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Preliminary Consultation 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Address: 7209 MacArthur Blvd., Bethesda Meeting Date: 10/26/2022 

  

Resource: Contributing  Report Date: 10/19/2022 

 Potomac Overlook Historic District 

   

Applicant:  Kim & Arthur Newmyer Public Notice: 10/12/2022 

     (Robert Black, Architect) 

  

Review: HAWP Staff: Dan Bruechert 

 

Proposal: Partial demolition and construction of a new rear addition, hardscape alteration, and 

fenestration alterations. 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION  

 

Staff recommends the applicant make any revisions recommended by the HPC and return for a HAWP 

with the identified additional information.  

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource to the Potomac Overlook Historic District 

STYLE: 1958 

DATE: Mid-Century (Highview Model) 

 

 
Figure 1: The subject property is setback from MacArthur Blvd. so it is not visible from the right-of-way. 
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PROPOSAL 

 

The applicant proposes work in five main areas: 

1. Removing a non-historic bay and constructing a new addition;  

2. Replacing existing windows;  

3. Replacing the existing sliding glass doors; 

4. Replacing the existing skylights and installing one additional skylight; 

5. Installing new porch railings. 

In addition to the work identified above, the applicant proposes to replace the existing roof with an 

architectural shingle roof, to repair the existing window wall and replace the glazing with tempered and/or 

insulated units, to repair the existing siding, and restore (or replace in-kind) the wood exterior doors.  This 

work does not require a HAWP but is eligible for the County Historic Preservation Tax Credit. 

 

The plans show an expanded patio/landing and steps to the carport on the proposed floor plans.  No 

details about this element’s current condition or materials proposed were included with the application; 

and without that information, Staff cannot provide any feedback about that proposal.  More details are 

needed with the HAWP application for a thorough evaluation. 

  

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

 

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Potomac Overlook Historic District several 

documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These 

documents include the Potomac Overlook Guidelines (Guidelines), Montgomery County Code Chapter 

24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards).  The 

pertinent information in these documents is outlined below. 

 

Potomac Overlook Design Guidelines 

Changes to houses in the Potomac Overlook Historic District are guided by three overall objectives: 

1. Preserve historical architectural features and details; 

2. Deteriorated architectural details should be repaired rather than replaced; and  

3. Replace historic features in-kind when restoration is not an option. 

Existing Infill and Additions - The residents of Potomac Overlook benefited from the expertise of John 

Matthews, who built and lived in the subdivision for over 50 years, and the guidance of the covenants 

committee. As a result, many of the infill and addition projects are compatible with the original building 

due to the use of matching materials, finishes, and design. When planning an infill or addition to a historic 

building, property owners and architects should minimize negative effects that may occur to the historic 

building or setting.  The overall design of an infill or addition should keep with the design character of the 

district, but be distinguishable from the historic section of the house in subtle ways. 
1. Design of new infill or additions shall be compatible with the primary building. 

2. Consider the infill of patios, screened-in porches, open porches, and other such areas before the 

construction of new additions. 

3. Place new additions on the gable-end of houses to the greatest extent possible. This will allow the houses to 

retain their character defining form. 

4. Avoid infill of carports. These are character defining features of the historic district.  
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5. Infill of the breezeways (between the carports and the house) should be avoided but will be considered on a 

case-by-case basis. Any proposed enclosure of these spaces should consider transparent materials and 

design.  

6. All new addition should be planned with consideration of the viewsheds of surrounding houses to the 

greatest extent possible.  

7. For properties with site conditions (setback requirements, etc.) that do not permit the infill of existing 

spaces or gable-end additions, all proposed additions must be secondary to and compliment the existing 

scale, massing, and design of the house. 

 

Fenestration Patterns - The solid-to-void ratio and design of the fenestration pattern within Potomac 

Overlook are character defining features of the buildings. The downhill side of the building reveals the 

single-leaf entry, limited windows, and carport (if attached or semi-attached). The uphill side consists of 

window walls, balconies, and patios. Plate glass window walls of infinite design configurations provided 

the architects the ability to augment the relationship between the interior and exterior spaces.  Design 

Objectives:  

1. These fenestration patterns should be preserved and maintained. 

 

Patios And Walkways - The relationship of a walkway and/or patio affects the site, streetscape, and 

character of the historic district and requires a HAWP.  Ordinary maintenance or the in-kind replacement 

of existing patios or walkways does not require a HAWP.  The replacement of existing non-historic patios 

and walkways (with no increase in square footage) with new materials require a HAWP. Eligible 

applications will be reviewed administratively by staff.  

