
How would you describe Fenton Village? 

small-scale 

Diverse 

Small 
businesses 

African 
Diaspora 

Quaint 

Combination 
of old and 
new 

Thriving 

Small 
scale 



Fenton Village Visioning will focus on •••• 



Fenton Village 

Tonight's discussion will 
focus on the area inside 
the white dashed line 

Legend 
- Cult\lr.al - Multt-l!'amily 

- In.dust rial - Commercial (Office+ Retail) 

- Jm.ti1utlon.:,ll'Clvi< - f,uk:s 

- M1xed~Use!Res:idential - PaikingandTr.-.ntpott31iof'I 

- Mlxed-Use:Commerclal - :Sl"9I~ ~aim.llyC>euched 

Miles 

0 0.12S 0,:25 O.S 



Fenton Village 
raon·t-vNn.c-ont-u-an 
-.rmplt• never heard 

Plan should 
concertrate on 
Fenton st .... t to 
pnoserw the quaint 
,_, but cannot 
applytocummt 
boundary 

Dlstl net pl ace, 
combo of light 
Industrial, 
office makes 

Feels very 
different and 
large-scale 

that In th• 2syNrs. 1 would be nice 
loved that It -
ecilctlc when I mo .. d for middle UC It unique 

hare. 1 would Ilk• to missing 
SN the county th 
support small housing In e 
bus1neu .. and smaller lots more 
.. peclolly Immigrant 

incentives 
for smaller 

scale 

development 
buslneu ... That 1s L------~.,.J.--- walkable WN!Lmakas_D.Tss,--

Fenton VIiiage Is 
slmllor to Thayer, 
Diverse. Immigrant 
fNI. economic 
diversity 

What makes Fen on Village 
unique? 

Tra Isa 

more green 

spaces 

Wouldn't conslcMr 
Industrial a""' as 
automotlwar•. 
small B Is WI)' 
unlq!M, mau more 
wall!abi., cars down 
Fenton could be 
dlwrted to Ceorgla. 
more gr•n space 

Don't want big and 
new and different 
especlally If It 
means chains llu 
the Ellsworth a""' 

problem - not 
Just for cars 
but also 
pedestrians 
and bikers this place? 

street work 

taking long 

& impacting 

business 

Let's remember Fenton Is 
unique only 
along Fenton the name 

"Fenton" 
.J--t-street 

Cont North Is more 
Downtown SS, Cont 
W•t Is Mixed Used 
and more 
commarcial. South 
Is Industrial. 

Thriving, lion of 
Ethiopian 
buslna .. s, Should 
be enhanced. Ifs 
""'llyana..t. 
Bulldlng on the long 
slllndlng busl-•• 

Purpi. llne Is going 
on Bonifant. More 
urban fffl than 
along Fenton StrNt 
Itself. 

Transition buff• 
shouldn't be so 
delln•tad be there 
are other buslna ... 
that go lnlio Fenton 
VIiiage 

Transition/buffer 

Fenton VIiiage 
sffms to broad In 
graphic, but It's 
quaint with a lot of 
dewlopmant going 
on . 

East side of Georgia Ave 

"Core" of Fenton Village 

lndustria I/auto 

' 
Appreciata It and 
111u care of It. 
Encourage tenants 
lio care, pad fri.ndly, 
mitigate 
construction 

--~ 

Walking on 

~ 
Ciaorglavs 
Fenton It"s too 

I very different 
feels - .. - --· 

OICMrsmali. 
commarclal bldgs, 
Iner•• d-lty of 
smali.r buslnaun 

CULTURAL 
DISTRICT 
VISION 

purple area • 
not part of 
what we know 
about Fenton 
Village 



Fenton Village 

How has Fenton Village been 
shaped by the previous plan? 

Overlay Zon1e adds controls that Ii m it 
density and height along east side of 
Georgia and the east side of Fenton; 
allows more density and height in the 
midblock. 

This allowed commercial spaces to, 
remain small scale, for smaller 
businesses. Also provided fo,r a 
transition to East Silver Spring. 



Fenton Village 

How has Fenton Village been shaped 
by the previous plan? 

GEORGIA AVE. 

••••• •• •• • •• •• •• 
♦• ---- •• 

• •♦ 
•• ♦• 

• • 
• •♦ • ♦ 

• ♦ 

♦ --♦ ·--

MAYOR 
ILN 

FENTON Sl. 

Fenton Village 
Overlay Zone 

--



Fenton Village You cannot 
CloHboth 
roads. Tralllc: 
hutollow. 

higher 
buildlngsu 
longuthey 
are mixed UM. 

less cars 
In both 
roads 

KNp It low, 10me 
bldgs are bloddng 
the sunlight. WIii go 
towards• concrete 

missing housing :;:,:,~.::ugh 

need 
access to 
sunlight 

more green 
spaces 

t-

F enton Village Overlay Zone has shaped the neighborhori ............ __ _ 
building 
hei hts 

Is this something we want to preserve? Or change? 

