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Preliminary Consultation 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Address: 10 Laurel Parkway, Chevy Chase  Meeting Date: 1/8/2020 

 

Resource: Non-Contributing Resource Report Date: 12/31/2019 

 Chevy Chase Village Historic District 

  Public Notice: 12/24/2019 

Applicant:  Allison Marvis  

 (V.W. Fowles, Architect) Tax Credit: N/A 

     

Review: Preliminary Consultation Staff: Michael Kyne 

   

Case Number: N/A  

 

PROPOSAL: Building addition and other alterations 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Staff recommends that the applicants make any revisions based upon the HPC’s comments and return 

with a HAWP application. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: Non-Contributing Resource within the Chevy Chase Village Historic District 

STYLE: Modern Split-Level   

DATE: 1957 

 

  
Fig. 1: Subject property, as marked by yellow star. 



II.A 

2 

PROPOSAL: 

 

The applicant proposes the following work items at the subject property: 

 

• Replace the existing double-hung windows with aluminum-clad casement windows. 

• Install shutters on the front (east) elevation. 

• Remove an existing chimney at the rear (west) elevation. 

• Construct a new two-story addition in the rear/left (southwest) corner of the house. 

• Construct a colonnade at the rear (west) elevation. 

• Reconstruct an existing octagonal bay on the rear (west) elevation. 

• Construct new retaining walls and steps at the rear (west) side of the house. 

• Construct a new patio at the rear (west) side of the house. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: 

 

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Chevy Chase Village Historic District 

several documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. 

These documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved and adopted 

amendment for the Chevy Chase Village Historic District (Guidelines), Montgomery County Code 

Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). 

The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below. 

 

Chevy Chase Village Historic District 

 

The Guidelines state the following regarding Non-Contributing Resources: 

 

Non-contributing/out-of-period resources are either buildings that are of little or no architectural 

and historical significance to the historic district or newer buildings constructed outside of the 

district’s primary period of historical importance. HAWP application for exterior alterations, 

changes, and/or additions to these type of resources should receive the most lenient level of 

design review. 

 

Most alteration and additions to non-contributing/out-of-period resources should be approved as a 

matter of course. The only exceptions would be major additions and alterations to the scale and 

massing of the structure which affect the surrounding streetscape and/or landscape and could 

impair the character of the historic district as a whole. 

 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

 

(a) The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and 

information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the permit is 

sought would be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement 

or ultimate protection of the historic site or historic resource within an historic district, and to the 

purposes of this chapter. 

 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements 

of this chapter, if it finds that: 

 

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic 

resource within an historic district; or 
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(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,           

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic 

resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the 

purposes of this chapter; or 

 

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private 

utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a 

manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the 

historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or 

 

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or 

 

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of   

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or 

 

             (6)     In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource 

located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit 

of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the 

permit. 

 

(c) It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or 

architectural style. 

 

(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district, 

the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design 

significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the 

historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of 

the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.) 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

#2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive 

materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be 

avoided. 

#9:  New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 

features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work shall be differentiated 

from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and 

massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 

#10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if 

removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would 

be unimpaired. 

STAFF DISCUSSION: 

The subject property is a c. 1957 modern split-level Non-Contributing Resource within the Chevy Chase 

Village Historic District. The property is at the edge of the historic district, with one adjacent 

Contributing Resource (9 West Lenox Street to the south), one adjacent Outstanding Resource (11 West 

Lenox Street to the west), and two confronting Contributing Resources (8 West Melrose Street to the east 

and 11 West Melrose Street to the northeast). 
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The applicant proposes the following work items at the subject property: 

 

• Replace the existing double-hung windows with aluminum-clad casement windows. 

• Install shutters on the front (east) elevation. 

• Remove an existing chimney at the rear (west) elevation. 

• Construct a new two-story addition in the rear/left (southwest) corner of the house. 

• Construct a colonnade at the rear (west) elevation. 

• Reconstruct an existing octagonal bay on the rear (west) elevation. 

• Construct new retaining walls and steps at the rear (west) side of the house. 

• Construct a new patio at the rear (west) side of the house. 

 

In accordance with the Guidelines, proposals for additions and alterations to Non-Contributing Resources 

should receive the most lenient level of design review. As stated, “[t]he only exceptions would be major 

additions and alterations to the scale and massing of the structure which affect the surrounding streetscape 

and/or landscape and could impair the character of the historic district as a whole.” 

 

Staff is generally supportive of the applicant’s proposal, finding that most of the proposed work items will 

not affect the streetscape, landscape, or the character of the historic district as a whole; however, staff 

does ask for the Commission’s guidance regarding the proposed two-story addition in the rear/left 

(southwest) corner of the house. 

 

The proposed addition will consist of a first-floor screened porch (replacing the existing screened porch in 

the same approximate location) and an enclosed second-floor clad with clapboard. The addition will have 

a flat roof with wood parapet and EPDM roofing. The second floor will have one small window on the 

south elevation and one large window on the north elevation. The east and west elevations will have no 

windows. Whereas the existing screened porch in the rear/left (southwest) corner of the house is coplanar 

with the south elevation of the house, the proposed addition will project 3’-10 ¾” beyond the south 

elevation. 

 

The Commission typically requires additions to be entirely inset behind the house, minimizing their 

visibility, and, in the case of Outstanding and Contributing Resources, allowing the historic houses to 

retain their prominence. Accordingly, staff seeks guidance regarding the following: 

 

• Does the proposed addition with side projection have the potential to detract from the streetscape 

and/or district as whole? 

 

• Although the subject property is a Non-Contributing Resource, should the proposed addition be 

entirely inset behind the house, ensuring compatibility with the surrounding streetscape and with 

the massing of the Outstanding and Contributing Resources in the district? 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Staff recommends that the applicants make any revisions based upon the HPC’s comments and return 

with a HAWP application. 
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1711 CONNECTICUT AVE. NW, 204 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009 
 

 
 
   ​PROJECT NARRATIVE​: 12/10/19 

 
10 Laurel Parkway, Chevy Chase, MD 

 
Project consists of a two-story addition, exterior hardscape / landscaping,  colonnade 
along rear of house, reconstructed bay window in Dining Room, a comprehensive 
renovation of the Second floor and various items in the Basement, First and Third 
floors noted below and on drawings. 
 
Project to include: 

 
● Replace existing windows throughout entire house with aluminum clad product 
● Replace interior doors, hardware and trim throughout entire house 
● Possible steel doors / glazing between Kitchen and new Screened Porch - ALT to 

be aluminum clad 
● New flooring throughout 2nd floor 
● New Stair railing throughout 

 
 
Please note: 
 

● Existing chimney to be removed currently contains venting for utilities 
 

 
 

 
 

 

202 758 5518 ​·​ vw@fowlkesstudio.com 
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· ALL EXISTING WINDOWS AND FRAMES TO BE REPLACED, UNLESS OTHERWISE
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· ALL INTERIOR DOORS AND FRAMES TO BE REPLACED ON FLOORS 1-3, UNLESS
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