 

New or expanded walkways may be constructed of concrete, stone, brick, pavers, or gravel. Patios may be 

constructed of concrete, stone, brick, pavers, or other permeable materials. Any application for walkways 

or patios less than 100 square.  Design Objectives: 
1. Preserve the original materials of patios and walkways.  

2. Replacement materials should be compatible with the character of the district.  

• Use materials that will minimize the impact of the patio and walkway on the historic district. 

Siding – The dwelling’s brick veneer on the first story and redwood siding (either tongue-and-groove or 

board-and-batten) on the second story are character defining material in Potomac Overlook.  These 

materials add textural qualities, visual continuity, and character to the overall streetscape and shall be 

preserved. 

Non-historic materials, such as cementitious fiberboard, are not appropriate as the primary siding material. 

The HPC may permit the use of smooth cementitious fiberboard in locations where: 1) the redwood siding 

has already been replaced with synthetic siding; 2) the building retains the original T1-11 siding (possible 

on only the Highview models); or 3) on new additions. 

Skylights - Skylights are visible on all elevations throughout Potomac Overlook. While bubble-domed 

skylights were original to the historic district, it is recommended that all new skylights have as low of a 

profile as possible. 

Decks and Balconies - The architects designed two of the three models with decks or balconies. The 

Highview models featured a small balcony on the rear elevation and the Valleyview model had a larger 

deck on the side elevation. Over the last 60 years, property owners have constructed or altered decks on 

many of the houses. Any exterior alteration to an existing deck/balcony or construction of a new 

deck/balcony will require a HAWP. Design Objective: 
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1. Existing non-historic decks and balconies may be retained at the discretion of the property owner, removed, 

or restored to the original condition (if applicable). Alterations to these decks and balconies require a 

HAWP. 

2. The design and materials of new decks and balconies shall be compatible with the house. Property owners 

shall avoid designs that are incompatible with the character of the historic district.  

3. Utilize deck-mounted railing posts and avoid the installation of fascia-mounted railing posts.  

4. All railing systems shall be constructed of wood or metal. Horizontal tension cables may be utilized instead 

of traditional wood spindles.  

5. Deck flooring shall be constructed of wood. 

Windows – Original windows shall be repaired or replaced in-kind.  Single-lite window inserts between 

the mullions will not be permitted.  The Window Design Objectives are: 

1. Preserve the size and shape of all window openings. 

2. Original windows shall not be infilled with plywood. 

3. Retain original windows to the greatest extent possible. 

4. If necessary, replacement windows shall match the existing windows with respect to design and 

configuration. Divided-light or simulated divided-light windows are not appropriate.  

5. If necessary, the in-kind replacement of the aluminum-sash slider windows is preferred, but the HPC will 

consider aluminum-clad, wood-sash slider windows with a narrow profile as well. Historic preservation 

staff will advise all applicants on best practices and manufacturer options for both window types at the time 

of the proposal.  

6. Installation of operable casement windows will be considered on a case-by-case basis to ensure 

compatibility of design, but further division of windows should be avoided.  

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements 

of this chapter, if it finds that: 

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic                            

resource within an historic district; or 

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,         

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic 

resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the 

purposes of this chapter; or 

(5)  The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of 

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or 

(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district, the 

commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design 

significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the 

historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of the 

historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.) 

 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials 

that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 

compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity 

of the property and its environment. 
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10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that 

if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 

environment would be unimpaired. 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

The subject property is a Highview model house designated as a Contributing building to the Potomac 

Overlook Historic District.  Appendix A (attached) identifies all of the alterations made to the house, 

including a small side gable addition, a rear bay bump-out, and a new or substantially altered carport.  

The applicant proposes to remove the existing bay, replace the windows in the window wall, replace the 

existing windows, replace the existing sliding glass doors, replace the skylights and install one additional 

skylight, and install new railings.   

