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EXPEDITED 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 10200 River Rd., Potomac Meeting Date: 9/1/2021 

Resource: Master Plan Site 29/8-1 Report Date: 8/25/2021 

Edgar Perry House 

Applicant: Melissa Brent Public Notice: 8/18/2021 

Review: HAWP Tax Credit:  n/a 

Permit No.: 963260 Staff: Dan Bruechert 

Proposal: Sign Installation 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Approve  

Approve with conditions 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Individually Listed Master Plan Site (Edgar Perry House #29/8-1) 

STYLE: Eclectic 

DATE: 1902 

Figure 1: The Edgar Perry House is located at the north west corner of River Rd. and Falls Rd. in Potomac. 
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From Places From the Past: 

“The Edgar Perry House is one of two historic buildings remaining in the center of Potomac Village. An 

early example of hand-formed concrete block construction, this handsome residence was built in 1902 by 

Potomac merchant Edgar Perry. The Edgar Perry House has long been regarded as an attractive and well-

constructed residence. In 1919, a journalist described this Potomac house as “one of the best and most 

substantial [houses] in that part of Montgomery County.” The concrete blocks were made from sand 

hauled by horse-drawn wagon from Watts Branch, near Glen Mill. Each block was individually screened 

and hand-formed. Because of the slow and painstaking method, the building took about a year to 

complete.  

 Perry had been employed in the family business, the Perry Store, since the age of 14 when his 

father died. Edgar Reed Perry was born May 3, 1871 to Thomas and Marian Perry. After a brief 

partnership with Winfield Offutt, his father built a brick store about 1880 at the northwest corner of Falls 

and River Roads. Thomas Perry died four years later, leaving his wife and son Edgar to operate the 

business. The life of a storekeeper apparently suite Edgar Perry for he continued running the commercial 

enterprise into his adulthood and after the 1908 death of 1 II.J his mother. Edger Perry was postmaster of 

Potomac Village from 1900 to 1914.  

 The house was built on 21 acres of land that Perry had purchased in October 1900. The house is 

believed to have been completed by the close of 1902. The setting of the house was reduced in 1922 when 

Edgar and his wife Bertha Louis Ball sold the house and 8 ½ acres to a cousin. Since that era the structure 

has been used for commercial business.” 
 

PROPOSAL 

 

The applicant proposes to install two signs on the site for the building’s new tenant.  One sign replaces 

the existing sign in the parking lot at the corner of River Rd. and Falls Rd.  This sign will match the 

dimensions and materials as the existing sign and will not impact the existing historic character of the site.  

The second proposed sign is at the rear of the building.  It consists of internally lit channel letters and the 

Chase bank logo.  This sign is on the roof of a later, non-historic addition. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

 

Policy On Use of Expedited Staff Reports for Simple HAWP Cases 

 

IV. The Expedited Staff Report format may be used on the following type of cases: 

 

2. Modifications to a property, which do not significantly alter its visual character. 

6. Signs that are in conformance with all other County sign regulations. 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements 

of this chapter, if it finds that: 

(1)     The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic      

resource within an historic district; or 

             (2)     The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an 

historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of 

the purposes of this chapter; or 
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Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible 

use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, 

which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The relevant Standards are as follows: 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in 

Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2) having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior 

features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of 

Chapter 24A; 

 

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable Montgomery County or 

local government agency permits.  After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must contact this 

Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made;   

 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 

Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 

application at staff’s discretion; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 

propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will 

contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or 

dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 

visit. 
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Adjacent and Confronting Properties:   

 

 

Rockville, MD 20854 

 

 

10100 River Road 

10240 River Road 

9812 Falls Road 

9900 Falls Road 

 

 

Potomac MD, 20854 

10140 River Road 
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