MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Address: 10029 Gable Manor Court, Potomac Meeting Date:

Resource: Individually Listed Master Plan Site #29/09 Report Date:
Cephas Willett House

Applicant: Kristin Foellmer & Nirmal Vuppuluri Public Notice:

Review: HAWP Tax Credit:

Case No.: 29/9-20A Staff:

Proposal: Sunroom Alterations

7/29/2020

7122/2020

7/15/2020

n/a

Dan Bruechert

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Individually Listed Master Plan Site (Cephas Willett House, #29/09)
STYLE: Gothic Revival
DATE: 1870
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Figure 1: The area around the Cephas Willett House has been heavily developed.



From Places from the Past:

“Built about 1870 for local physician Cephas Willett, this house is believed to be the oldest remaining
dwelling in Potomac Village. A fine example of a Gothic Revival style dwelling, the Willett House is
characterized by handsome bargeboard or gingerbread detailing in the front gable and cutwork porch
brackets.

When he built his house, Dr. Cephas F. Willett was 53 years old. In 1879, Willett was one of two doctors
with a practice in Potomac Village (then known as Offutt’s Crossroads). He lived in this residence until
his death in 1880. His wife Elizabeth sold the property three years later to Matthew O’Brien, a Potomac
Village blacksmith, whose family continued to own the property until 1945.

Sheltered by a center cross gable roof characteristic of the Gothic Revival style, the frame Willett House
rests on a stone foundation. In 1874, the residence was described as having ten rooms and a cellar. At that
time, the four-acre property included a smokehouse, hen house, stable large enough for six horses
corncrib, granary, and wagon shed. A water pump was located near the door to the house.”

PROPOSAL

The applicant proposes removing the rear door on the sunroom and installing new sliding glass doors and
wooden stairs.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

Proposed alterations to individual Master Plan Sites are reviewed under Montgomery County Code
Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.
Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property through
repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, which convey its historical,
cultural, or architectural values.

outlined below.

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of this
chapter, if it finds that:
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of
this chapter; or
(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship

that characterize a property will be preserved.



STAFF DISCUSSION

The applicant proposes removing the existing sunroom door and wooden stairs and installing a new
sliding glass door and wood stairs. Staff finds that these alterations are on a non-historic portion of the
property and will not impact the historic character of the Master Plan Site and recommends approval.

The ¢.1870 Cephas Willetts House had a major renovation undertaken in 1982. During this renovation,
all of the windows were replaced and significant alterations were made to the rear to create the existing
sunroom. The sunroom is enclosed with vinyl windows, wood clapboard, and an aluminum rear door that
is accessed by two simply detailed wooden stairs. The door and stairs have degraded and the applicant
proposes relocating them and filling in the door opening with cedar clapboards to match the house
exterior. Additionally, the rise of the existing stairs is too steep to comply with current building code.

The sunroom configuration and materials are not historic and the loss of the door and stairs will not
impact the historic character of the house. To provide egress to the sunroom, the applicant proposes to
install a vinyl sliding door on the right side of the sunroom and a new wood landing and stairs detailed to
match the existing (see Fig 2). The existing shrubs will be removed and pea gravel and bluestone
stepping stones will be installed in place of the existing shrubs.
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Figuré 2: The sunroom in its existing configuration. The new slidi-ng glass door will be installed on the right wall.

Ordinarily, Staff would not support a vinyl door on a Master Plan site, however, this site lost most of its
historic fabric in the 1982 renovation. All of the windows, doors, and many architectural details were
removed and replaced, so that the appearance of the front elevation is the only historically significant
element remaining. The proposed vinyl door is consistent with the doors and windows on the rear of the
house and, Staff finds that the proposal will not impact the historic character of the house (per Standard 2)



nor will it impact any historic material (per Standard 5).

Staff finds the proposal will not substantially alter the historic features of the Master Plan site nor will it
impact any historic fabric on the house. Staff additionally finds that the new stairs, with a code-compliant
rise, will provide a safer entrance to the rear of the house. Staff recommends the approval of this HAWP.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in
Chapter 24A-8(b)(1), (2), and (4), having found that the proposal, is consistent with and compatible in
character with the purposes of Chapter 24A,; and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation #2 and #5;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if
applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or
dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.



mailto:dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org

FOR STAFF ONLY:
HAWP# 917619

R APPLICATION FOR PATEASSIGNER——
" Y87 " HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

=
R\{E,/' 2
iy sS / 301.563.3400
APPLICANT:
Name: <ristin Foellmer / Nirmal Vuppuluri E-mail: kristin.foellmer@gmail.com
Address. 10029 Gable Manor Court City: Potomac Zip:20854

202-340-8444 03040902

Daytime Phone: Tax Account No.:

AGENT/CONTACT (if applicable):

Name: E-mail:
Address: City: Zip:
Daytime Phone: Contractor Registration No.:

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE: MIHP # of Historic Property M . 29/9

Is the Property Located within an Historic District? __Yes/District Name
__No/Individual Site NameDr. Willett House

Is there an Historic Preservation/Land Trust/Environmental Easement on the Property? If YES, include a
map of the easement, and documentation from the Easement Holder supporting this application.