 

Demolishing the Existing Bay and Constructing a New Addition 

On the rear of the subject property, a previous owner constructed a small, largely glazed, rectangular bay 

bump-out with sliding glass doors.  The applicant proposes to demolish this feature and construct a new 

rear addition that measures 2’ 10” (two feet, ten inches) from the historic wall plane and is 31’ 7” (thirty-

one feet, seven inches) wide.  The addition will be installed under the existing roof eave.  The addition's 

proposed siding is fiber cement tongue and groove siding selected to replicate the appearance of T1-11 

siding.  At the rear of the addition, the applicant proposes to install a large sliding glass door and two 

casement windows (a single lite casement and a unit that appears to have a large fixed lite and a smaller 

operable unit).  There is a discrepancy between the floor plans and the elevation drawings for the larger 

casement window.  The floor plans show a single-lite window, but the elevation drawing shows a two-lite 

window.  The applicant should clarify this element at the Preliminary Consultation hearing, and drawings 

submitted for the final HAWP need to be consistent. 

 

Staff finds the existing bay is not historic and may be removed.  The Guidelines encourage placing 

additions at the gable end of the house, to the greatest extent possible, to allow the buildings to “retain 

their character defining form.”  Staff finds, however, that the placement of this small addition (less than 

90 ft2) will not be largely visible from the most architecturally significant elevation.  Additionally, 

because the proposed addition will be entirely under the roof eave, Staff finds the impact on the overall 

house massing will be minimal. There will however be a change in the relationship between the deep roof 

overhang at the eave and this new addition.   The half-round gutters will project beyond the addition’s 

wall plane.  Additionally, the fenestration on this elevation will be changed on the addition.  The 

Guidelines state the fenestration should be preserved and maintained, however, the rear wall on this 

elevation will be removed.  As this is the first proposal in the newly designated Potomac Overlook 

Historic District, Staff requests significant feedback from the HPC regarding the appropriateness of the 

proposed addition and the changes to the fenestration. 

 

The size and placement of the existing bay will require removing three ground-floor windows.  The 

windows are below grade and receive light through existing window wells.  Because of their limited 

visibility, Staff would support removing these windows as part of a HAWP application.  

 

Staff finds the materials proposed for the addition are appropriate, namely the clad windows and fiber 

cement siding.  The Guidelines state that fiber cement siding is appropriate where the subject property 

retains its T1-11 siding and for building additions.  New windows may be aluminum clad under the 

Guidelines, however, the specification and window profiles were not included with the application 

materials.  This information needs to be included with the HAWP application.  Additionally, the 

Guidelines state that operable casement windows will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Depending 

on the configuration of the right-most window on the rear, the HPC may need to determine if that window 

5



III.A 

 

is compatible with the design of the house and surrounding district.   

 

Window Replacement 

The applicant proposes to remove and replace the existing windows with “similar units with aluminum 

clad, wood-framed windows.”  Staff finds more information about the proposed window is needed before 

thorough feedback can be given. 

 

The Guidelines state original “windows shall be repaired or replaced in-kind” and that original windows 

should be retained to the greatest extent possible.  The HPC has consistently required applicants in all 

historic districts to demonstrate that the existing windows have deteriorated beyond repair.  Typically, a 

window survey with photos is sufficient to document the window condition.   

 

If the applicant can demonstrate, to the HPC’s satisfaction, that the windows cannot be repaired, more 

information about both the existing and proposed windows is required to evaluate the compatibility of the 

window replacement.  That information should include measured drawings of the proposed and existing 

windows and include the window manufacture and series submitted with the HAWP application.  Staff 

directs the applicant to pages 30 and 31 of the Guidelines which detail the elements that make a 

compatible replacement window in the historic district. 

 

Several of the windows identified for removal are on the non-historic addition.  Staff finds that those 

windows may be removed, however, more information about the proposed window is needed before Staff 

can make a recommendation as to those windows’ compatibility with the architectural character of the 

house.  As with the other windows, measured drawings and material specifications need to be submitted 

with the HAWP to effectively evaluate the proposal.   

 

Staff requests the HPC specify any additional information to be included with the HAWP application. 

 

Sliding Glass Door Replacement 

The applicant proposes to replace the sliding glass door in the southwest corner of the addition with a new 

full-lite glass door.  A specification for the new door was not included with the application materials. 

 

Staff finds that the existing sliding glass door is a non-historic feature as documented in the building 

analysis (attached) and may be removed.  Staff also finds that changing the configuration of the opening 

is appropriate.  However, to evaluate the appropriateness of the proposed door, materials specifications 

need to be submitted with the HAWP application.   

 

Skylights 

The application states that the proposal will replace the existing bubble skylight and install a new 

skylight.  The proposed main floor plan shows two skylights in the kitchen and one in the new bathroom.  

