavdh0dYV%2BknIJQS7QRAGk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fmontgomeryplanning&data=05%7C01%7Crebeccah.ballo%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C45eb1e56056647123f8d08dabc400f02%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638029280593722207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uNZj3oR3WzcflkdSzeYfxbnMf8MOh%2Ft6%2Fdk3O5XwRuQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryplanning.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Crebeccah.ballo%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C45eb1e56056647123f8d08dabc400f02%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638029280593722207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I%2Fd%2FB4DD5S%2FBZsoQNLXqLvKkhsm%2Fz%2FUYB3ewyA8fJLA%3D&reserved=0

	II.D - 5707 Surrey Street, Chevy Chase - 1009881
	ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
	STYLE: Colonial Revival-style Cape Cod
	Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8



	d. 5707 Surrey Street, Chevy Chase - 1009881
	Blank Page
	Blank Page

	Front Stairs Drawings 
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	Date assigned: 
	Name: Laura Sullivan
	Email: laurasullivan3870@gmail.com
	Address: 5707 Surrey St.
	City: Chevy Chase
	Zip: 20815
	Daytime Phone: 202-744-7185
	Tax Account No: 00538158
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	Email_2: 
	Address_2: 
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	Zip_2: 
	Daytime Phone_2: 
	Contractor Registration No: 
	LOCATION OF BUILDINGPREMISE MIHP  of Historic Property: 
	YesDistrict Name: Town of Somerset
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	TownCity: Somerset
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	Text1: 5707 Surrey St. is a gray brick frame, 3 bedroom home with a slate roof. It has grass out front and a brick pathway leading to the front door in the middle of the house. There is one stair that rises to a landing in front of the front door. An addition was added to the back in the 1990s. It sits on a tree lined street in the middle of the Town of Somerset. It is one of the neighborhood's smallest lots, surrounded on both sides by two large land tracks with large houses. The land the house sits on was partitioned off in the 1940s to build the house. 
	Text2: The project will repair the current brick pathway which is uneven and pooling water and ice. The project will re-use the current bricks, removing them temporarily to level the path, and replacing them and sealing them with mortar. The project will also repair the one gray flagstone stair and the gray flagstone landing in front of the front door. The flagstone is breaking apart in multiple places leaving holes and dips. The project will replace the gray flagstone with new gray flagstone. Additionally the current stair is not up to code. It currently rises 13 inches. The repair will bring the stair to the correct height of 7-8 inches and widen it to the width of the landing so people don't fall off the landing when exiting. 
	Work Item 1: Repair brick pathway
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	Description of Current Condition: Pathway slopes and is pooling water
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	Work Item 2: Repair 1 stair and landing
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	Proposed Work_2: Replace the gray flagstone with new gray flagstone. Fix the one stair so that it rises to the appropriate height and matches the width of the landing so people don't fall off the landing.
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