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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 8000 Meadowbrook Lane, Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 4/20/2022 

Resource: Master Plan Site #36/90 Report Date: 4/13/2022 

Rock Creek Recreation Center 

Public Notice: 4/6/2022 

Applicant: M-NCPPC Parks

(Pam Guevarra-Johnson, Agent) Tax Credit: No 

Review: HAWP Staff: Michael Kyne 

Permit Number: 988239 

PROPOSAL: Site and building alterations, new hardscape, and tree removals 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the HPC approve the HAWP application. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

SIGNIFICANCE: Master Plan Site #36/90, Rock Creek Recreation Center 

DATE: 1940 
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Fig. 1: Subject property building and proposed project area, as provided by the applicant. 

 

PROPOSAL: 

 

This applicant proposes site and building alterations, new hardscape, and tree removals at the subject 

property. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: 

 

When reviewing alterations and new construction at Master Plan Sites several documents are to be 

utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These documents include 

Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), the Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic 

Preservation: M-NCPPC Park Resources (Amendment), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below. 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements 

of this chapter, if it finds that: 
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(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic                            

resource within an historic district; or 

 

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,           

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic 

resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the 

purposes of this chapter; or 

 

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private 

utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a 

manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the 

historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or 

 

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or 

 

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of   

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or 

 

             (6)     In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource 

located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit 

of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the 

permit. 

 

(c) It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or 

architectural style. 

 

Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: M-NCPPC Park Resources 

 

• The Rock Creek Recreation Center, more recently known as the Meadowbrook Recreation 

Center, is one of the earliest public recreation buildings in the county, designed and constructed 

specifically for recreational use. Located along Rock Creek in the Meadowbrook Local Park, this 

rustic stone and timber lodge was constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1940, 

replacing a mid-1930s open-air shelter destroyed by fire.   

 

• The resource is a fine example of a type of rustic park building known as “parkitecture.” By using 

natural building materials, recreational facilities could more easily blend into the surrounding 

landscape. First built by the National Park Service during the Great Depression, this style of 

architecture continued to influence M-NCPPC park building design as late as the 1950s. Rock 

Creek Recreation Center is constructed of multi-colored granite and mica schist, with the rock-

faced stone arranged in a random pattern. An attached picnic pavilion, sheltered by an open king 

post truss roof, has heavy framed wooden timbers that are bolted and/or pegged and a flagstone 

patio.  

 

• Rock Creek Recreation Center was designed by Howard W. Cutler and Katherine Cutler, a father-

daughter architectural firm. Howard Cutler is best known for the early 20th century schools which 

he designed for Montgomery County in classical revival and early modernist styles.  

 

• This building provides a tangible example of the early infrastructure of the Montgomery County 

Parks system, and continues to function as a recreation center. It also retains strong integrity. The 

Meadowbrook Recreation Building meets the following criteria of the Preservation Ordinance, 
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Section 24A-3: 

 

o 1(a) has character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural 

characteristics of the County, State, or Nation; 

o 1(d) exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political, or historic heritage of the 

County and its communities; 

o 2(a) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction. 

 

• The recommended environmental setting encompasses that portion of Parcel P122 that lies within 

the Meadowbrook Local Park, as depicted on the map [see Fig. 2 below], excluding the Master 

Planned Right of Way for Beach Drive. Site changes that are considered normal park operations, 

including installation of playground equipment, may be done through staff-level review and do 

not require a historic area work permit. 

 

 
Fig. 2: Environmental setting map from the Amendment. 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:  

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials 

that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 

compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of 
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the property and its environment. 

STAFF DISCUSSION: 

The subject property is the Rock Creek Recreation Center, one of the earliest public recreation buildings 

in the County, designed and constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1940 specifically for 

recreational use. The property is located along Rock Creek in the Meadowbrook Local Park. 

 

The applicant proposes the following work items at the subject property: 

 

Building Alterations 

 

There are public restrooms at the north side of the building, which are accessed via two exterior doors. As 

noted in the application, the 1940s floorplan indicates the original location of the exterior restroom doors, 

which were relocated sometime after 1987 to accommodate interior renovations. The applicant proposes 

to remove the existing, non-original doors, frames, hardware, and casings and to infill the openings, using 

painted exterior wood siding to match the existing and create a contiguous appearance after the door 

removal. The proposal will allow the restrooms to be reconfigured for ADA compliance and they will be 

accessible only from the interior of the building. 

 

Exterior Building Security Light Fixtures 

 

The existing exterior building security light fixtures are proposed to be replaced, due to age and 

discoloration. The proposed replacements will be energy efficient LED fixtures of the same size and same 

style, but with a thinner profile.  The applicant intends to mount the proposed new light fixtures using the 

same holes, but the holes will be patched and painted to match the exterior, if they cannot be reused. 

 

ADA Site Improvements 

 

The applicant proposes various site alterations for ADA compliance. These alterations include trail 

realignments, new crosswalk markings, replacement and/or alteration of non-ADA compliant steps and 

ramps, railing installation, and resurfacing of pedestrian access, where necessary. Additionally, new site 

amenities, including benches, bike racks, the replacement/upgrade of an existing drinking fountain, and 

grill replacement are proposed. 

 

Tree Removals 

 

The applicant proposes to remove a total of five trees (two at the west side of the building, and three at the 

south side of the building) from the subject property to accommodate the proposed site improvements. All 

trees to be removed will be replaced with native trees suitable for the environmental setting. 

 

Staff fully supports of the applicant’s proposal. The existing exterior restroom doors at the north side of 

the building were moved to their current location sometime after 1987, so removing and infilling them 

will not remove or alter character-defining features or spaces of the subject property, per Standards #2 

and #9. Staff finds that the proposal to replace the existing exterior building security light fixtures will 

have a negligible effect, at best, so that it could be considered routine maintenance and/or in-kind 

replacement. Regarding the proposed site alterations and associated tree removals, the Amendment states 

that “[s]ite changes that are considered normal park operations, including installation of playground 

equipment, may be done through staff-level review and do not require a historic area work permit.” 

Accordingly, staff finds that these aspects of the proposal should be approved, as a matter of course. 
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After full and fair consideration of the applicant’s submission, staff finds the proposal as being consistent 

with the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b), (1), (2), and with the Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards for Rehabilitation #2 and #9, as outlined above 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in 

Chapter 24A-8(b), (1), (2), having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features 

of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A; 

 

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2 and #9; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present an electronic set of drawings, if 

applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 

submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 

 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 

Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 

application at staff’s discretion; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 

propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will 

contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or 

michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 

 

 

 

mailto:michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org
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