EXPEDITED
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT
Address: 44 Grafton Street, Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 12/18/2019
Resource: Contributing Resource Report Date: 12/11/2019

(Chevy Chase Village Historic District)
Public Notice: 12/4/2019

Applicant: Robert Axelrod and Doris Kafka
(Liz Lavette Shorb, Agent)
Tax Credit: N/A
Review: HAWP
Staff: Michael Kyne

Case Number: 35/13-19YY

PROPOSAL: Driveway and walkway replacement

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Approve
] Approve with conditions

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource within the Chevy Chase Village Historic District
STYLE: Colonial Revival
DATE: c. 1927-41

Grafton St Grafton St Grafton St Grafton|St Grafton St

}
44 Grafton Street
[ N

Fig. 1: Subject property.



PROPOSAL.:

The applicants propose to replace the existing asphalt driveway with a pea gravel driveway with brick
border. The proposed new driveway will be within the same approximate footprint as the existing
driveway. The applicants also propose to replace the existing concrete front walkway with a flagstone
walkway within the same approximate footprint.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES:

IV. The Expedited Staff Report format may be used on the following type of cases:
2. Modifications to a property, which do not significantly alter its visual character.

13. Construction or replacement of walkways, parking areas, patios, driveways or other paved areas
that are not readily visible from a public right-of-way and/or are compatible in material, location,
and design with the visual character of the historic site or district.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements
of this chapter, if it finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of
the purposes of this chapter; or

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a
manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the
historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

(6) Inbalancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource
located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit
of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the
permit.

(c) Itis not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or
architectural style.

(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district,
the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the
historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of
the historic district. (Ord.No.94,81; Ord. No. 11-59)
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Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features,
which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The Standards are as follows:

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials
that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity
of the property and its environment.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in
Chapter 24A-8(b), (1), (2) & (d) having found that the proposal is consistent with the Chevy Chase
Village Historic District Guidelines, and therefore will not substantially alter the exterior features of the
historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A,;

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2 and #9;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if
applicable to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.

Once the work is completed the applicant will contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-
563-3400 or michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.
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E FOLLOWING ITEMS MPL THE
REQUIRED A CATION.

1. WRITTEN DESCRIFTION OF PROJECT
a Description of sxisting structure(s) snd snvironmental setting, including their historicel features snd siimificance:

S€& Ottached " Descaphon

b. General description of project and its effectan tha historic rescurce|s), the envirormental satting, and, whers sppiicable, the historie district:

2. SITEPLAN
Site and environmente! setting, drawn to scale. You may use your phet. Your site plan must include;
. the scale, north amew, and date;
b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and

¢ site features such as walkways, drivewnys, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanicst equipment, and landscaping.

2. Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general typs of walis, window and door openings, and other
fixed fantures of both the existing resourcels) and the orooosed work.

b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensiors, claarly indicating proposed wark in relation to existing construction snd, when appropriate, context.
LU ials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must be nated on the elevations drawings. As existing and a proposad elevation drawing of each
facade affected by the propesed work is required.

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

Generai dascription of matariais and manufacturad items proposed for incomaration in the wark of the project. This infarmation may be includad o your
design drawings,

5. PHQTOGRAPHS

8. Clearly abeled phatagraphic prints of each facade of existing rasource, including details of the affected portions. AH labels should be placed on the
fronit of photagraphs.

b. Clearty label photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the adjoining properties. Al labels should be pleced o
the front of photographs.

6. TREE SURVEY

H you are proposing construction adjacent to or within the dripline of any tree 6 or larger in diametar (at approximately 4 feet abova the ground), you
must file an sccurats tres survey identifying the siza, ‘ocation, and species of each tree of &t laast that dimension.

7. ADDA Al P
For ALL projects, provide an accurets list of adjacent and confronting property ownars {not tenants), including names, sddresses, and 5ip codes, This list

should include the owners of all lots or parcels which adjain the parce! in question, ss well as the owneris} of lotis} or parcel{s) which lis dirsctly scross
the strest/highway from the parcel in question.

PLEASE PRINT (IN BLUE OR BLACK INK} OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING FAGE.
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE YEMPLATE, AS THIS WILL BE PHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY ONTO MAILING LABELS.
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner’s mailing address

Owner’s Agent’s mailing address
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Driveway Descrip

Project is to refurbish section of shared driveway from garage in rear of 44 Grafton
St. to the abutting portion of driveway in the rear of 46 Grafton St. Together the 2
sections provide access to Cedar Pkwy in lieu of a driveways to Grafton St.

The driveway runs east to west from the garage at the rear of 44 Grafton St.and past
46 Grafton St. to Cedar Pkwy serving 44 and 46 Grafton St. It abuts the backyards of
44 and 46 Grafton St. and the backyards of 3933 and 3831 Oliver St.. There is one
house fronting Cedar Pkwy in the block where the driveway exits. That house is on
the corner Cedar Pkwy and Oliver St. south of the driveway egress.

Other than 44 and 46 Grafton St and their garages, which will not be included in this
project, there are no historical features affected even indirectly. There will be no
effect on the environmental setting.

Currently the driveway section the in rear of 44 Grafton St. has cracked asphalt with
plants growing through some of the cracks. The asphalt would be removed and
small gravel substituted with the edges of the section lined with brick. There would
be no change in the footprint of the section.

The backyard has bare patches if cracked earth, parts covered by grass and weeds,
small patches of bricks and some small wild shrubs/bushes.

The backyard PORTION OF THE project consists of general removal of the existing
items covering the ground, removing any debris, preparing the yard to fresh cover
and sodding the yard with regular grass. Additionally, small plants would be planted
along the perimeter defining the yard, separating it from the adjacent driveway.
This would improve the yard so that it has a regular, attractive appearance and
becomes usable for outdoor activities,
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CONSUMER INFORMATION NOTES:

1. This plan is a benefit to a consumer insofar ag it is required by
financing or re—financing.

upon for the esteblishment or location of fences, garages, buildings, or other existing or future

connection with contemplated transfer,

This plan is not to be relied
improvements.

Thig plen doee not

provide for the accurate identification of property boundery lines,

a lender or a title insurance company or its agent in

buit such identification mey not be

required for the {ransfer of title or securing finencing or re—financing,

No Title Report furnished,

Building line and/or Flood Zone information is taken from available sources end is subject to interpretation of originator.

Notes:

1. Setback distances as shown to the
principal structure from property
lines are approximate. the level! of
accuracy for ihis drawing should
be taken to be no greater than
plus or minus & feet.

No property corners found.
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12944-C Travilah Road, Suite 200 Potomac, MD 20854
Phone: 301-590-2870 Fax: 301-590-2872
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