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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Address: 4716 Waverly Avenue, Garrett Park  Meeting Date: 5/4/2022 

 

Resource: Outstanding Resource Report Date: 4/27/2022 

 (Garrett Park Historic District) 

   

Applicant:  Jane & Ken Salomon Public Notice: 4/20/2022  

     

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: N/A 

    

Permit Number: 989504 Staff: Dan Bruechert  

 

Proposal: Tree Removal 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION  

 

Staff recommends that the HPC approve the HAWP application. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: Outstanding Resource within the Garrett Park Historic District 

STYLE: Queen Anne 

DATE: 1887 

 
Figure 1: The subject property is near the intersection of Montrose Ave. and Strathmore Ave. 
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PROPOSAL 

 

The applicants propose to remove two trees from their property. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

 

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Garrett Park Historic District several 

documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These 

documents include the Comprehensive Amendment to the North Bethesda-Garrett Park 

Master Plan (1992), Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of the 

Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these documents is 

outlined below. 

 

Comprehensive Amendment to the North Bethesda-Garrett Park Master Plan (1992) 

Outstanding Resource: A resource which is of outstanding significance due to its architectural and/or 

historical features.  An outstanding resource may date from any historical period and may be 

representative of any architecutrral style.  However, it must have special features, architectural details, 

and/or historical associations that make the resource especially representative of an architectural style, it 

must be especially important to the history of the district, and/or it must be especially unique within the 

context of the district. 

 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

 

(a) The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and 

information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the permit is 

sought would be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement 

or ultimate protection of the historic site or historic resource within an historic district, and to the 

purposes of this chapter. 

 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements 

of this chapter, if it finds that: 

 

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic 

resource within an historic district; or 

 

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,           

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic 

resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the 

purposes of this chapter; or 

 

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private 

utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a 

manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the 

historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or 

 

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or 

 

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of   

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
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2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 

deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in 

design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of 

missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

The subject property is heavily wooded with a large two-story Queen Anne house.  The applicant 

proposes to remove two large spruce trees adjacent to the driveway.  The two trees are more than 100 

years old and the trees’ health is starting to decline; including a recent incident where a limb broke off the 

tree and it fell on the owners’ car (photo enclosed in the application).  In consultation with a landscape 

design firm, the owners have submitted a landscape plan for the rears of tree removal that include new 

plantings, a bench, and a birdbath.  Staff finds the new plantings are in an appropriate location and will 

fill in the landscape over time. 

 

After consulting with an arborist (letter attached), the applicants have determined that these trees pose too 

severe of a risk to maintain and seek their removal.  The applicants have met with the Garrett Park 

Historic Preservation Committee and have been granted removal from the Town, pending the HPC’s 

approval.   

 

Staff finds the danger these trees pose to the house and surrounding district is a hazard and they need to 

be removed.  Staff supports removing these trees under 24A-8(b)(4) and brings consideration of this 

HAWP before the HPC to afford the Commissioners the opportunity to determine if the new plantings are 

sufficient remediation. Staff finds they are.  Finally, Staff wants to note the historic photograph of the 

house at the subject property shows that the landscape had been clear-cut before construction and it took 

another 130 years for the landscape to develop to its current appearance. 

`  

Figure 2: Historic photo of the subject property, date unknown. 

3



I.H 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approves the HAWP application; under the Criteria for Issuance 

in Chapter 24A-8(b)(4) having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of 

the historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A;  

 

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable Montgomery County or 

local government agency permits.  After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must contact this 

Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made;   

 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 

Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 

application at staff’s discretion; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 

propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will 

contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or 

dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 
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4720 Waverly Avenue
P.O. Box 77
Garrett Park, MD 20896

10930 Montrose Avenue
Garrett Park, MD 20896

11001 Kenilworth Avenue
Garrett Park, MD 20896
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Town of Garrett Park Historic Preservation Committee 
Report on 4716 Waverly Avenue 

April 22, 2022 

To: Kevin Manarolla, Dan Bruechert 
Montgomery County Historic Preservation Office 
Submitted via mcp-historic@mncppc-mc.org 

Regarding: HAWP #989504 for 4716 Waverly Avenue, Garrett Park 
Scheduled for review on May 4, 2022 

The owners of the property at 4716 Waverly Avenue in Garrett Park seek a Historic Area Work 
Permit (HAWP) for removal of two 100+ year-old spruce trees that surround the driveway and 
overhang the front of the house. The property is a Queen Anne style home built in 1892, 
identified as an “outstanding” resource within the Garrett Park Historic District and is an 
example of one of the grand Victorian-era “cottages” with a wrap-around porch and turret. 

The Garrett Park Historic Preservation Committee has reviewed the HAWP, the arborist report, 
and discussed the project with the homeowners. The Committee supports the grant of the 
HAWP. 

Although the two trees have contributed to the historic streetscape of Waverly Avenue and the 
overall tree canopy, they have posed a safety issue of great concern to the homeowners, most 
recently when a large branch smashed into their car parked below.  

The arborist’s careful analysis considers the historic nature of the trees, their present and future 
health, as well as the level of risk they pose to the resident’s property. The homeowners have 
managed them responsibly for 30 years and do not take their decision to remove them lightly. A 
new landscaping plan would replace them with more appropriate trees and shrubs. A third 100+ 
year-old spruce, which stands close to the road, would remain, where it enhances the graceful 
streetscape along Waverly.  

The Committee believes that the safety issue the trees pose takes precedence over their historic 
value in this case.  

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, or Stephen Paczkowski, 
Garrett Park Councilmember, who is the liaison with our committee. 

On behalf of the committee, 

Nancy Walz, Chair 
Garrett Park Historic Preservation Committee 

nancywalz@gmail.com 
councilstephen@garrettparkmd.gov 
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