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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 6950 Carroll Ave., Takoma Park Meeting Date: 2/12/2020 

Resource: Outstanding Resource Report Date: 2/05/2020 

Takoma Park Historic District 

Public Notice: 1/29/2020 

Applicant: Bank of America 

(Monica Young, Agent) Tax Credit: No 

Review: HAWP Staff: Dan Bruechert 

Case Number: 37/03-19EEE 

PROPOSAL: Sign Replacement 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Outstanding Resource within the Takoma Park Historic District 

STYLE: Beaux Arts 

DATE: 1927 

Fig. 1: The subject property is at the edge of the historic district at the intersection of Carroll Ave. and Willow Ave. 
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PROPOSAL 

 

The applicant proposes to replace two signs. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

 

When reviewing alterations and additions for new construction to Contributing Resources within the 

Takoma Park Historic District, decisions are guided by the Takoma Park Historic District Design 

Guidelines (Guidelines) and Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of 

the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards).  As this project is also in one of the two 

commercial districts in Takoma Park review of the project shall be guided by the Design Guidelines for 

Commercial Buildings in the City of Takoma Park, Maryland. 

 

Takoma Park Historic District Design Guidelines  

There are two very general, broad planning and design concepts which apply to all categories. These are:  

 

The design review emphasis will be restricted to changes that are at all visible from the public 

right-of-way, irrespective of landscaping or vegetation (it is expected that the majority of new 

additions will be reviewed for their impact on the overall district), and,  

 

The importance of assuring that additions and other changes to existing structures act to reinforce 

and continue existing streetscape, landscape, and building patterns rather than to impair the 

character of the district.  

 

Outstanding Resources have the highest level of architectural and/or historical significance.  While they 

will receive the most detailed level of design review, it is permissible to make sympathetic alterations, 

changes, and additions.  The guiding principles to be utilized by the Historic Preservation Commission 

are the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

 

Specifically, some of the factors to be considered in reviewing HAWPs on Outstanding Resources: 

 

Plans for all alterations should be compatible with the resource’s original design; additions, 

specifically, should be sympathetic to existing architectural character, including massing, height, 

setback, and materials 

 

Emphasize placement of major additions to the rear of existing structures so that they are less 

visible from the public right-of-way 

 

While additions should be compatible, they are not required to be replicative of earlier 

architectural styles 

 

Preservation of original and distinctive architectural features, such as porches, dormers, 

decorative details, shutters, etc..is encouraged 

 

Preservation of original windows and doors, particularly those with specific architectural 

importance, and of original size and shape of openings is encouraged 

 

Preservation of original building materials and use of appropriate, compatible new materials is 

encouraged 
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All changes and additions should respect existing environmental settings, landscaping, and 

patterns of open space 

 

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation  

 (b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of this 

chapter, if it finds that:            
(1)     The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic 

resource within an historic district; or 

(2)     The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic 

resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of 

this chapter; or 

(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district, 

the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design 

significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the historic 

or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of the historic 

district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.) 

 

 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of distinctive 

materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that characterize a property will 

be avoided. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 

features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work shall be 

differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale 

and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, 

if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 

environment would be unimpaired. 

 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

 

The applicant proposes to replace the internally illuminated commercial signs on the east and west 

building elevations with new internally illuminated signs with rectangular ‘cabinet’ backgrounds. 

 

The existing signs are internally illuminated channel letter signs with the Bank of America logo and a 

white background panel.  The larger, east sign is 21’ 3 3/8” × 3’ 6 ¾” (twenty-one feet, three and three-

eighths inch wide by three feet, six and three-fourths inches tall); and the smaller west sign is 15’ 9 3/8”  

× 2’ 7 ½” (fifteen feet, nine and three-eighths inch wide by two feet, seven and one-half inches tall).  

Based on a review of permit applications for the subject property, these signs were installed in late 1999 

or early 2000. 

