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EXPEDITED
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT
Address:

7400 Baltimore Ave., Takoma Park

Meeting Date:

9/11/2019

Resource:

Contributing Resource
Takoma Park Historic District

Report Date:

9/4/2019

Review:

HAWP

Public Notice:

8/28/2019

Case Number:

37/03-19LL

Tax Credit:

n/a

Applicant:

Alison Shelton

Staff:

Dan Bruechert

Proposal:

Tree Removal

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approve
Approve with conditions

x
x
PROJECT
DESCRIPTION
s
x

SIGNIFICANCE:
STYLE:
DATE:

Contributing Resource to the Takoma Park Historic District
Craftsman
c.1913

Figure 1: 7400 Baltimore is a wedge-shaped lot at the intersection of Baltimore and Albany Aves.
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PROPOSAL
The applicant proposes removing a 15” (fifteen inch) d.b.h. black cherry tree from the rear of the lot, near
the northeastern corner. The tree is adjacent to a concrete patio in the rear yard and is leaning over the
neighbors’ property. The applicant indicates tree roots are causing some damage to the existing patio and
adjacent fence. Staff finds that the tree canopy on this lot is well established and the loss of this tree will
not adversely impact the character of the property or surrounding district. Additionally, the applicant is
required by the City of Takoma Park Arborist to either plant an additional tree or pay a fee in lieu of
planting to the city’s tree planting fund. The applicant has indicated her desire to plant a tree elsewhere
on the property.
Staff recommends approval of this HAWP.
APPLICABLE GUIDELINES
The use of the expedited review form is supported by the two items on the Policy on Use of Expedited
Staff Reports for Simple HAWP Cases:
2.
Modifications to a property, which do not significantly alter its visual character
5.
Landscaping, or the removal or modification of existing planting, that is compatible with
the visual character of the historic site or district.
Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements
of this chapter, if it finds that:
(1)
The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or
(2)

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of
the purposes of this chapter;

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that characterize a property will
be avoided.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in
Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2) having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior
features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the district, the Takoma Park Historic
District Design Guidelines, and the purposes of Chapter 24A;
and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2,
and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if
applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;
and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;
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and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or
dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

