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EXPEDITED  

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Address: 17800 Bowie Mill Road, Derwood Meeting Date: 2/16/2022 

  

Resource: (Master Plan Site #22/017-000A Report Date: 2/9/2022 

 Flint Hill II 

  Public Notice: 2/2/2022  

Applicant:  Leigh Dukatt     

 

  Tax Credit: No 

Review: HAWP 

  Staff: Michael Kyne 

Permit Number: 978966  

    

PROPOSAL: Installation of new telecommunications equipment  

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

 Approve  

 Approve with conditions 

 

1. The proposed new RF Friendly Canister will be painted matte blue, with final review and 

approval delegated to staff. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: Master Plan Site #22/017-000A, Flint Hill II 

DATE: Early 1800s; c1860-75 

 

Excerpt from Places from the Past: 

 

 Situated on a rise above Bowie Mill Road, Flint Hill is one of three houses in the 

Olney area that was associated in the early- to mid-1800s with the Bowie family. 

Washington Bowie, wealthy Georgetown shipping merchant, purchased 2,000 acres 

of land in 1820 and established a farm at Oatland. His son, Thomas Johns Bowie 

built Roseneath between 1825 and 1830 on 600 acres. While Thomas’ eldest son, 

Washington Bowie III, inherited Roseneath, another son Thomas Johns Davis Bowie, 

inherited Flint Hill.  

 

 The house was constructed in several sections. The earliest part is the rear section, 

which is of log construction, said to be chinked with brick. The log house was built 

before the Bowie’s 1820 purchase of the property. The exterior chimney on this 

section has an asymmetrical stone base with a brick stack. The main block, built 

c1860-75, is one room deep with a center passage plan. Italianate-style influence is 

evident in oversize scrolled brackets at the roof cornice and prominent window 

cornices. The front (east) door opens into a central hall with open-string, double-run 

staircase with a turned newel post and golden oak banister. A large bank barn is dated 
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1898. 

 

 

 
Fig. 1: Subject property. 

 

PROPOSAL: 

 

This application was scheduled to be heard at the February 2, 2022 HPC meeting.1 However, the 

applicant revised their application before the meeting, and the case was deferred. 

 

The applicant proposes to modify the existing collocation telecommunications equipment on the non-

contributing silo at the subject property. Specific work items, as revised, include: 

 

• Removal of three existing antennas within an existing RF Friendly Canister at the top of the silo. 

• Installation of three new antennas within a larger RF Friendly Canister at the top of the silo. 

• Installation of nine new Remote Radio Units (RRUs). 

• Removal of one existing equipment cabinet. 

• Installation of one new equipment cabinet. 

• Installation of one new battery cabinet. 

• Installation of associated equipment. 

 

Staff notes that the installation of the existing telecommunications equipment was approved by the HPC 

on June 20, 2001, with the following conditions: 

 

• Antenna casing at top of dome to be a matte blue color (Sherwin Williams Exterior Skylar 

SW2460) to be approved at staff level. 

• PVC housing will be attached close to existing loading tube & will match silo color. Shed color to 

 
1 Link to February 2, 2022 staff report and previous proposal: https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/01/I.D-17800-Bowie-Mill-Road-Derwood-978966.pdf  

https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/I.D-17800-Bowie-Mill-Road-Derwood-978966.pdf
https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/I.D-17800-Bowie-Mill-Road-Derwood-978966.pdf
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match existing shed. 

 

Staff finds the current proposal, as modified by the recommended condition, to be consistent with the 

previous conditions of approval. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: 

 

IV. The Expedited Staff Report format may be used on the following type of cases: 

 

2. Modifications to a property, which do not significantly alter its visual character.  

 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 
 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements 

of this chapter, if it finds that: 

(1)     The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic      

resource within an historic district; or 

             (2)     The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an 

historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of 

the purposes of this chapter; or 

             (3)     The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private 

utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a 

manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the 

historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or 

             (4)     The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or 

             (5)     The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of   

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or 

 (6)      In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource 

located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit 

of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the 

permit. 

  (c)  It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or 

architectural style. 
 

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
 

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible 

use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, 

which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The Standards are as follows: 

 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 

features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be 

differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale 

and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve with one (1) condition the HAWP application under the 

Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b), (1) & (2), having found that the proposal, as modified by the 

condition, will not substantially alter the exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible in 

character with the purposes of Chapter 24A; 

 

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2 and #9; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present an electronic set of drawings, if 

applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 

submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 

 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 

Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 

application at staff’s discretion; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 

propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will 

contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or 

michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 

mailto:michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org
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