> 
Figure out 
how to work 
around traffic 

height/ratio• 
Netherlands 

Essential 
preserve that 
level. Keep 
eclectic, small 
business feel. 

G.orgla Ave Is a major 
artery and not 

~ conducive to be 
narrowe,d. But ~nton 
on the other hand Is 
something that can 
kffpthe look of a 
comfortable walklng 
strfft with lots of 
shops. 

Kffp It low on 
Fenton, cannot 
handle more on CA 
10 If that means 
kffp It low then so 
ba It 

keep it low­
scale; 
immigrant­
driven 

$ value in 
Increasing 

keeping heights 
doesn't make lower 
It more density@ 
walkable Fenton 

The sac:tbn of Ceorgla 
,.,. In th• picture 
(betwNn Bonifant 
and Sligo) Is• 
dNtlnatlon for paoplo 
going out ~ Slt.ler 
Spring. It Is• lively 
andfunareathat 
should ba pre­
u II. 

Parking to 
support B's, 
keeping It low 
on Fenton 

Pr-Nlng th• f~ 
of Fenton strNt 
would ba preHrWd 
Illa Georgato-. But 
should ba -pad. 
upeclallyalong the 
P..-ple line to 
minimize th• need for 
cars and more UH of 
public transportation. 

W• also walk on CA 
- 1111 the metro etc. 
People go reclng 
through on CA 
h•dlng North. 

Love the 
low scale 
of Fenton 

village 

how to make 
small 
businesses 
survive$ 

no chain 
businesses 

taller 
buildings? 
traffic 
problems 

Here for 
creating more 
houslng,no 
problem 
Increasing the 
height limits 

keeping low along 
Georgia = preserve small 
business character vs. 
going tall on Georgia Ave 



don't 
destroy 
Fenton 
character 

Georgia Avenue Croalng Is an lsaue. 
but the-t llgn 
has had narr_, 
sidewalks do to 
continuing 
construction and 
blockage. Feedback points to east side 

as more comfortable for 
pedestrians. Do you agree? East side 

Is better 
with 

variety What makes it more construction = 
long period of 
time comfortable? 

smaller 
improvements 

need > housing, it might 
require > density, but 
preserve characteralong 

Comfrotable walklng 
on both sides, but 
dangerous crossing 
the street. east side 
sldewalks could be 
wider. way to crapped 
for places to eat and 
walk. west side has 
bigger space so not as 
cramped 

Georgia Ave 

Clo• a lane on Iha 
street and makalta 
sidewalk so aatarys 
can utlllz• sidewalks 
for tables 

NHd to make It 
more attracthM. 
Haight restrictions 
wlll tau away from 
that 

wa should_.,. to be 
llk•ls­
Hy-lle. whare lhe 
o-/sm­
bulld~gs are being 
prNerwd and In fact 
celebrated, dlcorated, 
enhanced and 
walcomlng 
l~dent 
bus~- and local 

More comfortable to 
walk on both lid• 
when there was 
small scale retail. 
but now too much 
construction. 

Highlight 
what makes It 
work. Don't 
destroy a 
good thing 

Increased housing. 
density. BRT should 
be Implemented. 
dedicate a lane In 
each direction on 
Ceorgla Ave. 

t eatery == expand 
stree 

sideWamll<~~~te tables 
accom 

East lid• 
comfortable. more 
safer, more 
gr•nery. shade. not 
exposed to traffic 

Like 
trans 

center 

Make Georgia 
a less heavier 
traffic street It 
would make 
the rest of the 
area better 

Keep 
shops. but 
add more 
housing 



Fenton Street 

I would Ilk• 1111 IN a 
IMtta transition 1111 
accns Jesup plllk In 
south SS from 
Fenlllln 1111 Albany 
and Takoma Aw 

If you make It 
dlfflcult for people 
who aren"t r•ldents 
to patronize the 
reslllurants and 
other buslMINS 
theywlllgo 
elNwherewlth their 
$. 

Crosswalks 
are not 
maintained 

Creat place to 
walk and calm 
place to walk. 

en on ree . 
it be improved? 

Prefer walking 
on Fenton be 
of scale, light. 
Potential In 
blocks south 
ofSSAve. 

