MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFE REPORT

Address: 7320 Willow Ave., Takoma Park Meeting Date: 3/11/2020

Resource: Contributing Resource Report Date: 3/4/2020
Takoma Park Historic District
Public Notice: 2/26/2020

Applicant: Chris Merchant
(Richard Vitullo, Architect) Tax Credit: No
Review: HAWP Staff: Michael Kyne

Case Number: 37/03-20P

PROPOSAL: Porch alterations

STAFE RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the HPC approve the HAWP application.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource within the Takoma Park Historic District
STYLE: Dutch Colonial
DATE: c. 1920s-30s
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Fig. 1: Subject property.



PROPOSAL
The applicants propose the following work items at the subject property:

e Removal of the the non-original windows from the previously enclosed porch at the south side of
the property.

e Restoration of the porch openings to their original size.
Enclosure of the restored porch openings with black PVC screening.

e Replacement of the porch flooring with ipe decking.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Takoma Park Historic District several
documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These
documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved and adopted amendment
for the Takoma Park Historic District (Guidelines), Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter
24A), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent
information in these documents is outlined below.

Takoma Park Historic District Guidelines
There are two very general, broad planning and design concepts which apply to all categories. These are:

e The design review emphasis will be restricted to changes that are all visible from the public right-
of-way, irrespective of landscaping or vegetation (it is expected that the majority of new additions
will be reviewed for their impact on the overall district), and

e The importance of assuring that additions and other changes to existing structures act to reinforce
and continue existing streetscape, landscape, and building patterns rather than to impair the
character of the historic district.

A majority of structures in the Takoma Park Historic District have been assessed as being “Contributing
Resources.” While these structures may not have the same level of architectural or historical significance
as Outstanding Resources or may have lost some degree of integrity, collectively, they are the basic
building blocks of the Takoma Park district. However, they are more important to the overall character of
the district and the streetscape due to their size, scale, and architectural character, rather than for their
particular architectural features.

Contributing Resources should receive a more lenient level of design review than those structures that
have been classified as Outstanding. This design review should emphasize the importance of the resource
to the overall streetscape and its compatibility with existing patterns rather than focusing on a close
scrutiny of architectural detailing. In general, however, changes to Contributing Resources should respect
the predominant architectural style of the resource.

The Guidelines that pertain to this project are as follows:

o All exterior alterations, including those to architectural features and details, should be generally
consistent with the predominant architectural style and period of the resource and should preserve
the predominant architectural features of the resource; exact replication of existing details and
features is, however, not required.

e Some non-original building materials may be acceptable on a case-by-case basis; artificial sidini



on areas visible from the public right of way is discouraged where such materials would replace
or damage original building materials that are in good condition.

o All changes and additions should respect existing environmental settings, landscaping, and
patterns of open space.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to ensure conformity with the purposes and requirements
of this chapter, if it finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the
purposes of this chapter; or

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a
manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the
historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource
located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit
of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the
permit.

(c) Itis not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or
architectural style.

(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district,
the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the
historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of
the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.)

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:
The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features,

which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The Standards are as follows:

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.
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9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials
that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity
of the property and its environment.

STAFE DISCUSSION

The subject property is a ¢. 1920s-30s Dutch Colonial-style Contributing Resource within the Takoma
Park Historic District. There is a one-story enclosed porch at the south side of the property. The
applicants’ architect has provided a written statement with evidence to suggest that the porch enclosure is
a previous alteration (see Page 9). Staff’s research supports this statement, as the 1927 Sanborn Fire
Insurance Map depicts the structure as a one-story open porch (Fig. 2).

- ——
Fig.2: 1927 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, with the subject property outlined in blue and the porch to
be altered circled in red.

The applicants propose the following work items at the subject property:

e Removal of the the non-original windows from the previously enclosed porch at the south side of
the property.

e Restoration of the porch openings to their original size.

o Enclosure of the restored porch openings with black PVC screening.

o Replacement of the porch flooring with ipe decking.

Staff supports the applicant’s proposal. The proposed alterations are generally consistent with the
predominant architectural style and period of the resource and preserve the predominant architectural
features of the resource, as stipulated by the Guidelines. In accordance with Standards #2 and #9, the
proposal will not remove or alter character-defining features of the subject property or surrounding
streetscape.
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After full and fair consideration of the applicant’s submission staff finds the proposal, as modified by the
conditions, as being consistent with the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-(b) (1) and (2), and (d),
having found the proposal is consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
and Takoma Park Historic District Guidelines outlined above.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in
Chapter 24A-8(b), (1), (2) & (d) having found that the proposal is consistent with the Takoma Park
Historic District Guidelines, and therefore will not substantially alter the exterior features of the historic
resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A,

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2 and #9;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if
applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or
michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS AND T
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION.

