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EXPEDITED 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 23 Grafton Street, Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 1/6/2021 

Resource: Contributing Resource Report Date: 12/30/2020 

Chevy Chase Village Historic District 

Applicant: Jeffrey Forbes Public Notice: 12/23/2020 

Review: HAWP Tax Credit:  n/a 

Permit No.: 933486 Staff: Dan Bruechert 

Proposal: Fence Installation 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Approve  

Approve with conditions 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource to the Chevy Chase Village Historic District 

STYLE: Colonial Revival 

DATE: 1912 

Figure 1: 23 Grafton Street. 
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PROPOSAL 

 

The applicant proposes to enclose the rear yard of the property.  Forty-two linear feet of fencing will be 

installed in three sections: to the right of the house aligning with the rear wall plane, from the northwest 

corner of the house to the garage, and from the northeast corner of the garage to the existing rear fence 

(see the attached site plan.   The fence will be wood, 48” (forty-eight) inches tall, with square pickets.  

The proposed fence complies with the typical requirements for fences in Chevy Chase Village and Staff 

recommends the HPC approve the HAWP. 

 

 
Figure 2: Front elevation of 23 Grafton Street. 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

 

Policy On Use of Expedited Staff Reports for Simple HAWP Cases 

 

IV. The Expedited Staff Report format may be used on the following type of cases: 

 

2. Modifications to a property, which do not significantly alter its visual character. 

10. Construction of fences that are compatible with historic site or district in terms of 

material, height, location, and design.  Requests for fences higher than 48" to be located 

in the front yard of a property will not be reviewed using an Expedited Staff Report. 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements 

of this chapter, if it finds that: 
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(1)     The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic      

resource within an historic district; or 

             (2)     The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an 

historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of 

the purposes of this chapter; or 

 (d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district, 

the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design 

significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the 

historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of 

the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.) 

 

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible 

use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or 

features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The relevant Standards are as 

follows: 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 

features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work shall be 

differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale 

and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, 

if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 

environment would be unimpaired. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in 

Chapter 24A-8(b)(1), (2), and (d), having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior 

features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of 

Chapter 24A;  

 

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2, 9, and 10; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if 

applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 

submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;  

 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 

Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 

application at staff’s discretion; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 

propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will 

contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or 

dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 
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APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
301.563.3400

APPLICANT:

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________  City: ________________ Zip:____________�

Daytime Phone: ___________________________  Tax Account No.: _________________________�

AGENT/CONTACT (if applicable):

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________  City: ________________ Zip:____________�

Daytime Phone: ___________________________  Contractor Registration No.: _______________�

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE:�0,+3���RI�+LVWRULF�3URSHUW\BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

,V�WKH�3URSHUW\�/RFDWHG�ZLWKLQ�DQ�+LVWRULF�'LVWULFW"�

,V�WKHUH�DQ�+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�/DQG�7UXVW�(QYLURQPHQWDO�(DVHPHQW�RQ�WKH�3URSHUW\"�,I�<(6��LQFOXGH�D�
PDS�RI�WKH�HDVHPHQW��DQG�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�(DVHPHQW�+ROGHU�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKLV�DSSOLFDWLRQ�

$UH�RWKHU�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�RU�+HDULQJ�([DPLQHU�$SSURYDOV��5HYLHZV�5HTXLUHG�DV�SDUW�RI�WKLV�$SSOLFDWLRQ"�
�&RQGLWLRQDO�8VH��9DULDQFH��5HFRUG�3ODW��HWF�"��,I�<(6��LQFOXGH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKHVH�UHYLHZV�DV�
VXSSOHPHQWDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ��

Building Number: ________________ Street: ______________________________________________�

Town/City: __________________________ Nearest Cross Street: __________________________________�

Lot: ____________ Block: ___________ Subdivision: _______�Parcel: _____

TYPE OF WORK PROPOSED:�6HH�WKH�FKHFNOLVW�RQ�3DJH���WR�YHULI\�WKDW�DOO�VXSSRUWLQJ�LWHPV�
IRU��SURSRVHG�ZRUN�DUH�VXEPLWWHG�ZLWK�WKLV�DSSOLFDWLRQ��,QFRPSOHWH�$SSOLFDWLRQV�ZLOO�QRW�
EH�DFFHSWHG�IRU�UHYLHZ��Check all that apply:
� New�&RQstruction
� Addition
� Demolition
� *UDGLQJ�([FDYDWLRQ

� Deck/Porch
� Fence
� Hardscape/Landscape
� Roof

� Shed/Garage�$FFHVVRU\�6WUXFWXUH
� Solar
� TreH�UHPoval/planting
� Window/Door
� Other:__________________

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct
and accurate and that the construction will comply with plans reviewed and approved by all necessary
agencies and hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