These skylights are all on the rear roof slope and Staff does not find they will detract from the character of 

the house.  In looking at photos of the subject property, it appears that there is only one skylight currently 

on the roof’s rear slope.  

 

The Guidelines state a HAWP is not required to replace or install skylights. Staff only points to the 

skylight guideline which recommends skylights be as low-profile as possible.   

 

Railing 

The applicant proposes replacing the existing railing with a new wood and metal railing.  Staff finds it is 

acceptable to remove and replace the non-historic metal railing. However, the Guidelines are prescriptive 

about certain elements of new railings.  Specifically, the new railings need to be deck mounted, as 
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opposed to mounted to the porch facia.  Installation details for the railing need to be included with the 

HAWP application. 

 

Staff asks for HPC feedback on the following elements of the project: 

• Is the addition’s placement, size, and relationship with the roof overhang appropriate? 

• Is the rear casement window compatible? Are the other replacement windows compatible? 

• What additional documentation does the HPC require for the window removal and replacement? 

• Any additional questions or concerns? 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends the applicant make any revisions recommended by the HPC and return for a HAWP 

with the identified additional information.  
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Address:

Potomac Overlook Building Analysis

Comments: The building’s siting and form remain 
generally intact. Additions and alterations to the 
fenestration are evident, but are limited in scope and 
respect the overall historic setting. 

Carport: Architectural evidence suggests the semi-
detached carport is a later addition or significantly 
renovated. The carport, however, does not detract from 
the historic setting of the community.

Model: Highview
Eligibility: Contributing

7209 MacArthur Boulevard

View of the south elevation. Alterations include the construction of a gable roof addition and associated stair and 
porch on the southwestern corner of the building (outlined in green). Two-thirds of the addition is a full two 
stories, while one-third of the second story is supported by square wood posts. The semi-detached carport (red 
arrow) is likely a later addition, but its utilization of the existing topography and design are consistent with the 
principles of Potomac Overlook.

View of the south and east elevations. Alterations include the construction of a gable roof addition on the 
southwestern corner of the building (outlined in green). This addition likely created a new primary entry to the 
building.
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Appendix A
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View of the east and north elevations. Alterations include the construction of a small square bay addition (green 
box) and potential infill/reconfiguration of the windows (yellow box). 

View of the north and west elevations. Alterations include the construction of a two-story addition on the 
southwestern corner of the building (yellow box) and connection to a non-historic carport (red arrow).  
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Appendix A
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Detailed view of the west elevation to the north of the addition. Alterations include potential changes to the first-
floor fenestration (green box) and size of the balcony (red arrow).

Detailed view of the west elevation showing the two-story addition (yellow box). 
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APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
301.563.3400

APPLICANT:

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________  City: ________________ Zip:____________ 

Daytime Phone: ___________________________  Tax Account No.: _________________________ 

AGENT/CONTACT (if applicable):

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________  City: ________________ Zip:____________ 

Daytime Phone: ___________________________  Contractor Registration No.: _______________ 

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE: MIHP # of Historic Property___________________________

Is the Property Located within an Historic District? 

Is there an Historic Preservation/Land Trust/Environmental Easement on the Property? If YES, include a 
map of the easement, and documentation from the Easement Holder supporting this application.

Are other Planning and/or Hearing Examiner Approvals /Reviews Required as part of this Application? 
(Conditional Use, Variance, Record Plat, etc.?) If YES, include information on these reviews as 
supplemental information. 

Building Number: ________________ Street: ______________________________________________ 

Town/City: __________________________ Nearest Cross Street: __________________________________ 

Lot: ____________ Block: ___________ Subdivision: _______ Parcel: _____

TYPE OF WORK PROPOSED: See the checklist on Page 4 to verify that all supporting items 
for  proposed work are submitted with this application. Incomplete Applications will not 
be accepted for review. Check all that apply:
� New Construction
� Addition
� Demolition
� Grading/Excavation

� Deck/Porch
� Fence
� Hardscape/Landscape
� Roof

� Shed/Garage/Accessory Structure
� Solar
� Tree removal/planting
� Window/Door
� Other:__________________

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct
and accurate and that the construction will comply with plans reviewed and approved by all necessary
agencies and hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