Are other Planning and/or Hearing Examiner Approvals /Reviews Required as part of this Application?
(Conditional Use, Variance, Record Plat, etc.?) If YES, include information on these reviews as
supplemental information.

Building Number: Street:
Town/City: Nearest Cross Street:
Lot: Block: Subdivision: Parcel:

TYPE OF WORK PROPOSED: See the checklist on Page 4 to verify that all supporting items
for proposed work are submitted with this application. Incomplete Applications will not

be accepted for review. Check all that apply: [] Shed/Garage/Accessory Structure
] New Construction [O] Deck/Porch [] Solar

] Addition ] Fence [] Tree removal/planting

] Demolition ] Hardscape/Landscape [O] Window/Door

[l Grading/Excavation [ |  Roof [] Other:

I hereby certify that | have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct
and accurate and that the construction will comply with plans reviewed and approved by all nhecessary

agencies and hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.
Nirmal Vuppuluri / Kristin Foellmer June 23 2020

Signature of owner or authorized agent Date 5



Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures,
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Dr. Willett house was built circa 1870 but was gutted and renovated by ONeill Construction in 1982
when the Gable Manor Court development was built. The interior was completely redone at that time.
The rear door is a cheap metal exterior door and the rear wood steps are not historic.

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:

Remove rear exterior swing door and steps. Relocate to side of same room and replace with 60"x80"
sliding door and two steps and a small platform.

Where the swing door used to be, becomes exterior wall with cedar siding to match existing exterior.
The new sliding door would fit into opening where double windows currently are.

Instead of having two steep steps, two steps and a small platform for safer movement in and out of the
house. We have had TWO guests slip on the current steep steps.

Neither the current door nor the current steps are historic. From what we understand from our neighbor,
the current sunroom is also not historic - but used to be a screened in porch.



Work Ttem 1. RE€IOCate Back Door

escription of Current Condition: IProposed Work: Remove and relocate to side of
Broken metal house. Replace swing door with
door. 60x80 glass slider.

Work Ttem 2: R€lOCate Back Steps

escription of Current Condition:2 steep and |Proposed Work: Relocate to side of house. Replace
unstable with two wood steps and a small
wooden steps. wood platform for safe entrance and
exit from house.

Work Item 3:

escription of Current Condition: IProposed Work:




DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES

Marc Elrich Mitra Pedoeem
County Executive Director
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT APPLICATION
Application Date: 6/23/2020
Application No: 917619
AP Type: HISTORIC
Customer No: 1376504
Comments

Existing rear door and steps are not historic and of very poor quality. We have had two guests fall on the rear steps, which are steep and unstable.

Affidavit Acknowledgement

The Homeowner is the Primary applicant
This application does not violate any covenants and deed restrictions

Primary Applicant Information

10029 GABLE MANOR CT
POTOMAC, MD 20854

Homeowner Foellmer (Primary)

Address

Historic Area Work Permit Details
Work Type ALTER

Scope of Work Remove broken exterior door and failing steps in rear of house . Relocate to side of house.

255 Rockville Pike, 2nd Floor - Rockville, MD 20850 - (240)777-0311 - (240)777-6256 TTY
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dps
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g__ NOTES:

MARYLAND, WASHINGTON GAS LIGHT COMPANY, AND TO THEIR RESPECTIVE SUCCESSORS
AND ASSIGNS, FOREVER PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENTS, IDENTIFIED HEREON AS "P.U.E.",

SUBDIVISION Of PART OF THE LANDS ACQUIRED BY PMC CORPORATION, A
MARYLAND CORPORATION FROM CLIFF M, BLONDES, SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE UNDER
A DEED OF TRUST . BY DEED DATED JuLY 23,1993 AND RECORDED AMONG THE