 

The proposed signs will have internally illuminated channel letters applied to a “garbo silver” i.e. light 

grey, rectangular ‘cabinet.’  The signs will project 6 1/16” (six and one-sixteenth inches) from the 

building wall.  Both the east and west signs will match the dimensions of the existing signs.     

 

The larger, east sign will be installed on top of the entablature which, based on the color of the stone, is 

not the original building fabric.  This location is, however, where signage for the bank building would 

have been historically located.  Staff finds the proposed location for the east sign is appropriate.  The 
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proposed sign, with its surrounding cabinet, will obscure no more of the building materials than the 

existing sign.  Staff finds the materials comply with the Design Guidelines for Commercial Buildings in 

the City of Takoma Park, Maryland (attached) which identifies both acrylic and aluminum as appropriate 

materials for signs in the commercial areas of the Takoma Park Historic District.  Additionally, while the 

commercial Design Guidelines state a preference for externally lit signs, they do permit the use of 

individually lit characters.  Staff finds that the proposed east sign is compatible with the surrounding 

commercial section of the historic district. 

 

The proposed sign on the western elevation will be installed in the same location as the existing sign, 

utilizing the same electrical conduit.  This sign is near the cornice adjacent to an alley access to the 

subject property’s parking area.  Like the proposed sign for the east side, this sign will utilize the existing 

electrical conduit and mounting points.  Staff finds the proposed placement for this sign is appropriate.  

As with the east sign, Staff finds that the proposed design and materials are compatible with guidance 

provided in the Design Guidelines for Commercial Buildings in the City of Takoma Park, Maryland.   

 

At the December 10, 2019, Façade Advisory Board (FAB), the FAB considered the application and voted 

to disapprove the application with the following comments (letter attached).  The applicant’s responses 

follow: 
 

1. The sign should be made of historically appropriate materials  

Bank of America signage is constructed from aluminum and acrylic.  The proposed signage 

complies with the list of materials allowed by the Commission and represents Bank of 

America’s brand.  Production drawings are included for more details.  We feel internally 

illuminated signage creates a cleaner look for the building while assisting customers in 

finding the branch.  External lighting, or gooseneck fixtures, require additional building 

penetrations and increase the busyness of the façade. 

 

2. The sign should be monochromatic  

Bank of America prefers to keep full-color signage as its federally trademarked brand colors 

are important in customer recognition.  

*Note: the HPC does not regulate color. 

 

3. Any lighting for the signage should be a warm light temperature.  

The specified LED temperature was consciously selected to represent the brand colors at 

night.  Photo examples of illuminated signage provided. 

 

4. Installation needs to reuse existing alterations to the stone.  

The installation will utilize existing penetrations for attachment and conduit.  Additional 

penetrations are necessary but will be kept to the minimum.  It does appear replacement 

material was used on the elevation facing Willow Ave. (the east elevation). 

 

5. The Board would like to see examples of Bank of America signs in other historic districts to see 

how the signage can be modified.  

Bank of America only recently rolled out the image in this submittal.  Unfortunately, we do 

not have examples of the new brand image in alternative formats. 

  

Staff finds that the proposed sign will replace one contemporary designed sign with another in matching 

dimensions.  The sign placement is historically appropriate and, while the materials are modern, they are 

determined to be appropriate by the Design Guidelines for Commercial Buildings.  As this the proposed 

signs are replacements, utilizing the existing conduit and wall penetrations will do little damage to the 

building and would be easily removed in the future.  Staff recommends approval of this HAWP. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP under the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 

24A-8(b)(2), (c), and (d), and having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior 

features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the district, the Takoma Park Historic 

District Guidelines, and Design Guidelines for Commercial Buildings in the City of Takoma Park, 

Maryland; and the purposes of Chapter 24A;  

 

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2, #9, and #10,  

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if 

applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 

submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;  

 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 

Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 

application at staff’s discretion; 

 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 

propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will 

contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or 

dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 
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Bank of AmericaTakoma Park Elevations
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1/2" = 1' - 0"

