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SCOPE OF WORK

Moxley Road, rustic
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Today:
• Overview
• Discuss outreach
• Approve the Scope of Work

Big Woods Road, rustic
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The Rustic Roads Program
…establishes a program to preserve as rustic roads those historic and scenic 
roadways that reflect the agricultural character and rural origins of the County. 
Preservation of rustic roads must be achieved by retaining certain physical 
features of rustic roads and by certain right-of-way maintenance procedures.

Brookeville Road, rustic
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Purpose of the Update
• Last amendment in 2004

• Assess 20 nominated roads;  describe 29 roads currently in the program; and 
update programs and other technical elements as needed

Rocky Road, rustic
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There are 99 roads in the 
Rustic Roads Program
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20 new roads nominated
29 roads need descriptions
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Elton, 1780
Elton Farm Road

Rustic roads allow us to follow our history.
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Mount Carmel Church Cemetery (1848)
Mount Carmel Cemetery Road, nominee
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Mount Calvary African Union Methodist Protestant (AUMP) Church
Batson Road, rustic
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C&O Canal Lock 25
Edwards Ferry Road, exceptional rustic
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Mount Pleasant Cemetery
Mount Ephraim Road, rustic
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Ruins of a sandstone bank barn, former Sellman Farm
Mouth of Monocacy Road, exceptional rustic
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Oakley Cabin
Brookeville Road, rustic
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Monocacy Aqueduct, C&O Canal
Mouth of Monocacy Road, exceptional rustic

Rustic roads lead to unusual and 
remarkable infrastructure.
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B&O Viaduct
Mouth of Monocacy Road, exceptional rustic
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Seneca Aqueduct on the C&O Canal
Rileys Lock Road and Tschiffely Mill Road, both rustic
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In 2007, MCDOT installed a new wood-decked truss bridge
Mouth of Monocacy Road, exceptional rustic
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White’s Ferry is the last remaining cable ferry crossing the Potomac River
Whites Ferry Road, rustic and River Road, exceptional rustic
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Ford through Ten Mile Creek
West Old Baltimore Road, exceptional rustic
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Sod farm
River Road, exceptional rustic

Rustic roads are integral to the Ag 
Reserve and our working landscapes
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Homestead Farm
Sugarland Road, 

exceptional rustic
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Mullinix Mill Road, nominee
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Linden Farm
Martincburg Road, exceptional rustic
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Mouth of Monocacy Road, exceptional rustic
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Grain elevator
Sugarland Road, exceptional rustic
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Soleado Farm driveway
West Harris Road, exceptional rustic
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Chocolates and Tomatoes Farm
Formerly on River Road
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Moxley Road, rustic
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An orchard on the left and corn on the right
Sugarland Road, exceptional rustic
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Button Farm
Black Rock Road, rustic
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Today:
• Briefing
• Discuss outreach
• Approve the Scope of Work

Martinsburg Road, exceptional rustic
The only road designated in the MPHP

Rustic roads are narrow, 
slow, shared roads.
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Unnamed rustic road

Rustic roads are full of surprises around every corner—please slow down..
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Old Hundred Road, rustic
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Old Bucklodge Lane, rustic
Photo by Anne Davies
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Old Bucklodge Lane, rustic
Photo by Karen Kendra
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Oak Hill Road, rustic
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RRAC site visit
Martinsburg Road, exceptional rustic



Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update 3802/06/2020

RRAC site visit
Sugarland Road, exceptional rustic
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Meeting House Road, exceptional rustic

The original “road diet”
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Brown Church Road, nominee
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Budd Rd, rustic
Photo by Caroline Taylor

Today:
• Briefing
• Discuss outreach
• Approve the Scope of Work
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West Harris Road, exceptional rustic
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Brighton Dam Road, rustic
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Ride for the Reserve by Caroline Taylor

Today:
• Briefing
• Discuss outreach
• Approve the Scope of Work
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Mouth of Monocacy Road 
exceptional rustic
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Unnamed rustic road
Photo from Jeremy Criss, Office of Ag
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Emory Church Road, nominee
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Toad rescue 
Undisclosed rustic road rescue by Caroline Taylor



Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update 5002/06/2020

Glen Road, rustic

A brief history
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1950s

View from Nicholson Farm Road, nominee
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1960s

Rocklands Farm, Montevideo Road, exceptional rustic
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1970s

Tschiffely Mill Road, rustic
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1980s

Westerly Road, rustic
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1990s

Greenbridge Road, nominee
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Community members did not want our 
remaining gravel roads to be paved.

West Harris Road, exceptional rustic



Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update 5702/06/2020

1910 pony truss bridge over Dry Seneca Creek
Montevideo Road, exceptional rustic

And they did not want their one-lane bridges 
to be replaced—such as this one.
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And this one.

1-lane bridge over Watts Branch
Glen  Road, exceptional rustic
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Martinsburg Road, exceptional rustic

1990s to 2010s
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Criteria for designations 
established in county code
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Rustic Roads Advisory 
Committee created in 
county code as part 
of the Rustic Roads 
Program

RRAC members at Poolesville Day, 2016
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Rustic Roads Advisory Committee
Duties:

• Reviews road classifications 

• Educates the public and 
promotes the program

• Reports to the planning board, 
county executive and council

• Advises on rustic road impacts 
during subdivision reviews

RRAC Poolesville Day booth, 2017
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Special brown street name signs 
are being installed to identify the 
rustic roads. 

Logo Signs
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RRAC site visit with MCDOT staff
West Old Baltimore Road, exceptional rustic

RRAC coordinates with 
agencies, residents and 
applicants
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RRAC Membership
Farmers 
(3 members, 1 representing the Ag 
Advisory Committee)

Laura Van Etten (AAC)
Todd Greenstone
Lonnie Luther

Knowledge of rural preservation techniques Dan Seamans

Knowledge of roadway engineering Kamran Sadeghi

Civic assoc rep inside the Ag Reserve Robert Wilbur

Civic assoc rep outside the Ag Reserve Robert Tworkowski (chair)

Planning board appointee Leslie Saville (non-voting member)
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Big Woods Road, rustic

RRAC Awards
October 2018

Royce Hanson Award from 

Montgomery Countryside 

Alliance

April 2019

Montgomery Prize from 

Montgomery Preservation Inc
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Batchellors Forest Road, rustic
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Lockhouse 25, C&O Canal
Edwards Ferry Road, exceptional rustic

Rustic Roads are designated heritage area resources
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Discussion item - community outreach
• RRAC outreach

• Photo contest

• Public meetings (e.g., citizens advisory boards)

• Focus meetings (e.g., farmers, church groups, cyclists)

• Interactive maps

• Online resources

• Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
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Moxley Road, rustic

Staff recommendation:
• Provide input on the proposed outreach
• Approve the RRFMP Update Scope of Work
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