MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

Address: 14820 Kelley Dr., Germantown Meeting Date: 8/14/2019

Resource: Master Plan Site #24/21 Report Date: 8/7/2019
Pleasant Hills

Applicant: Kurtenbach Properties Public Notice: 7/31/2019
Amy Kurtenbach, Agent

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a

Case No.: 24/21-19A Staff: Dan Bruechert

Proposal: Fence and hardscape installation

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Individially Listed Master Plan Site #24/21 (Pleasant Hills)
STYLE: Georgian
DATE: €.1760 w/ ¢.1870 and ¢.1918 alterations

From Places from the Past:

“Pleasant Hills, probably built between 1760 and 1765, is one of the earliest brick houses built in
Montgomery County. An outstanding example of a Georgian house, Pleasant Hills is representative of
late 18th century manor houses built by prosperous families in Maryland and Virginia. Typical of houses
of this period, the residence was built with two front facades of equal importance, one facing the
driveway and the other facing the garden. Side gables are embellished with glazed black headers. The
house was once accessed from Darnestown Road by a long tree-lined drive.

Charles Gassaway built the main block of the house. According to tradition, Gassaway’s slaves
made the bricks on site in 1763. In 1799, Gassaway requested a new land patent for 1700 acres, which he
called Pleasant Hills. Elizabeth Gassaway, daughter of Charles, married William Darne, who established
nearby Darnestown in 1798. Her brothers, Thomas and Charles, managed the Pleasant Hills estate after
their father’s death in 1810. The Gassaway family sold the property in 1829.

During the Civil War, the substantial residence attracted Union troops from Massachusetts who
established quarters in the house and camped on the grounds. John T. Kelley and his descendants owned
and farmed the estate from 1868 throughout most of the 1900s. J. Thomas Kelley was a noted
Washington surgeon in the early 1900s. His son, Thomas C. Kelley, was a Washington lawyer, member
of the first County Council (1948), and served as chairman of the Upper Montgomery County Planning
Commission. The property included 540 acres under the Kelley ownership.

The three-story center section is built of red Flemish bond brick and set on a fieldstone
foundation. Notable details include the belt course visually separating the first and second floor, and
substantial chimneys that punctuate both gable ends. The first story of the east wing was built c1870 on
the site of the original detached kitchen building. The west wing and matching second story of east wing,
designed by Washington architect Clarke Waggaman, were constructed c1918. At least one of the wings



is said to have been constructed with bricks from a slave quarter.”*
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FigreA 1: Pleasant Hills is an odc'iiy_shaped parcel surround by large-lot suburban development.

PROPOSAL

The applicant proposes to remove and replace a picket fence and to install a new patio around an existing
swimming pool.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

Proposed alterations to individual Master Plan Sites are reviewed under Montgomery County Code
Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.
Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property through
repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, which convey its historical,
cultural, or architectural values.

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation
(b)  The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of this
chapter, if it finds that:
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of

1 Only the Georgian house and its wings were identified as significant in the Master Plan amendment. All other
buildings on the 10.5-acre property do not contribute to the historic character of the listed site.



this chapter;
(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that characterize a property will
be avoided.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that,
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

STAFE DISCUSSION

The work proposed for this HAWP fall into two categories, the removal and replacement of existing fencing
and the replacement of the patio surrounding the pool. Staff finds these alterations will not have a
significant impact on the historic character of the house and recommends approval of the HAWP.

Fencing

Currently, there is a 4’ (four-foot) tall wood picket fence surrounding the existing swimming pool, with a 3’
(three foot) tall section that was recently demolished by a fallen tree. The applicant estimates that the fence
was installed with the pool, ¢.1960. This fence does not meet the current code requirement of 5° (five feet)
surrounding a swimming pool. The applicant proposes removing all of the existing picket fencing and
replacing it with a new wood fence that meets current code. On the north and south sides of the pool, the
applicant proposes constructing a 5’ (five foot) alternating board fence with a wood lattice topper. On the
north side, the applicant proposes to construct a cedar arbor at the center of the fence to provide access to
the pool. On the east elevation, the applicant proposes constructing a 5 tall lattice fence installed on top of
a2’ (two foot) tall stone base (photographic examples of the proposed designs are included in the
application materials).
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Figure 2: Existing fence with pool house, left, with the historic house to the rear.

Staff recognizes the need to replace the existing, non-code compliant fence with a taller and code-compliant
fence, and therefore supports the removal of this non-historic fencing under 24A-8(b)(4).

Staff finds that the proposed materials, height, and design are all appropriate for a pool in this location.
Staff finds that wood is the appropriate material for any fence in this largely agricultural setting. The height
of the fence is the lowest that satisfies the code requirement to surround a swimming pool; as the swimming
pool is already on the site, Staff finds that the applicants should not be deprived use of this existing amenity.
Staff additionally finds that this proposal will not negatively impact the historoic character of the site and is
a compatabile alteration that may be removed, without damage to the histoirc resources, in the future (per
Standards 2, 9, and 10). Finally, Staff finds that the fence design will not detract from the historic character
of the house, located nearly 80’ (eighty feet) from the north edge of the fence. Staff supports approval of
the new fence under 24A-8(b)(1) and 24A-8(b)(4).
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Figure 3: Detail of the pool, pool house, and historic house.