FRONT ELEVATION1
1

ILLUMINATED CHANNEL LETTER W/ 1/2"
WHITE PLASKOLITE 2406 LD W/ FIRST
SURFACE APPLIED 3M #3630-2413
TRANSLUCENT RED W/ 3M #3660M
OVERLAMINATE
- EXPOSED SHOULDER RETURNS TO BE
MILL FINISH

ILLUMINATED CHANNEL LETTER W/ 1/2"
WHITE PLASKOLITE 2406 LD W/ FIRST
SURFACE APPLIED 3M #3630-8530
TRANSLUCENT BLUE W/ 3M #3660M
OVERLAMINATE
- EXPOSED SHOULDER RETURNS TO BE
MILL FINISH

1/2" = 1' - 0"

PLAN VIEW2
1

CHANNEL LETTER RETURNS ARE
ALUM. COIL BRITE BRUSHED
CLEAR BY ALUMET SUPPLY

ALUM. CABINET IS PAINTED MATTHEWS PAINT
'RED' #MP49696 ON ALL VISIBLE SURFACES

1" = 1' - 0"

SIDE VIEW3
1

3 1/16"3"

REVEL IS PAINTED  MATTHEWS PAINT
'DARK GRAY' #MP58477 (PMS 425)

CABINET FACE IS PAINTED MATTHEWS PAINT
"GARBO SILVER' #MP02650R14405 LVG W/

GLOSS FINISH

RETURN IS PAINTED TO MATCH FACE

2'
-7

 1/
2"

15'-9 3/8"

15'-9 3/8"

1

LOW VOLTAGE DISCONNECT
SWITCH AND UL LABEL

1

LOW VOLTAGE DISCONNECT SWITCH
UL LABEL

1
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3" = 1' - 0"

SECTION1
2

1/2" WHITE PLASKOLITE 2406 LD LENS W/
3/16" THICK X 5/32" SHOULDER

-EXOPSED RETURNS TO HAVE MILL FINISH

#8 UNDERCUT FLAT HEAD SCREW

1/4"Ø S.S. RIVET NUT

1/4"Ø S.S. BOLT

1/4"Ø WEEP HOLE W/ LIGHT
SHIELD AS REQ'D

PLASTIC GROMMET FOR LED WIRE
PASS THRU

AGILIGHT 6500K LED MODULES
- REFER TO LAYOUT

1/8" ALUM. FACE VERSILOKED TO
TUBE FRAME

2" X 3/16" SPACER W/ 1/4"Ø
HARDWARE AS REQD.

3/8"Ø ANCHOR ROD
@ 36" O.C.

CARLING TYPE EXTERNAL
DISCONNECT SWITCH

1/2" X 6' LONG FLEXIBLE LIQUID TITE CONDUIT
WHIP TO OWNER PROVIDED POWER SUPPLY

TRANSFORMER BOX TO HOUSE
AGILIGHT POWER SUPPLY

2
2

1" X 1" X 1/8" ALUM. ANGLE VERSILOKED
TO BACK OF TUBE FRAME

-BOTTOM AND SIDES ONLY

6" = 1' - 0"

DETAIL2
2

1" X 1" X 1/8" ALUM. TUBE FRAME

1" X 1" X 1/8" ALUM. ANGLE FRAME
VERSILOKED TO TUBE FRAME

1  13/16" AGI CHANNEL FRAME
VERSILOKED TO ALUM. BACK

WELDED BRAKE FORMED
ALUM. CHANNEL FRAME

POP RIVETED ALUM. PIANO HINGE

BRAKE FORMED 1/8" ALUM. BACK
W/ 3/4" RETURNS

2 
1/

2"

15/16"

13/16"

6" = 1' - 0"

BRAKE FORMED CHANNEL DETAIL3
2

V-GROOVED AND FOLDED
1/8" ALUM. CHANNEL FRAME

2 7/8".040" ALUM. RETURNS STAPLED
TO ALUM. BACK

15/16"1"1"1/8"

#8 S.S.C.S. SHEET METAL
SCREW @ 18" O.C.