WHITTEN DESCRIPION OF PROJECT

s Doscription of existing structurs{s) snd snvironmentad setting, including their historical featwes and significance;

Kl ATThetED

b. General description of project and its wifect on the historic Tesource(s), the environmental sefting, and, where spplicablo, the historic district:

PPE A TTACHED

SITEPLAN

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use Your plet. Your site plan must include:
& the scale, north amow, and date;

b. dimensions of all sxisting and proposed structures; and

¢ site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechenical equipment, and i;sd;caping.

4. Schematic eonstruction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating locetion, size and general type of walls, window and door spanings, and ather
fixad features of both the existing resourcels] and the praposed work,

. Elevations {facades), with marked dimensions, cleary indicating proposad work in relation to existing construction and, when IPPIOpPrate, contoxt
All matasials and fixtures Proposed for tha exturior must be nated on the slevations drawings. An existing and & propased ekevation drawuig of oach
facade eMeciad oy the proposed work is required.

MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work uf tha project. This information may be included on Your
design drgwings.

EHOTOGRAPHS

. Cleary labaled photographic prints of each fecade of existing resource, including details of the effectsd portions. All labely should be placed on the
front of phatographs,

b. Cleerly label photographic prints of the resourcs 55 viewad from the public right-af-way and of the adjoining proparties, All labels should be pliced on
the-front of photographs,

IREE SURVEY

If you dre proposing constryction edscent to or within the driplina of any tree 6" or larger i diameter (al approximately 4 faat above the ground), you
must file &n sccucate tree survey identifying the size, locabon, and specios of each bee of at least that dimension.

AQDRESIES OF ADJACENT AND CONFAONTING PROPERTY QWNERS

For ALL projects, provide a1 sccurata Jist of adjacent und conirenting property ownars {nof tenants}, including names, sddrassas, and rip codes. This fist
should include the owners of ail lots o parcels which adjoin the parcel in question, as well as the owner{s} of lotis) or parcel(s} which e directty across
the sreevhighway from the parce| in question.

PLEASE PRINT (IN BLUE OR BLACK iNX] DR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
PLEASE SYAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE TEMPLATE, AS THIS WILL BE PHUTGCOPIED DIRECTLY GNTO MAJLING LABELS. 7

<%



OWNERS:

Chris Merchant

7320 Willow Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

AGENT FOR OWNER:
Richard J. Vitullo AIA

Vitullo Architecture Studio, PC
7016 Woodland Ave.

Takoma Park, MD 20912

Adjoining Property Owners

Dennis May

Elizabeth Taylor

7322 Willow Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Cary Burnell
7318 Willow Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Bruce Kozarsky
Megan Scribner

7321 Willow Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Richard Smith
Anastasia Smith

7319 Willow Ave.
Takoma Park, MDD 20912



DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING STRUCTURE,
ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING AND HISTORICAL FEATURES
AT:

7320 Willow Ave., Takoma Park, MD 20912

This is an "Contributing Resource" Dutch Colonial-style house, built in 1928, and
it is located in the Takoma Park Historic District. It is a 2-story house,
rectangular in shape (755 S.F. footprint), with a full walk-out basement at the
rear of the sloping site.

There is a side porch builf on the south side that had been converted into a walk-
in closet, located off of the living room. From the exterior, the windows are
exposed. There is evidence, after some demolition, that this side porch was
originally an exterior porch and needs fo be restored/repaired:

1. After removing the drywall from all of the entire interior walls, the now-
enclosed windows were found to be non-original since they were
numbered (as in each were part of an antique store lot of windows), and
they did not fit the openings. Also, the interior of the room was found to
have beadboard on the walls and the ceiling, a typical exterior porch
finishing material.

2. The glazing in the windows was opaque art glass, so restoring them fo
regular clear glazing in place would be prohibitively expensive. As itis, a
lot of the window jambs and frames are rotted.

3. The floor is sloped, indicating a porch function.
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED STRUCTURE,
ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING AND HISTORICAL FEATURES
AT:

7320 Willow Ave., Takoma Park, MD 20912

The side porch will be restored to its original function as an exterior (screened)
porch, and located off of the fiving room. the following will be done to acomplish
this restoration/repair:

1. Since the non-orginal inserted windows did not fit the larger openings, the
wall surfaces were increased in size to accommodate the smaller 3-9”
high windows. So, the original opening heights of 4-3" will be restored,
with an original 3-0” section of wall below.

2. The existing exterior 5” exposure yellow pine, and the wood trim on
exterior of porch and on interior of porch at the house wall will be
restored/repaired.

3. The floor structure will be opened up and restored/repaired; the new
flooring will be 1 x 6 ipe decking.

4. The openings will be enclosed with black PVC screening with a %" x %"
screen framing system (ScreenTight MiniTrack).
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