Signature of owner or authorized agent Date

)RU�6WDII�RQO\�
+$:3�BBBBBBBBBBBBBB
'DWH�DVVLJQHGBBBBBBB

BB<HV�'LVWULFW�1DPHBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
BB1R�,QGLYLGXDO�6LWH�1DPHBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
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Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment��*ODMVEF�JOGPSNBUJPO�PO�TJHOJGJDBOU�TUSVDUVSFT�
MBOETDBQF�GFBUVSFT�PS�PUIFS�TJHOJGJDBOU�GFBUVSFT�PG�UIF�QSPQFSUZ:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:
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Work Item 1:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item �:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 3:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

9



HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 
CHECKLIST OF 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

 Required 
Attachments 

      

 
Proposed 
Work 

I. Written 
Description 

2. Site Plan 3. Plans/ 
Elevations 

4. Material 
Specifications 

5. Photographs 6. Tree Survey 7. Property 
Owner 
Addresses 

 
New 
Construction 

 
* * * 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Additions/ 
Alterations 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Demolition 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Deck/Porch 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

*  
* 

 
Fence/Wall 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
Driveway/ 
Parking Area 

 
* 

 
* 

  
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

Grading/Exc
avation/Land
scaing 

* * 
 

* * * * 

 
Tree Removal * * 

  
* * * * 

 
Siding/ Roof 
Changes 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

 
* 

  
* 

Window/ 
Door Changes * * * * * 

 
* 

 
Masonry 
Repair/ 
Repoint 

 
* * 

 
* 

 
* * 

 

* 

 
Signs 

 
* * * 

 
* * 

 
* 
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To Whom It May Concern,  
 
This letter is to confirm that the fence that will be installed at 23 Grafton Street Chevy Chase, 
MD will be well within the property lines of the home. The fence will not impede on the 
neighbor’s property on either side of the home. In our file, we have provided a copy of the PLAT 
and a drawing confirming where the fence will be installed, which again, is within the property 
lines of the home.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jeff and Elizabeth Forbes 
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CHEVY CHASE VILLAGE 
5906 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 

Phone (301) 654-7300 

Fax (301) 907-9721 

ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov 
www.chevychasevillagemd.gov 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 

ELISSA A. LEONARD 
Chair 

GARY CROCKETT 
Treasurer  VILLAGE MANAGER 

SHANA R. DAVIS-COOK 
ROBERT C. GOODWIN, JR. 
Vice Chair 

NANCY E. WATTERS 
Assistant Treasurer  LEGAL COUNSEL 

SUELLEN M. FERGUSON DAVID L. WINSTEAD 
Secretary  

LINDA J. WILLARD 
Board Member  

RICHARD M. RUDA 
Assistant Secretary  

 

 

Municipality Letter for 

Proposed Construction Project 

 

Subject Property:  23 Grafton Street, Chevy Chase MD 20815 

Property Owner:  Jeffrey Forbes 

Project Manager/Contractor: Owner is contact 

Proposed Work:  Construct a 5' high fence on private property 

 

12/2/2020 

 

Mitra Pedoeem, Director 

Department of Permitting Services of Montgomery County 

255 Rockville Pike, 2nd floor 

Rockville, MD  20850 

 

Dear Ms. Pedoeem,  

 

This letter is to inform your department that the above homeowner/contractor has 

notified Chevy Chase Village that he or she plans to apply for both county and 

municipal permits for the above summarized construction project.  Chevy Chase Village 

will not issue any municipal building permit(s) for this proposed project until 

Montgomery County has issued all necessary county permits and the applicant has 

provided Chevy Chase Village with copies of county-approved and stamped plans.  We 

have advised the homeowner/contractor that a permit from Montgomery County does 

not guarantee a permit from this municipality unless the project complies with all our 

municipal rules and regulations.   

 

If this homeowner/contractor later applies for an amended county permit, please do not 

approve that application until you have received a Municipality Letter from us 

indicating that the homeowner/contractor has notified us of that proposed amendment to 

the permit. 

 

If you have any questions about this proposed project and the municipal regulation of it 

by Chevy Chase Village, do not hesitate to have your staff contact my office.  The 

Village Permitting Coordinator can be reached by phone at 301-654-7300 or by e-mail 

at ccvpermitting@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Shana R. Davis-Cook 

Chevy Chase Village Manager 
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	HAWP: 
	Text1: We have three small children and would like to create a safe space in our backyard for them to play and would therefore like to install fencing and gates.

The gates and fencing will consist of: 42 linear feet of 48" H, 3 rail, Northern White Cedar fencing with 2" spacing between pickets (11) 5.5" square Northern White Cedar Yorktown posts with Lifeguard post bases (11) 5.5" square Westport post caps (1) 42" wide x 48" H gates with straight tops (2)
36" wide x 48" H gate with a straight top.

The fence and gates will be installed within our property lines, and may refer to the drawing on our PLAT, as well as photos we submitted for confirmation. 
	Work Item 1: 
	Required Attachments: 


