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EXPEDITED
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT
Address:

937 Ellsworth Drive, Silver Spring

Meeting Date:

5/26/2021

Resource:

Master Plan Site #36/7-003A
Silver Theater and Shopping Center

Report Date:

5/19/2021

Public Notice:

5/12/2021

Tax Credit:

N/A

Staff:

Michael Kyne

Applicant:

Gary Brent

Review:

HAWP

Case Number:

950981

Proposal:

New sign

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approve
Approve with conditions

x
1.x The red glass band above the storefront must be retained. If portions of the red glass band
s
are in need of repair and/or replacement, the applicant must submit details and
x

specifications to staff and receive approval prior to work commencing.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:
SIGNIFICANCE:
STYLE:
DATE:

Master Plan Site #36/7-003A, Silver Theater and Shopping Center
Moderne/Art Deco
c. 1937-8

Excerpt from Places from the Past:
SILVER THEATRE AND SHOPPING CENTER (1937-8) 36/7-3
SE Corner of Georgia & Colesville
The Silver Theatre and Shopping Center complex, which opened in 1938, is a rare example of an
early planned neighborhood shopping center with parking integrated into the complex. The
complex was planned to include all the retail uses required by residents of the surrounding
neighborhoods, and to accommodate 50,000 patrons. The Silver Theatre had a seating capacity of
1,100. The complex was one of the first in the region to recognize the importance of and to design
for the automobile: parking areas were provided at both the front of the complex and at the rear
with a connecting underpass for both cars and pedestrians. Many of the stores had double
entrances and could be entered from the front or the rear parking areas. The complex originally
included a gas station island, no longer standing.
Architecturally, it reflects a fine example of streamlined Moderne styling with Art Deco detailing,
designed by John Eberson, a national theater architect who also designed the Bethesda Theatre
(1938). Eberson rejected earlier and more traditional commercial designs in favor of a thoroughly
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modern style—streamlined Moderne with Art Deco detailing. Early 20th century streamlining
was symbolic of the dynamic industrial and technological advances of the period, and was
characterized by sleek mechanical curves and allusions to machines, such as trains and ships. The
Silver Theatre, in particular, makes reference to nautical design themes. The Silver Theatre and
Shopping Center was built at a time when Montgomery County was experiencing unprecedented
growth. The complex was built in response to this development trend and vividly symbolizes the
forces that changed and shaped 20th century Montgomery County
Staff notes that the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) holds an easement on the subject property.
When MHT holds an easement on a property, the HPC typically requires applicants to receive MHT
approval prior to submission of a HAWP application. However, under the terms of the easement, sign
replacement/installation does not require MHT’s review or approval.

Fig. 1: Subject building, as marked by the blue star.
BACKGROUND:
The HPC previously heard a preliminary consultation for the proposed new sign at the December 2, 2020
HPC meeting (staff notes that the previous application was under the adjacent property address of 8533
Georgia Avenue).1 At the preliminary consultation, the HPC found the following:
•

The red glass/contrasting horizontal band is a character-defining feature, and it should be
preserved/remain visible.

PROPOSAL:
The applicant proposes to remove three existing, non-historic signs and install two new signs on the
subject building.
1

Link to December 2, 2020 preliminary consultation staff report: https://montgomeryplanning.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/11/II.B-8533-Georgia-Avenue-Silver-Spring.pdf
Link to December 2, 2020 HPC meeting audio/video transcript:
http://mncppc.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?publish_id=f58c36dc-35a4-11eb-bc32-0050569183fa
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APPLICABLE GUIDELINES:
IV. The Expedited Staff Report format may be used on the following type of cases:
2. Modifications to a property, which do not significantly alter its visual character.
6. Signs that are in conformance with all other County sign regulations.
Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements
of this chapter, if it finds that:
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of
the purposes of this chapter; or
(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a
manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the
historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or
(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or
(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or
(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource
located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit
of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the
permit.
(c) It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or
architectural style.
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features,
which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The Standards are as follows:
2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Commission approve with the one (1) condition specified on Page 1 the
HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b), (1) and (2), having found that the
proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible in
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character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A;
and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2 and #9;
and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if
applicable to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;
and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;
and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.
Once the work is completed the applicant will contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301563-3400 or michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.
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