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EXPEDITED  

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Address: 5701 Achille Lane, Rockville Meeting Date: 3/2/2022 

  

Resource: Master Plan Site #22/25 Report Date: 2/23/2022 

 James H. Cashell Farm 

  Public Notice: 2/16/2022  

Applicant:  Robert Bertrand     

 

  Tax Credit: No 

Review: HAWP 

  Staff: Michael Kyne 

Permit Number: 982366  

    

PROPOSAL: Construction of a new shed  

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

 Approve  

 Approve with conditions 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: Master Plan Site #22/25, James H. Cashell Farm 

DATE: 2016 House within Historic Environmental Setting (Mid 1800s; Late 1800s-Early 

1900s) 

 

Excerpt from Places from the Past: 

 

 “… [T]he Cashell House was built in two distinct sections. The original section, at 

right, is typical of the mid1800s with its traditional sidegable symmetrical form and 

6/6 sash windows. The picturesque east and north addition (left and rear) bears 

hallmarks of the Victorian era with its three-story tower with stickwork panels, 

jerkin-head (clipped) gable, and paired cornice brackets. The original block was 

likely updated when the addition was built, with cornice brackets and first-level 2/2 

sash windows. The Cashell family owned this property for much of the 1800s. In 

1865, the property belonged to Hazel B. Cashell, County Commissioner and 

Orphan’s Court judge, and James Cashell was living here by 1878. The farmstead 

includes a one-level hay barn with hanging gable, another substantial barn with two 

cupolas, and a stone house from the mid-1900s.” 

 

The Cashell House was destroyed by fire in November 2010, but the stone tenant house and one historic barn 

remain. 
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Fig. 1: Subject property, with the 2016 house circled in blue, the historic outbuildings circled in yellow, 

and the approximate proposed shed location marked by the red X.  

 

PROPOSAL: 

 

This applicant proposes to construct a new 10’ x 16’ painted wooden shed with fiberglass shingle roofing 

and cupola at the rear of the 2016 house. The proposed shed will be constructed off-site prior to delivery 

and installation. This shed will be partially visible from the public right of way and, therefore, does not 

qualify for a staff level approval of the HAWP. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: 

 

IV. The Expedited Staff Report format may be used on the following type of cases: 

 

2. Modifications to a property, which do not significantly alter its visual character.  

 

14. Construction or replacement of storage and small accessory buildings that are not readily visible 

from a public right-of-way. 

 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 
 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements 

of this chapter, if it finds that: 

(1)     The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic      

resource within an historic district; or 

             (2)     The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an 
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historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of 

the purposes of this chapter; or 

             (3)     The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private 

utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a 

manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the 

historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or 

             (4)     The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or 

             (5)     The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of   

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or 

 (6)      In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource 

located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit 

of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the 

permit. 

  (c)  It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or 

architectural style. 
 

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
 

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible 

use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, 

which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The Standards are as follows: 

 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 

features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be 

differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale 

and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 

 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that 

if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 

environment would be unimpaired. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in 

Chapter 24A-8(b), (1) & (2), having found that the proposal, as modified by the condition, will not 

substantially alter the exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the 

purposes of Chapter 24A; 

 

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2, #9, and #10; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present an electronic set of drawings, if 

applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 

submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 

 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 

Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 

application at staff’s discretion; 
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and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 

propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will 

contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or 

michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 

mailto:michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org
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Marc Elrich
 County Executive

Mitra Pedoeem
 Director

HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT APPLICATION 

Application Date: 2/3/2022

Application No: 982366
 AP Type: HISTORIC 

 Customer No: 1426768

2425 Reedie Drive, 7th Floor. Wheaton. MD 20902. (240)777-0311. (240)777-6256 TTY
 

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dps

 

DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES
 
 

Comments
Shed falls within the historic viewshed, however, it is located to the rear of the original farmhouse location as required by Preliminary Plan Limited Amendment
12006032A (Preserve at Rock Creek), which amended MCPB Resolution No. 07-62

 
 
Affidavit Acknowledgement
The Homeowner is the Primary applicant 

 This application does not violate any covenants and deed restrictions
 
 
Primary Applicant Information
Location 5701 5701 ACHILLE LN LN 5701 ACHILLE LN DERWOOD, MD 20855
Homeowner Bertrand (Primary)

 
 
Historic Area Work Permit Details
Work Type ADD
Scope of Work Add 10x16 free-standing shed within the historic lot, adjacent to the main residence.
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