2|o—] 4
] R 1. THIS PLAN IS SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS
5l5 — OF A DEVELOPMENT PLAN UNDER ZONING CASE
2160 = NG G-690 APPROVED BY THE DISTRICT COUNCIL
e ON 06/09/92.
- 2. THIS PLAN 1S SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS
- OF A DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND LANDSCAPE
o PLAN ENFORGEMENT AGREEMENT WITH THE
°|5—3 MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD
S 3 ¢ DATED __9-10-93 :
= — \ 3. PARCEL "C", BLOCK "A” IS TO BE CONVEYED
LB ' } TO THE HOME OWNERS ASSOCIATION (H.0.A.).
]
v 3 4. THIS PLAT IS SUBJECT TO THE TERMS AND
S 3 CONDITIONS OF A DECLARATION OF
T CONVENANTS FOR PRIVATE OPEN SPACE
z _RECORDED IN LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY
S WE, PMC CORPORATION, A MARYLAND CORPORATION, OWNERS OF THE PROPERTY 24 N 47682.62 COUNTY, MARYLAND IN LIBER 11790 AT
& SHOWN AND DESCRIBED HEREON, HEREBY ADOPT THIS PLAN OF suex(nv.s:o;:; =~ W 56476 31 FoOLIO 238 .
L 3 AND GRANT TO THE WASHINGTON SUBURBAN SANITARY COMMISSION (WSSC " S ACREE
= SUCH EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS AS NECESSARY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, - D TAT onie AND RO e e eTor ATED
o 3 RECONSTRUCTION, OPERATION, MAINTENANCE ANC REFAR OF SANITARY SEWERS WITH ANY PRELIMINARY PLAN, SITE PLAN,
+—3 AND/OR WATER MAINS AND APPURTENANCES WITHIN THE WATER AND/OR SEWER ~~ PROJECT PLAN OR OTHER PL AN, ALLOWING |
— RIGHT—OF ~WAYS/EASEMENTS SHOWN HEREON AS "WSSC R/W", SUBJECT TO AND TS~ DEVELOPMENT OF THIS PROPERTY. APPROVE]
— TOGETHER WITH THE CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN A RIGHT-OF-WAY DOCUMENT FROM BY THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING
= POTOMAC MEWS JOINT VENTURE, THEIR SUCCESSORS OR ASSIGNS TO THE WSSC ggﬁxﬁig‘gl;% ‘Imeg%avemm Slé%va'l,AN? NOT
) - PREVIOUSLY RECORDED IN LIBER BB63 AT FOLIO 214; AND GRANT 7O THE POTOMAC | HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE PLAN SHOWN HEREON IS CORRECT; THAT IS A BE EXTINGUI! oY 1H ENGARMEAL B A5y
W 56.500 ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY, CHESAPEAKE ANC POTOMAC TELEPHONE COMPANY OF e et EREOY 3 THIS PLAT, SS E Ly . W 356500

CONTEMPLATED BY THE PLANAS
CPFROVED. THE DFFICIAL PUBLIC FILES

, i FOR ANY SUCH PLAN ARE MAINTAINED
ON, OVER AND THROUGH THE LAND, WITH THE TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF THE LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND IN LIBER /7728  FOLIO BY THE PLANNING BOARD AND AVAILABLE
SAID GRANT AND PROVISIONS OF PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENTS AS RECORDED !5/ ; THAT THIS IS A RESUBDIVISION OF PART OF PARCEL B, BLOCK A, POTOMAC :

HE i LBE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW DURING NORMAL
AMONG THe LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND iN LIBER VILLAGE AS SHOWN ON A PLAT OF SUBDIVISION ENTITLED "POTOMAC VILLAGE BUSINESS HOURS.
3834 AT FOUO 457, AND DEDICATE SPECIFIC EASEMENTS SHOWN HEREON AS P.U.E. PARCEL B, BLOCK A", AND RECCRDED AMONG THE AFORESAID LAND RECORDS IN

FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE, AND OPERATION OF UNDERGROUND PLAT BOOK 149 AS PLAT NO. {7012  ; THAT THE TOTAL AREA INCLUDED IN THIS PLAT 0.THIS PLAN IS SUBIECT TO THE FOREST
LINES BY ANY DULY AUTHORIZED FRANCHISED COMPANIES “OR CABLE iS 1.5952 ACRES OF LAND; THAT THE TOTAL AREA DEDICATED TO PUBLIC USE IS CONSERVATION LAWoF 199Z.

TELEVISION SYSTEMS; AND FSTABLISH THE MINIMUM BUILDING RESTRICTION LINES 0.00 ACRES OF LAND; THAT THE TOTAL AREA DEDICATED TO HOME OWNERS
EXCEPT AS SHOWN HEREON; AND CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAN OF SUBDIVISION COMPLIES ASSOCIATION AS COMMON AREA IS 0.6862  ACRES.
7 /2/ /‘73

PMC CORPORATION, A MARYLAND TORPORATION

WITH SECTION 50-24 OF THE SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS. :

RICHARD H. KEHR DATE

MD. REG. PROF. LAND SURVLYOR NO. 4930
POTOMAC VILLAGE
LOTS 12 THRU 18 AND PARCEL "C”
~ BLOCK "A”
10th. ELECTION DISTRICT
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND
SCALE: 1" = 30 DATE: JULY 1, 1993

CHESTER 818 W. DIAMOND AVE.