Signature of owner or authorized agent Date

For Staff only:
HAWP#______________
Date assigned_______

__Yes/District Name_________________
__No/Individual Site Name_________________

KIM & ARTHUR NEWMYER gokimdo@icloud.com

7209 MACARTHUR BLVD BETHESDA 20816

00504837 

ROBERT BLACK, AIA robert@rb5design.com

8604 TIMBER HILL LN POTOMAC 20854

202-255-6474

M: 35-157
POTOMAC OVERLOOK

7209 MACARTHUR BLVD

BETHESDA MOHICAN RD

18A 0029 0000

✔

✔

✔

X

DocuSign Envelope ID: 191DAE9D-36D7-4801-9C5E-7F1BB0A51FDC

10/4/2022

1008960
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 7209 MACARTHUR BLVD 
BETHESDA MD 20816

Connie Milner 
7205 MacArthur Blvd 
BETHESDA MD 20816

Ruth Williamson 
7211 MacArthur Blvd 
BETHESDA MD 20816

Maryam Hashemian  
6604 Rivercrest Ct 
BETHESDA MD 20816

Brittany Clark Prelogar & Bart Martin Kus 
6600 Rivercrest Ct 
BETHESDA MD 20816 

8604 TIMBER HILL LANE 
POTOMAC MD 20854

DocuSign Envelope ID: 191DAE9D-36D7-4801-9C5E-7F1BB0A51FDC
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Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures, 
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:

7209 MACARTHUR BLVD (HIGVIEW MODEL) IS A BRICK AND WOOD FRAME STRUCTURE THAT 
IS SITED ON A WOODED, STEEP SLOPE LOT. THE HOUSE HAS HAD VARIOUS ADDITIONS 
ADDED ON OVER THE YEARS WHICH RESPECT THE HISTORIC SETTING.  
 
THE EXISTING HOUSE IS IN NEED OF SOME MAJOR RESTORATION AND RENOVATIONS.

1. THE EXISTING REAR BOX BAY IS FAILING. REMOVE, REBUILD AND EXPAND THE 
CANTILEVERED BAY ADDITION. THE NEW ADDITION WILL BE TUCKED UNDER THE EXISTING 
EAVE SIMILAR TO THE ORIGINAL ADDITION.  
2. RESTORE THE EXISTING TIMBER FRAMED WINDOW WALL. REPLACE EXISTING GLAZING 
PANELS WITH TEMPERED AND INSULATED UNITS. WINDOW CONFIGURATION TO REMAIN.  
3. REPLACE THE EXISTING WINDOWS WITH SIMILAR UNITS WITH ALUMINUM CLAD, WOOD 
FRAMED WINDOWS. EXISTING TRIM TO REMAIN OR REPLACED IN KIND.  
4. REPLACE THE SLIDING ALUMINIUM DOORS IN GABLE ROOF ADDITION ON THE SW CORNER 
WITH NEW WINDOW PATTERN AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS.  
5. REPLACE THE EXISTING ROOFING WITH AN ARCHITECTURAL ASHPHALT SHINGLE.  
6. EXISTING SIDING TO REMAIN TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE. NEW ADDITION WILL MEET 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN GUIDELINES.  
7. REPLACE AND ADD ONE SKYLIGHT. SKYLIGHTS WILL BE DECK MOUNTED DESIGN.  
8. EXISTING EXTERIOR DOORS WILL BE RESTORED.  
9. EXISTING BALCONY RAILINGS ARE FAILING. NEW RAILINGS TO MEET ARCHTIECTURAL 
DESIGN GUIDELINES AND BUIDLING CODE.

DocuSign Envelope ID: 191DAE9D-36D7-4801-9C5E-7F1BB0A51FDC
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Work Item 1:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 2:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 3:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

DocuSign Envelope ID: 191DAE9D-36D7-4801-9C5E-7F1BB0A51FDC
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NEWMYER RESIDENCE
7209 MACARTHUR BLVD
BETHESDA, MD
POTOMAC OVERLOOK HISTORIC
DISTRICT

PROJECT NO. RA2022-013

DRAWING TITLE
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8604 Timber Hill Ln
Potomac, MD 20854
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ROBERT BLACK 5 design
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A R C H I T E C T U R E

