


I.I 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION  

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in 

Chapter 24A-8(b)(1), (2), and (d), having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior 

features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of 

Chapter 24A;  

 

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2, 9, and 10; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if 

applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 

submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;  

 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 

Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 

application at staff’s discretion; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 

propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will 

contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or 

dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 
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November 10, 2020 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Montgomery County 
Permit Application #928827 

Re: Follow-up to October 28, 2020 preliminary consultation 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

I am writing to submit revised plans for our application to construct a new shed based on our 
October 28 preliminary consultation with the Commission as well as the HAWP staff’s request 
for additional information made in its staff report. My understanding from our preliminary 
consultation was that the commissioners unanimously supported our shed proposal with the 
following modifications:  

1) Convert the existing lean-to roof into a gabled roof;
2) Redo the street-facing façade of the shed to remove the existing windows and replace

them with carriage-house style double garage doors with a single small square window
above to make the shed look more like other one-car garages in the neighborhood;

3) Paint the shed exterior a dark color such as the blue/grey color of our house to make it
fit in better with the streetscape.

We agree to all of these proposed changes as reflected in our new plans we are resubmitting 
today.  With respect to the additional information requested in the HAWP staff report, we are 
submitting the following: 

1) A site plan (scale 1” = 30’) showing the proposed shed location on our property and
including the side and front lines of the neighboring house at 23 Montgomery Avenue.
Please note that the 25’ (feet) setback from the street of our proposed is on the same
setback line as the front of the porch of the 23 Montgomery Avenue house.

2) To scale elevation plans (1” = 4’) for all four sides of the proposed shed. Please note that
the front of the shed facing the street is level with the ground. As the ground gradually
slopes away from the street, the floor on the back side of the shed would be 9” above
grade. Accordingly, the total height of the shed with the change to a gabled roof would
be 14’ in the front and 14’ 9” in back. In accordance with the City of Takoma Park’s tree
protection plan requirements, the shed will sit on hand-dug 8” concrete pilings. These
will not be visible on the shed’s street-facing side as they are below grade. The fllor
foundation will be constructed of 2”x6” lumber joists, which will be below grade on the
street-facing side of the shed.

3) Material specifications:
a. Doors and window on front of shed facing the street (north):  The doors will be

8’ (w) by 7’ (h) carriage house style double garage doors that open outwards.

HAWP Permit #: 928827
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