MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Address:

310 Springloch Road, Silver Spring

Meeting Date:

5/27/2020

Resource:

Individually Listed Master Plan Site #33/23
Donald Shepherd House

Report Date:

5/20/2020

Applicant:

Marvin Oleshansky

Public Notice:

5/13/2020

Review:

HAWP

Tax Credit:

n/a

Case No.:

33/23-20A

Staff:

Dan Bruechert

Proposal:

Window Replacement

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
SIGNIFICANCE:
STYLE:
DATE:

Individually Listed Master Plan Site (Donald Shepherd House #33/23
Colonial Revival
1939

Figure 1: 310 Springloch Rd., was a Colonial Revival estate, that was subdividied to allow for surrounding suburban
development.
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From Places from the Past:
“The Donald D. Shepard House is an exceptional Colonial Revival estate residence built in 1939 with a
wing addition in 1941. The North Springbrook neighborhood was once part of this 464-acre estate known
to the Shepard family as The Farm. The expansive brick residence is a sophisticated example of early
20th century Colonial Revival design that may be attributable to the firm of Eggers and Higgins,
associates of architect John Russell Pope. Pope completed his designs for the National Gallery of Art and
Jefferson Memorial during this period. A prominent tax attorney, Shepard was the personal lawyer of
Andrew W. Mellon. He was active in the design and planning of the National Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C. and served as a trustee of the museum, the A.W. Mellon Endowment and Trust, and
numerous other educational and philanthropic boards and organizations. The house was said to have been
constructed with historic material including colonial-era brick, washed and re-used, for the walls and
floors and cabinets imported from England.”
PROPOSAL
The applicant proposes replacing two windows on the 2nd floor of the garage.
APPLICABLE GUIDELINES
Proposed alterations to individual Master Plan Sites are reviewed under Montgomery County Code
Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.
Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property through
repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, which convey its historical,
cultural, or architectural values.
outlined below.
Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of this
chapter, if it finds that:
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of
this chapter; or
(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:
2.
The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.
Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that
characterize a property will be preserved.
STAFF DISCUSSION
The applicant proposes removing two sash windows from the second floor of the garage and replacing
them with egress-compliant casement windows.
The subject property was built in a number of phases, with the main block of the house constructed in
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1939, with a side gable addition added in 1941. The historic, two-story, rear-loading garage is connected
to the house by a brick arcade.
The applicant proposes adding an accessory dwelling unit on the second floor of the garage. The
proposed ADU will accommodate up to two bedrooms. The windows in the proposed bedrooms are sixover-six wood sash windows with openings too small to meet current building codes. The applicant
proposes removing the existing wood sash windows and installing Marvin Signature Ultimate casement
windows in their place. The windows will be aluminum-clad wood windows with a custom six-over-six
configuration with a simulated meeting rail. The proposed windows will match the dimensions of the
existing.

Figure 2: Detail of the Donald Shepherd House showing the location of the existing garage.

Based on the design and materials it appears that the garage was constructed at approximately the same
time as the house. However, due to the garage’s one and a half story height, the roof pitch is lower than
the pitch found elsewhere on the house. Staff has been unable to determine if the windows proposed for
removal are original or if they are later replacements, however, the subject windows appear to be in good
working order. The question before the HPC is whether the proposed replacement is an unacceptable
alteration to a character-defining feature of the historic property. Standards #2 and #5 should be applied
in this instance. The proposed alteration is for the second floor on an accessory structure, which while
connected to the house via a brick arcade, is intended to operate separately from the main house massing.
The second floor of the garage is accessed by a separate entrance in the rear corner of the structure. Staff
additionally finds that the selected casement window has been designed so that it will better match the
existing windows (primarily by utilizing a simulated spacer bar). The replacement of these windows does
not adversely impact the retention and preservation of the historic property, nor does action remove a
distinctive material, finish, or feature that characterizes the historic structure.
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Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP to remove two existing sash windows and replace them
with code-compliant casements under 24A-8(b)(2) and (4) and Standard 2 and 5.
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in
Chapter 24A-8(b)(1), (2), and (3), having found that the proposal, is consistent with and compatible in
character with the purposes of Chapter 24A; and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation #2 and #5;
and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if
applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;
and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;
and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or
dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.
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