NOT FOR
CONSTRUCTION

D
 O

   
N

 O
 T

   
S 

C
 A

 L
 E

   
D

 R
 A

 W
 I 

N
 G

 S
 |

 th
is 

d
oc

um
en

t i
s t

he
 p

ro
pe

rty
 o

f R
O

BE
RT

 B
LA

C
K 

5 
de

sig
n,

 L
LC

 a
nd

 is
 n

ot
 to

 b
e 

us
ed

 o
r r

ep
ro

d
uc

ed
 fo

r a
ny

 o
th

er
 p

ur
po

se
, l

oc
at

io
n 

or
 o

w
ne

r w
ith

ou
t w

rit
te

n 
co

ns
en

t o
f R

O
BE

RT
 B

LA
C

K 
5 

de
sig

n,
 L

LC
.  

co
py

rig
ht

, R
O

BE
RT

 B
LA

C
K 

5 
de

sig
n,

 L
LC

PRICING PACKAGE   07-07-2022

CONTRACTOR SHALL REFERENCE BIDDING
INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED WITH THIS DRAWING SET

HDC -
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COVER SHEET

A001

000

WX

X

DRAWING SYMBOLS

PROJECT DATA:

OWNER:
KIM AND TORY NEWMYER
7209 MACARTHUR BLVD
BETHESDA, MD

ARCHITECT:
Robert C. Black, AIA
ROBERT BLACK 5 design, LLC
8604 TIMBER HILL LN
POTOMAC, MD 20854
robert@rb5design.com
202 255 6474

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER:

APPLICABLE DESIGN CODES:

· CHAPTER 59 ZONING ORDINANCE
· 2018 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE WITH MONTGOMERY

COUNTY AMENDMENTS
· POTOMAC OVERLOOK HISTORIC DISTRICT

AREAS:

SEE FLOOR PLANS

SCOPE OF WORK:

DRAWING INDEX:
A001 COVER SHEET 
A002 SPECIFICATIONS
A003 SITE PLAN

A100 DEMOLITION PLANS
A101 DEMOLITION PLANS
A102 LOWER LEVEL PLAN - PROPOSED
A103 MAIN LEVEL PLAN - PROPOSED
A104 LOWER LEVEL LIGHTING PLAN
A105 MAIN LEVEL LIGHTING PLAN
A200 PROPOSED ELEVATIONS
A201 PROPOSED ELEVATIONS
A202 ISOMETRIC VIEWS

EXISTING PHOTOS

RENOVATION & ADDITION TO:

NEWMYER RESIDENCE
7209 MACARTHUR BLVD
BETHESDA, MD
ISSUED FOR PRICING: 7-07-2022
ISSUED FOR HAWP APPLICATION: 10-05-2022

ISSUED FOR PERMIT:
ISSUED FOR CONSTRUCTION:

CONSTRUCTION NOTES ON REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS OF CARE
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1 

October 5, 2022 

Historic Preservation 
Montgomery County Planning Department 
2425 Reedie Dr, Floor 14 
Wheaton, MD 20902 

RE: 7209 MacArthur Blvd, Bethesda, MD – HAWP Application Description of Work 

To Whom it May Concern, 

The primary structure was built in 1958 by developer Edward Bennett and architects, Keys, Lethbridge 
and Condon. The structure (Highview model) is in the Potomac Overlook Historic District and is 
considered a contributing structure. The house is brick and wood frame that is stied on a wooded, steep 
slope lot. 

The house is in somewhat original condition and has been through various renovations and additions 
overtime. It is showing some minor structural defects and a major restoration and modernization is 
needed. The new owners are committed to taking on this extensive project.  

The scope of the project is to remove the existing rear box bay addition (ca. 1967) that is failing 
structurally due to improper cantilever construction. Since the bay has been recognized by HPC the 
proposed plan replicates this design but extends it along a portion of the rear wall to expand the 
footprint of the house. This is to improve the kitchen and primary bathroom spaces to a more modern 
footprint but maintaining the original plan configuration.  

Additional exterior renovations include removing the aluminum sliding glass doors above the carport 
addition. These doors will be replaced with a fenestration pattern that resembles the wood curtain wall 
design that faces MacArthur Blvd. Other windows will be replaced in kind with wood clad units. 
Casement windows are being proposed in the gable end in lieu of sliding windows to meet bedroom 
egress requirements. Proportions will be similar.   

Other exterior renovations include replacing the failing balcony railing with a complementary but a 
code compliant design, roofing, restoring damaged trim and siding with compatible materials, and a 
new flagstone rear patio and walks as show on the plan. 

We thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Robert C Black, AIA, Architect 
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