Loved to get rid of 
can on that street. 
One lane for buses. 
Accommodate 
suppliers for B's 

more 
difficult 

~to bike 

Clad bike 
lane is 

coming 

Not the best to bike. 
cars don't watch out 
for bikers, can't go 
on the sidewalk and 
not safe In street. 
No problem walking 
though 

More 
walkablllty 
and small 
businesses 

less 
slippery 
pavers 

A lot of 
potential to 
continue 
experience In 
the area 

No Issue 
walking and 
plenty of time 
to cross street 

A lot more 
comforlllble to walk. 
Bring more housing. 
Cat"s Chaotic 1111 
walk In Industrial 
towards college 

Not get rid of 
cars but 
maybe reduce 
the speed 
limit 

Create more 
art murals or 
things to 
attract peds to 
come and see 

When It rains 
bricks are very 
sllppy 

Crossing 
street Isn't 
bad but could 
be better once 
construction 
Is done 

Construction 
doesn't doa 
good job with 
re-striping 
crosswalks 

I 

Low Fenton 
like walking 
down It 

get rid of 
cars 

S micro-grants 
to support 
small-scale 
businesses 



Fenton Street 

What is the pedestrian 
experience like along 
Fenton Street? How can 
it be improved? 



Safeway Site 

Invigorated the 
streetscape, 
changing the 
parking and 
Inputting 
something else. 
Maybe a theater or 
some sort of class?? 

If a mixed use 
project like the one 
in Rockville on 
Rockville Pike and 
Bouie would be 
functional and an 
asset to the 
neighborhood 

Add more 
life to the 

corner 

Important to 
maintain the 
grocery 
function 

More 
lighting 

sad, stinky, 
and not a 
place people 
enjoy walking 
pass 

stinky possibly 
be of the 
dumpster In 
theped 
walkway. ,,.._.., . . . ,.., 

More street 
lights make It 
more 
comfortable 
to walk down 

•• b. 

----i-i~ 
Safeway In .- - • 
Kensington P. ! 
(case) -
graphics to 
breakup the 
massive look 

We stlll IINd the 
grocay store. To 
k- It• walking 
commun11¥)'11111 
IINd som-here 1111 
buy your food 

Kenslnston Is 
a good 
concept. Make 
area more 
lively 

activate 
round floor 

add housing 
on top 



Parking Garage 4 / Lots 

Wt11s to break down 
acale and provide 
more variety, 
Increase community 
bullclng. 

More places 
for us to 
gather as a 
community 

Consider 
the 

change of 
parking. 

Need 
more 

parking 

will still need 
accessible 
parking for 
parking to 
come In the 
future 

Maybe remove 
parking from other 
arus of the •lr•t 
and encourage 
people to util la this 
garage 

Better slgnage 
and markers 
to Increase 
utilization 

Top deck for 
community 
engagement 

better signage to enter 
the ara e. 

increase 
community n~ 
building 

provide 
places for 
community 
to gather 

top deck= 
farmer's 
market+ 
other 
activities/ 
community 
events 



Parking Garage 4 / Lots 



Community Gardens / Agriculture fencing issue = 
repairs, need to be 
maintained 

consider 
smaller 
sizes plots 

Do yo,u use the community garden adjacent to Fenton Urban Park? 

We've been studying programs in other urban areas where vacant or underutilized lots are 
turned into community gardens or farms. While Silver Spring does not have a high 
vacancy rate, there are opport1Unities for activatirng parcels in this way, either for temporary 

___ .1 tse or more permanent 1Use. 

Love the Idea 
ofa 
community 
garden 

Need to create 
the space for 
people to do 
this 

use 
rooftops 

find ways for 
people to 
Interact while 
gardening 

So much to manage, 
maybe consider 
smaller slas of 
plots which can 
._ more people 
utlllzlng the garden 

So 
much 

weeds • ......... .,....... love the 
11 idea 

"'i_"I 

how can we 
include 
more 
people 
beyond 
those who 
lease the 
space? 

convert 
rooftops;> 
options of 
urban 
gardening 

building 
and 
strengthi ng 
the 
community 

Fenced needs 
tobe 
maintained so 
It Isn't an eye 
sore 

food trucks, 
other 
models 
(more 
inclusive) 

Seelfwe 
convart 
rooftops to 
urban 
gardening 



Community Gardens / Agriculture 
Could any of these sites become a garden or urban farmland? 



Fenton Village 

What else do you want to 
talk about? 

climate change + future: how are 
we building green? How can we 
be leaders? County has a lot of 
resources. Let's not lose this 
opportunity. 

find a 
mechanism 
to make 
feasible for 
small 
businesses 
to stay in 
the area 

Consider the 
future and be 
more green 

- In.dust rial - Commercial (Office+ Retail) 

- Jm.ti1utlon.:,ll'Clvi< - f,uk:s 

- M1xed~Use!Res:idential - PaikingandTr.-.ntpott31iof'I 

- Mlxed-Use:Commerclal - :Sl"9I~ ~aim.llyC>euched 

Miles 

0 0.12S 0,:25 O.S 



What do we want to share during wrap-up? 