1/4"Ø WEEP HOLE W/ LIGHT
SHIELD AS REQ'D

WOOD BLOCKING
- BY GC

#8 S.S.C.S. SHEET METAL
SCREW @ 18" O.C.

.090" ALUM. BACK

PLUG WELD AND BODY
WORK SMOOTH

RUN A BEAD OF CLEAR SILICONE CAULK ACROSS THE
TOPS OF LETTERS AND FLAGSCAPE ELEMENTS @ THE

SIGN FACE TO PREVENT "STREAKING" OF THE FACE

NOTES:
1.) PAINT INTERIOR OF LETTERS W/ 'WHITE' LIGHT ENHANCEMENT PAINT
2.)  THE LETTER 'K' IS TO BE FABRICATED IN 2 SEPARATE PARTS &
ATTACHED AT THE POINT. CAULK THE SEAM AT JOINT AFTER
INSTALLATION.
3.)THE LETTER HEIGHT AND STOKE INDICATED ON THE DRAWING IS
THE OUTSIDE EDGE OF THE ROUTED ACRYLIC FACE.
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3/8" = 1' - 0"

FRONT ELEVATION2
1

ILLUMINATED CHANNEL LETTER W/ 1/2" CLEAR
ACRYLIC LENS W/ FIRST SURFACE APPLIED
TRANSLUCENT VINYL 3M #3630-8530 'BOA BLUE'
W/  3M #3660M OVERLAMINATE
-EXPOSED SHOULDER RETURNS TO BE MILL FINISH

3/8" = 1' - 0"

PLAN VIEW1
1

CHANNEL LETTER RETURNS ARE ALUM. COIL
'BRITE BRUSHED CLEAR'  BY ALUMET SUPPLY

ALUM. CABINET IS PAINTED MAP #MP49696
'RED' ON ALL VISIBLE SURFACES

3/4" = 1' - 0"

SIDE VIEW31

REVEAL IS PAINTED  MAP #MP58477
'DARK GRAY' (PMS 425)

CABINET FACE IS PAINTED MATTHEWS PAINT
"GARBO SILVER' #MP02650R14405 LVG W/
GLOSS FINISH

RETURN IS PAINTED TO MATCH FACE

21'-3 3/8"

21'-3 3/8"

2 1/2" 2 1/2"

3'
-6

 3
/4

"

1"

3 1/16"3"

NOTES:
1.) PAINT INTERIOR OF LETTERS W/ 'WHITE' LIGHT ENHANCEMENT PAINT
2.)  THE LETTER 'K' IS TO BE FABRICATED IN 2 SEPARATE PARTS &
ATTACHED AT THE POINT. CAULK THE SEAM AT JOINT AFTER
INSTALLATION.
3.) THE LETTER HEIGHT AND STROKE INDICATED ON THE DRAWING IS
THE OUTSIDE EDGE OF THE ROUTED ACRYLIC FACE.

LOW VOLTAGE DISCONNECT
SWITCH AND UL LABEL

1

LOW VOLTAGE DISCONNECT SWITCH
UL LABEL

1

ILLUMINATED CHANNEL LETTER W/ 1/2"
WHITE PLASKOLITE 2406 LD W/ FIRST
SURFACE APPLIED 3M #3630-2413
TRANSLUCENT RED W/ 3M #3660M
OVERLAMINATE
- EXPOSED SHOULDER RETURNS TO BE
MILL FINISH

1
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confidential relationship, for a special purpose, and the
recipient, by accepting this document assumes custody
and agrees that this document will not be copied or
reproduced in whole or in part, nor its contents
revealed in any manner or to any person except for the
purpose for which it was tendered, nor any special
features peculiar to this design be incorporated in
other projects.
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3" = 1' - 0"

SECTION1
2

1/2" THICK CLEAR ACRYLIC LENS
W/ 3/16" THICK X 5/32" SHOULDER

#8 UNDERCUT FLAT HEAD SCREW

1/4"Ø S.S. RIVET NUT

1/4"Ø S.S. BOLT

1/4"Ø WEEP HOLE W/ LIGHT
SHIELD AS REQ'D

PLASTIC GROMMET FOR LED WIRE
PASS THRU

1/8" ALUM. FACE VERSILOKED TO
TUBE FRAME

2" X 3/16" SPACER W/ 1/4"Ø
HARDWARE AS REQD.

