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EXPEDITED 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 6 Hesketh Street, Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 12/4/2019 

Resource: Outstanding Resource Report Date: 11/27/2019 

(Chevy Chase Village Historic District) 

Public Notice: 11/20/2019 

Applicant: John and Viki Duff 

Tax Credit: N/A 

Review: HAWP 

Staff: Michael Kyne 

Case Number: 35/13-19SS 

PROPOSAL: Hardscape alterations 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve  

Approve with conditions 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Outstanding Resource within the Chevy Chase Village Historic District 

STYLE: Dutch Colonial 

DATE: c. 1892-1916

Fig. 1: Subject property. 
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PROPOSAL: 

The applicants propose the following work items at the subject property: 

• Remove the existing tiered patio at the east side of the house.

• Construct a new flagstone patio at the east side of the house, with new steps from the house to the

patio and from the patio to grade. The patio will have a 12” high stone border wall, which will be

constructed to match the existing tiered border walls and reuse the existing stones.

• Construct a new landing at the base of the proposed patio.

• Continue an existing flagstone walkway at the east side of the house to meet the proposed new

landing.

• Install flagstone pavers from the existing east side basement door to the proposed new landing.

• Install a new metal handrail at the proposed new steps, continuing from the house to grade.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: 

IV. The Expedited Staff Report format may be used on the following type of cases:

10. Construction or replacement of walkways, parking areas, patios, driveways or other paved areas

that are not readily visible from a public right-of-way and/or are compatible in material, location,

and design with the visual character of the historic site or district.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such

conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements

of this chapter, if it finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic

resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an

historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of

the purposes of this chapter; or

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private

utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a

manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the

historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource

located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit

of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the

permit.

(c) It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or

architectural style.

(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district,

the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design

significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the

historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of
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the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.) 

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible 

use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, 

which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The Standards are as follows: 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in 

Chapter 24A-8(b), (1), (2) & (d) having found that the proposal is consistent with the Chevy Chase 

Village Historic District Guidelines, and therefore will not substantially alter the exterior features of the 

historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A;  

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2; 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if 

applicable to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 

submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 

Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 

application at staff’s discretion; 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 

propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.   

Once the work is completed the applicant will contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-

563-3400 or michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.
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12.1
DUFF RESIDENCE: EAST & SOUTH ELEVATION OF WALL & TERRACE MENASSA ARCHITECTURE LLC3/32" =    1'-0"SCALE: 1/17/18

1'-
7"

ALIGN

ALIGN

NEW LOWER TERRACE WALL TO ALIGN WITH
EXISTING GARDEN WALL AT HOUSE.  EXISTING
STONE TO BE REUSED AT NEW TERRACE.

EXISTING ELEVATIONS TAKEN FROM 1986
PERMIT SET BY MUSE ARCHITECTS

EXISTING LOW
WALL

RE-BUILT TERRACE &
LOW WALL

RE-BUILT TERRACE & LOW WALL
W/ NEW STAIRS
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12.3
DUFF RESIDENCE: PROPOSED PLAN & PHOTOGRAPHS MENASSA ARCHITECTURE LLC1:7.10, 1:19.20, 1'  =    1'-0"SCALE: 1/17/18

SKETCH:  N.T.S.

SKETCH ILLUSTRATES EXISTING WALL AND THE
ALIGNMENT (& HEIGHT) OF THE NEW FIELD

STONE WALL

EXISTING WALL (LEFT); NEW WALL (RIGHT)

EXISTING WALL (BEYOND); NEW WALL (IN FOREGROUND)
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12.2
DUFF RESIDENCE: PROPOSED RAIL MENASSA ARCHITECTURE LLC1:1.46SCALE: 1/17/18

NEW RAIL TO MATCH EXISTING METAL RAIL
@ FRONT STEPS TO HOUSE (SHOWN ABOVE)
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