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Preliminary Consultation 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 9220 Damascus Hills Lane, Damascus Meeting Date: 3/2/2022 

Resource: Master Plan Site #11/21 Report Date: 2/23/2022 

(Rezin Bowman Farm) 

Public Notice: 2/16/2022 

Applicant: Daniel Ferenczy 

(Sigi Koko, Agent) Tax Credit: Partial 

Review: Preliminary Consultation Staff: Michael Kyne 

Permit Number: N/A 

PROPOSAL: Comprehensive building rehabilitation, alterations, and new addition 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the applicant make any revisions based upon the HPC’s comments and return with 

a HAWP application. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

SIGNIFICANCE: Master Plan Site #11/21, Rezin Bowman Farm 

STYLE: Farmstead 

DATE: c. 1827-1939

Excerpt from Damascus-Goshen Historic Resources Master Plan Amendment: 

The Rezin Bowman Farm was established at the headwaters of Great Seneca Creek. The farmstead is 

significant for its collection of buildings that represent an evolution of construction. By 1850, Aden 

Bowman (1787-1868) owned 520 acres of land and resided on this farm. He built the bank barn 

sometime after he acquired this land in 1827. Typical of successful farmers of the era, he grew a 

principal crop of tobacco, had diverse livestock, and grew corn, oats and wheat. His son, Rezin H. 

inherited the farm that he maintained through the century. The center cross gable dwelling represents 

a house type that was popular in Montgomery County from the post-Civil War era through the early 

20th century. Claude Burdette continued the farm by introducing dairy cows, housed in the 16-cow 

dairy barn built by 1939. 
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Fig. 1: Subject property. 

 

PROPOSAL: 

 

The applicant proposes comprehensive building rehabilitation, alterations, and a new addition at the 

subject property. 
 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: 

 

When reviewing alterations and new construction at Master Plan Sites several documents are to be 

utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These documents include 

Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), the Damascus-Goshen Historic Resources 

Master Plan Amendment (Amendment), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

(Standards). The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below. 

 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

 

(a) The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and 

information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the permit is 

sought would be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement 

or ultimate protection of the historic site or historic resource within an historic district, and to the 

purposes of this chapter. 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements 

of this chapter, if it finds that: 

 

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic                            

resource within an historic district; or 
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(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,           

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic 

resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the 

purposes of this chapter; or 

 

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private 

utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a 

manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the 

historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or 

 

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or 

 

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of   

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or 

 

             (6)     In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource 

located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit 

of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the 

permit. 

 

(c) It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or 

architectural style. 

 

Damascus-Goshen Historic Resources Master Plan Amendment 

 

The Amendment includes the following statement regarding the Rezin Bowman Farm: 

The setting includes the dwelling house, corn crib, bank barn, dairy barn, and milk house. Since 

the dwelling house has had many alterations, additional changes should be reviewed with 

leniency by the Historic Preservation Commission. The property may include a cemetery, 

described in Aden Bowman’s 1868 will. 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 

materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and 

shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic 

integrity of the property and its environment. 

 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner 

that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 

environment would be unimpaired. 

STAFF DISCUSSION: 

The subject property (addressed 9190 Damascus Road, when designated to the Master Plan for Historic 

Preservation as part of the Damascus-Goshen Historic Resources Master Plan Amendment in 2009) is an 

early 19th to early 20th century farmstead. The farmstead consists of a c. 1827 bank barn, c. 1939 dairy 

barn, corn crib, milk house, and a late 19th to early 20th century farmhouse. As stated in the Amendment, 
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the house has experienced extensive previous alterations. Historic preservation staff worked with the 

County’s Department of Housing and Community Affairs (DHCA) and Department of Permitting 

Services (DPS) to issue an abatement order for the house in Spring 2021. Housing code inspectors found 

nine (9) violations to be addressed. Notably, the house was condemned and found unfit for human 

habitation.  

 

 
Fig. 2: Site map, with structures labeled. 

 

The applicant purchased the property in Summer 2021, with the intention of rehabilitating the farmstead, 

including the condemned house. The current proposal includes the following alterations: 

 

• Extend the foundation of the existing rear addition 5’ x 6’ to accommodate a proposed new 

mudroom entrance. 

• Rebuild a former rear deck, with the new proposed deck being 12’ x 24’. 

• Replace the existing sheathing and wooden clapboard siding with lime plaster. 

• Remove the existing rear addition roof and alter the rear addition, creating a two-story rear 

addition with living (moss and succulent covered) roof. 

 

Staff is generally supportive of the applicant’s proposal, particularly the rear addition extension and 

alterations to the existing rear addition and roof. As noted, the house has experienced many alterations in 

the past, and the addition to be altered is a non-original/non-historic feature. Staff finds that these work 

items will not alter or remove character-defining features and/or materials of the subject property, in 
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accordance with Standards #2 and #9. Further, these alterations could be removed in the future, leaving 

the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment unimpaired, per Standard 

#10. 

 

Staff seeks the HPC’s guidance regarding the proposed siding replacement. While the Amendment states 

that the HPC should review changes to the house with leniency, due to its extensive previous alterations, 

the house is a Gothic Revival-influenced farmhouse with center cross gable, which was popular in the 

county from the post-Civil War era to the early 20th century. Houses of this style typically have wooden 

clapboard siding, and staff considers the siding to be  a character-defining feature. Removal of the siding 

and replacement with new wooden clapboard siding in kind is the correct and typical preservation 

approach for a house of this architectural type. Lime plaster is an atypical exterior treatment in 

Montgomery County, which is comparable to a pebble dashed stucco treatment of the early twentieth 

century, or lime plaster over stone or wattle and daub for earlier 18th century farmsteads. The treatment is 

more similar to construction methods common to Pennsylvania or the Upper Mid-Atlantic rather than to 

Maryland or the Potomac River Valley Region. If approved this work item would not qualify for historic 

preservation tax credits. It would also potentially contravene Standard #2. 

 

Questions for the HPC: 

 

• Are there any concerns regarding the proposed alterations to the existing non-original/non-

historic rear addition and/or the construction of the green roof? 

• If it is unable to be repaired, should the existing wooden clapboard siding be replaced in kind, 

with consideration given to both the language in the Amendment and the relevant Standards? 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Staff recommends that the applicant make any revisions based upon the HPC’s comments and return with 

a HAWP application. 
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