3/8"Ø ANCHOR ROD

CARLING TYPE EXTERNAL
DISCONNECT SWITCH

1/2" X 6' LONG FLEXIBLE LIQUID TITE CONDUIT
WHIP TO OWNER PROVIDED POWER SUPPLY

TRANSFORMER BOX TO HOUSE
AGILIGHT POWER SUPPLY

2
2

1" X 1" X 1/8" ALUM. ANGLE VERSILOKED
TO BACK OF TUBE FRAME

-BOTTOM AND SIDES ONLY

6" = 1' - 0"

DETAIL2
2

1" X 1" X 1/8" ALUM. TUBE FRAME

1" X 1" X 1/8" ALUM. ANGLE FRAME
VERSILOKED TO TUBE FRAME

1  13/16" AGI CHANNEL FRAME
VERSILOKED TO ALUM. BACK

WELDED BRAKE FORMED
ALUM. CHANNEL FRAME

POP RIVETED ALUM. PIANO HINGE

BRAKE FORMED 1/8" ALUM. BACK
W/ 3/4" RETURNS

3 
1/

2"

15/16"

13/16"

6" = 1' - 0"

BRAKE FORMED CHANNEL DETAIL3
2

V-GROOVED AND FOLDED
1/8" ALUM. CHANNEL FRAME

2 7/8".040" ALUM. RETURNS STAPLED
TO ALUM. BACK

15/16"1"1"

1/8"

#8 S.S.C.S. SHEET METAL
SCREW @ 18" O.C.

1/4"Ø WEEP HOLE AS REQ'D

WOOD BLOCKING
- BY GC

#8 S.S.C.S. SHEET METAL
SCREW @ 18" O.C.

.090" ALUM. BACK

PLUG WELD AND BODY
WORK SMOOTH

1  1/2" X 1 1/2" X 1/8" ALUM. ANGLE WELDED
TO BACKER & CHANNEL @ ±3'-0" O.C.

-NOTCH TO FIT CHANNEL AS REQ'D

AGILIGHT 6500K L.E.D. MODULES
- REFER TO LAYOUT

AGILIGHT 6500K L.E.D. MODULES
- REFER TO LAYOUT
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December 11, 2019 
 
Chairman Sandra Heiler      
Historic Preservation Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910  
 
RE:    6950 Carroll Avenue, Takoma Park, Maryland – parking attendant booth 
   
Dear Ms. Heiler , 
    
The Takoma Park Façade Advisory Board met on December 10, 2019 to review the design proposal for 6950 
Carroll Avenue, Takoma Park, Maryland. The proposal is to be considered by the Historic Preservation 
Commission. 
 
Monica Young, of Kerley Signs, presented the proposal for a replacement signage for Bank of America. 
 
The Takoma Park Façade Advisory Board passed the following resolution: 
 
The Board voted to disapprove the application as submitted with the following comments: 

1. The sign should be made of historically appropriate materials. 
2. The sign should be monochromatic. 
3. Any lighting for the signage should be a warm lighting temperature. 
4. Installation needs to reuse existing alterations to the stone. 
5. The Board would like to see examples of Bank of America signs in other historic districts to see 

how the signage can be modified. 
 
Thank you for the efforts of the Commission to preserve the unique architectural character of our historic 
business district.  If you have questions regarding the Board’s action, please call me at 301-891-7205. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Community Development Manager  

Hous ing  & Com m unity 
Develop m en t  

 
Telephone: (301) 891-7119 

Fax: (301) 270-4568 
 

 
 
     

7500 Maple  Avenue  
Takom a Park, MD 20912 
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