


• Planned BRT to connect GSSC to 
residential neighborhoods and 
transit options (Metro, MARC)

• Centerpiece of the vision and 
development requirements of the 
GSSC Master Plan

• Funding is stalled, and near-term 
implementation is not realistic

NIST

Kentlands

Belward/Life Sciences 
Center West

Universities 
at Shady Grove

Life Sciences 
Center Central

Crown
East Gaither

Metropolitan Grove

Germantown 
Town Center

COMSAT

Cloverleaf

Manekin

Dorsey Mill

West Gaither

Firstfield

DANAC

Shady Grove

Corridor City Transitway (CCT)



Three Concurrent Planning Efforts

GSSC Minor Master 
Plan Amendment 

• Plan to facilitate growth of 
the life science industry. 
Phase 1 to focus on plan 
staging.

• Uncertain funding future 
of the CCT has stymied 
development in the GSSC

Great Seneca Transit 
Network

• Near-term transit 
improvements to serve 
commuters and residents 
in the GSSC area

• The CCT remains the long-
term vision

Corridor Forward: 
I-270 Transit Plan

• Analysis and prioritization 
of long-term transit 
options along the I-270 
corridor

• The CCT is one of the 
options under evaluation



Varying (Anticipated) Timelines

GSSC Minor Master 
Plan Amendment 

• Phase 1 to be approved in 
2021

• Phase 2 anticipated to be 
underway in 2022 and 
approved in 2024

Great Seneca Transit 
Network

• Planning and design 
expected to be complete 
in 2022

• Initial network launched in 
2024

• All improvements 
implemented by 2026

Corridor Forward: 
I-270 Transit Plan

• Plan approval in 2022

• Long-term plan, undefined  
implementation timeline







•

•

➢ October 2020 Phase 1 Scope of Work

➢ April 2021 Phase 1 Planning Board 
Public Hearing

➢ October 2021 Phase 1 Council 
Public Hearing

➢ January 2022 Phase 1 Council Approval

➢ May 2022 Corridor Forward Plan 
Council Approval

➢ July 2022 Phase 2 Initiates
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Vision

“This Plan establishes a blueprint for the 
LSC that includes an expanded, first-class 
medical center, research facilities, 
academic institutions, and an array of 
services and amenities for residents, 
workers, and visitors. It will have an open 
space system that incorporates the 
area’s natural environmental features 
into a larger network, connecting 
destinations by paths and trails, and 
providing opportunities for a range of 
outdoor experiences.”

“



Transit

“Transit is an essential element of this Plan 
and is the basis for the land use and zoning 
recommendations. A strong public and 
private commitment to the Plan’s transit 
proposals will help ensure that the LSC is 
connected internally as well as to the rest of 
the Corridor.”



Staging

• Balance growth and 
development with public 
investments

• Established four stages of 
development, with CCT as 
the centerpiece
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• Life sciences industry is central to 
county economic health, it: 
• Continues to grow, providing jobs and 

revenue.

• Has expanded in the pandemic

• Provides jobs to a diverse set of 
employees.

• Is potentially a driver of equitable 
economic development.

• Clusters in the Life Sciences Center



• Residential market is thriving, 

continuing to grow and deliver.

• LSC Loop Trail has been funded

• New bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure installed.



•

• Available office space may not meet 
needs 



• Density is lower than anticipated, key properties remain undeveloped

• Design remains spread out and auto-centric

• Key park and open space amenities remain undelivered
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• Explore ways to meet the immediate community transportation 
needs;

• Evaluate long-term transit options;

•





Economic Recovery
Great Seneca Science Corridor is a 

key piece 
of the County’s biotech, life 

sciences economy.

Access  Equity
Increase equity through better 
access to healthcare and jobs.

Connectivity & 
Collaboration 

Direct bus transit for residents, 
workers, patients, and students.

Improved Access
Hub for healthcare, research, 

and education. 



Station

Lime Line Extended

Cobalt Line

Lime Line

Gray Line

Pink Line



STAGE 1

INITIAL NETWORK

LAUNCH

Iterative process of project development 

to bring service to communities faster.

LAUNCH: 

Service improvements 

and station 

enhancements.

ENHANCE: 

Additional infrastructure 

elements.

STAGE 2

EXPANDED NETWORK

5 YEARS

LAUNCH

ENHANCE

ENHANCE



Lime Line

Uses I-370 to provide express route 

to RIO, Crown Farm, and heart of 

Life Science Center.

Pink Line

Links busy Shady Grove corridor 

with Life Sciences Center.

KEY FEATURES

✓ 1.75 miles of dedicated bus lanes 

✓ Transit Signal Priority

✓ New roadway connections

✓ Distinctive, easily identifiable stations 

with passenger amenities



Gray Line

Connects Kentlands to Life Sciences 

Center. Provides key east-west 

connection to Rockville. 

Cobalt Line

Links Falls Grove, King Farm,

and Piccard corridor with Life 

Sciences Center.

Lime Line Extended

Provides access to Route 28 

corridor and west side of GSSC 

Master Plan area.

KEY FEATURES

✓ 2 miles of dedicated bus lanes

✓ Queue jumps

✓ New roadway connections



• Bus lanes make trips faster and more reliable.

• New bus shelters with real-time information give 
riders a better experience.

• Frequent, high quality service for easy connections.



Council Approves 
Initial Funding

Additional Planning & 
Design



Initial Network 
Launches

Expanded Network 
Launches

All Improvements Implemented



ENHANCE 

IMPROVEMENTS

LAUNCH 

IMPROVEMENTS

$17-
$18M

$9-
$10M

$32-
$33M

$2-
$3M

INITIAL NETWORK 
(FY23-FY24)

EXPANDED NETWORK 
(FY25-FY26)

$60-$70
million

TOTAL PLANNING-

LEVEL COSTS

MCDOT is developing funding 
strategy for the Project



Great Seneca Transit Network 



• Continue to collaborate with 

partners and stakeholders.

• Advance planning and design in 

Summer 2021.
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▪ Monorail or Light Rail from Shady Grove to Frederick

▪ Corridor Cities Transitway with current alignment

▪ MARC station and service upgrades along the Brunswick Line

▪ I-270 BRT from Frederick to Northern Virginia + Corridor Cities 
Transitway new concept

▪ Red Line Extension to Germantown

▪ Purple Line Extension to Tysons
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• BRT to connect GSSC to 
residential neighborhoods and 
transit options (Metro, MARC)

• BRT along I-270 with diversions to 
activity centers (dark purple)

• Dedicated bus lanes to be used by 
BRT as well as regional and local 
bus services (magenta)
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