GAITHERSBURG, MD. 20878
ENVIRONMENTAL . (301)840-1030

L4 .
7//.5/9 3 o
CDATH Y

FOR PUBLIC WATER & <
SEWER SYSTEMS ONLY z|

YA L KL 4
WITNESS Sio . Kelle e GERAL
THERE ARE NO ACTIONS—AT—-LAW, SUITS, LEASES, LIENS, OR TRUSTS ON THE
PROPERTY INCLUDED N THIS PLAN OF SUBLVISION

N 48,000

- 234003(92067PD5
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

" MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

§ MARTLAND-NATIONAL CAPTAL PARK & PLANNING COMMISSION ||
- MONTCOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

§ secoroen __

| PLAT BooK

3 ".’ /o
. DIRECTOR
SR,

f pLaT No.

] uNcPapc RECORD FILE No. ~590-%8

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT (Subdivision Plats, MO) Plat 19161-19162, MSA_91249
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LOWE’S EXPANDS SMALL BUSINESS GRANT PROGRAM FOR MINORITIES AND RURAL COMMUNITIES. LEARN MORE HERE >

m © Washington Lowe's >
Open till 9PM!
Shop Ideas Savings Services

Windows & Doors / Exterior Doors / Patio Doors

+3

Overview

Q @ ¥

Order Status Lowe's Credit Cards Weekly Ad

$802.74

View Q&A

JELD-WEN Clear Glass White Vinyl Left-Hand
Sliding Double Door Sliding Patio Door with Screen
(Common: 72-in x 80-in; Actual: 71.5-in x 79.5-in)
Item #358402 Model #JWVYL LE 6068 LH

e ENERGY STAR® certified

¢ 1-lite Low-E with argon gas for greater energy
efficiency

e XO (left hand as viewed from the exterior)

Qty

@ Free Store Pickup
Ready for pickup: Estimated by Aug 11

Delivery
b Ready for Delivery: Estimated on Aug
11

18


https://www.lowes.com/c/Windows-doors
https://www.lowes.com/c/Exterior-doors-Windows-doors
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Patio-doors-Exterior-doors-Windows-doors/4294618099
https://www.lisc.org/covid-19/small-business-assistance/small-business-relief-grants/lowes/
https://www.lowes.com/
https://www.lowes.com/cart
https://www.lowes.com/mylowes/orders
https://www.lowes.com/l/Credit.html
https://www.lowes.com/weekly-ad
https://www.lowes.com/diy-projects-and-ideas
https://www.lowes.com/l/savings.html
https://www.lowes.com/l/lowes-project-services.html

 ENERGY STAR® certified

» 1-lite Low-E with argon gas for greater energy efficiency B installati ® w .
nstallation arranty

» XO (left hand as viewed from the exterior) Guide Guide
» Frames assembled using fusion-welded technology for greater strength PDF PDF
and stability
« Optional colors available through special order - check for regional [ CAProp6s
availability PDF

o Custom sizes and options are available, check with your local Lowe's
store

» Adjustable metal tandem rollers allow panel to move smoothly along
corrosion-resistant track

» Fiberglass charcoal-color insect screen in an aluminum frame to match
the color of the unit

e Limited lifetime warranty

CA Residents: Prop 65 Warning(s) -

Specifications +
Rating & Reviews 5 +
Community Q & A +

advantage

5% OFF* EVERY DAY OR 6 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING™*

123 4567 8901?3 g * **Offer subject to credit approval and cannot be combined with other credit offers. Minimum purchase required. Exclusions apply.

Since
il

04/1
VALUED CUSTOMER 5%

RELATED SEARCHES

Jeld Wen Patio Doors White Patio Doors Sliding Patio Doors Vinyl Patio Doors Cl

© Back to Top

email address ZIP Sign Up
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http://pdf.lowes.com/prop65warninglabel/733213012156_prop65.pdf
http://pdf.lowes.com/installationguides/733213012156_install.pdf
http://pdf.lowes.com/warrantyguides/733213012156_warranty.pdf
http://pdf.lowes.com/prop65warninglabel/733213012156_prop65.pdf
https://www.lowes.com/l/Credit/5-off-or-6-special-financing.html?int_cmp=ConsumerCreditCenter%3AA%3ACredit%3ACorp%3A5Off_Or_6MNI_PDP
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Jeld-wen--Patio-doors-Exterior-doors-Windows-doors/4294618099?refinement=4294850769
https://www.lowes.com/pl/White--Patio-doors-Exterior-doors-Windows-doors/4294618099?refinement=4294820092
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Sliding--Patio-doors-Exterior-doors-Windows-doors/4294618099?refinement=2400309727
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Vinyl--Patio-doors-Exterior-doors-Windows-doors/4294618099?refinement=4294965742
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Clear-glass--Patio-doors-Exterior-doors-Windows-doors/4294618099?refinement=4294796836



