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Low Coverage & 
High Cost

High Coverage & 
High Cost

Low Coverage & 
Low Cost

High Coverage & 
Low Cost

1
Travel Time
Are travel times competitive? 

2
Population Access
Does it serve communities?

3
Job Access
Does it connect jobs? 

4
Accommodating Growth
Does it support areas with expected growth?

5
Equitable Access
Does it support equity goals? 

2. Evaluate projects via high-level metrics.



▪ Monorail or Light Rail from Shady Grove to Frederick

▪ Corridor Cities Transitway with current alignment

▪ MARC station and service upgrades along the Brunswick Line

▪ I-270 BRT from Frederick to Northern Virginia + Corridor Cities 
Transitway new concept

▪ Red Line Extension to Germantown

▪ Purple Line Extension to Tysons





Re-envision Corridor Cities transit service using a 
network approach rather than a service approach.



• Two 1.5 hour internal workshops 
• Coordination with MCDOT and MTA
• Deep dive into previous NEPA work
• Transit Values Questionnaire Feedback

Finding: Existing CCT attempts to fulfill two separate 
purposes, which are not complementary.

a) Connecting Upcounty with the Red Line
b) Supporting the Life Sciences Centers’ 

economic development potential via 
enhanced access



Finding 1: Option 12 – I-270/I-495 BRT: Frederick to 
NoVa supports more efficient Upcounty access to the 
Red Line.



Finding 1: Option 12 – I-270/I-495 BRT: Frederick to 
NoVa supports more efficient Upcounty access to the 
Red Line.

Finding 2: Option does not completely fulfill the two 
separate CCT purposes; it isn’t an effective 
“replacement” option

• Off-highway diversions are not efficient
• No “local” component of Option 12
• Option 12 does not support Life Sciences Center



Bus offers the advantage of 
programming flexible 
service patterns, but to 
date, the Department has 
master-planned bus 
transitways as singular 
projects with defined 
routes.

Dedicated guideways can 
be programmed in multiple 
ways (e.g. branded BRT, 
local bus, shuttles). 
Individual segments have 
independent utility.

Finding: The Department 
should shift from a service 
approach to a network 
approach to serve the 
Corridor Cities.



Additional Dedicated Bus Guideway (Planned)
• Montgomery College to Clarksburg Outlets

• via Future Observation Drive, master-planned
• Creates alternating leg service pattern for MD 355 BRT



Additional Dedicated Bus Guideway (Planned)
• Montgomery College to Clarksburg Outlets

• via Future Observation Drive, master-planned

Additional Dedicated Bus Guideway (New):
• Germantown MARC to MD 355 BRT 

• via Germantown Road MD118
• Connects Germantown MARC, Town Center, Montgomery 

College and MD 355 BRT



Additional Dedicated Bus Guideway (Planned)
• Montgomery College to Clarksburg Outlets

• via Future Observation Drive, master-planned

Additional Dedicated Bus Guideway (New):
• Germantown MARC to MD 355 BRT 

• via Germantown Road MD118

• Montgomery Village to Metropolitan Grove
• via Montgomery Village Avenue/Quince Orchard Road
• Connects low-income, racially diverse, dense, transit-

dependent population to MD 355 BRT & MARC
• Supports Lakeforest Mall Redevelopment



Additional Dedicated Bus Guideway (Planned)
• Montgomery College to Clarksburg Outlets

• via Future Observation Drive, master-planned

Additional Dedicated Bus Guideway (New):
• Germantown MARC to MD 355 BRT 

• via Germantown Road MD118

• Montgomery Village to Metropolitan Grove
• via Montgomery Village Avenue/Quince Orchard Road

• Shady Grove to Life Sciences Center 
• via King Farm Boulevard, Fields Road, and Medical Center Drive
• Makes use of 30 percent CCT design, if desired



Additional Dedicated Bus Guideway (Planned)
• Montgomery College to Clarksburg Outlets

• via Future Observation Drive, master-planned

Additional Dedicated Bus Guideway (New):
• Germantown MARC to MD 355 BRT 

• via Germantown Road MD118

• Montgomery Village to Metropolitan Grove
• via Montgomery Village Avenue/Quince Orchard Road

• Shady Grove to Life Sciences Center 
• via King Farm Boulevard, Fields Road, and Medical Center Drive

• Rockville Town Center to Life Sciences Center 
• via MD 28 and/or Research Boulevard; or 
• via MD 355, Gude Drive, and Fallsgrove Road
• Could be programmed as a leg of CCT or extension of Veirs

Mill for a one seat-ride to Life Sciences Center
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Re-envision Corridor Cities transit service using a 
network approach rather than a service approach.
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