Hardscape Alteration

The applicant further proposes to replace the existing patio surrounding the pool and install a new flagstone
patio. The patio was constructed using concrete, however, that surface was recently removed to undertake
repairs to the swimming pool. Photographs submitted with the application show the condition of the patio
before this repair work was done.
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Figure 4: Existing condition of the patio surrouning the pool (recently demolished to undertake pool repairs).




Staff finds that the concrete patio was not significant to the character of the site and its removal would not
be detrimental to the historic features to the house (per Standard 2). Staff also finds that the proposed
flagstone patio is a compatible feature surrounding a non-historic swimming pool, adjacent to a non-historic
pool house and this change may be removed in the future without damage to the historic resources (per
Standard 10). Staff supports approval of the new patio under 24A-8(b)(2).

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in
Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2), having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features
of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the purposes of Chapter 24A;

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2, #9, and #10,

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if
applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or
dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301/563-3400

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

ContactPxorr  Amy Hurlenbach

Coutact Email: amvhugofpe.dom

Daycine Phane fo: __240.281.2110

Tax Account No..

Nea of Froperty Qwnar:  Kurtenhach Properties (Steve Kurtenbach) Daytime Phone Mo, D00310.4485

addwss: 14820 Kelley Fanm Drive Germantown MD 20874
Sows Mnber ity Somt T Coe

Contracrar: __Capital Fence Phone Ne.; __301.972.8400

Corsractor Registration No.: MHIC # 50603

Agent lor Qwnas: Amy Kurtenbach Daytima Phons Ne.: 240.284.2110

House Number 14820 sowwe __Kelloy Farm Drive

TownCity: Germantown NoarsstCross Sewet _ Poplar Hill Road
Lot: 56 Block: 6 Subdivision: 016
Liber: Folia: Parcat:

‘A CHECK ALL APPLICABLE: CHECICALL APPLICARLE:
1) Consnat O Extend [ Altwr/Rarovate Oac 0O se [J Roam Additien (2 Porch [0 Qeck (J Shed
0 Mow 5 st 1 WisckRam ] Soiar [ Freplace O Waxtzsming Stove T Single Famiy
] Favision (] Repr [ Awvecabis 1 Fonca/\Wal {compiem Section 4} ) owerflagstone patio, replacing

1D. Constation cortestivete $ _22 000 fence and $100k flagstone / stone work. existing concrete patio.

1C. 1 thes 1% 8 reviion oF o previously epproved Sttve parm, ses Permet #

O T PO Y LR TR YO AN EX TR ADIHTIO
A, Type of sewege disposal; o1 O wsse 02 (X Sepne 03 2 Othe:
18. Type of watw supply: 01 I wsse 02 I vl 03 ] Other:

PANY THREE: (OMPLETE CORY FON FERCEMETAMING VAL

A Height 5 jent 0 vches

38, Indicate whether the fence or retsnng wall is 19 be consthurted on ona of the folowwng locatens:
i X On party lina/proparty line 1] Entwsely on lend of cwner ) On public igv of way/ssnermarg

1 harody cartrly ihal | have ths authority (0 make the faragoi) spphcation, Shat the SopLcaion s cOmact and that the construction wall Covnply with piaes
approved by all agencies isted and | hersby acinawfedge snd sccept this (o be & eondBaon for the issuance of this pami.

WMJP n_,’\,l?ﬂ‘\ﬂ‘[b July 15, 2018
U Signane of Gwner or suthanzed sgent Tote

Appawed. For Champerson, Kistwric Presanvation Cormvaixsion
Diseporoved: Signatwe: Oatn:
Apphe ehon/Permt No.: Datn Filak: Date lxsued:

Edt 621799 SEE REVERSE SIOE FOR INSTRUCTIONS
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8. Descrintion of existing structurs{s} and snvironmental setting, incuding their historical features and significance:
B indi - ; e is hehi primary historical house, The guest

ee attached de RUGO QT propey, A smail d 10 USLENG NS

house is 1 story with a concrete pool in the back, The pool and surrounding concrete patio are estimated to
have been added to the property in the 1960s. The pool and patio are in dire shape due to cracks in the
concrete and inadequate drainage around the pool.” A3 While pICKel 1ence SUrTounas he pool7 panio aras And

TS adjacent 15 the guest ToUSE oI etieT Site The force extents 88 fron the-back of-theguest-homse-to-the—

line on the east side of the property. The total fence diameter is 162'. The backside of the fence (the
only portion visible to the public can be seen from Poplar Hill Road. That side is 3’ old picket fence with chicken

wire and is partially collapsed from storm damage. The Tence is not Compant with current poor sarsty ™
TEUUTENTEME.

b. Ganeral description of project and its effect on the historic resowrcels}, tie svirenmenta! setting, and, whiers sppicably, the historic distiict:
Remove existing fence and replace with 5' high Western Red Cedar Fencing with lattice topper (see attached
picture) on North and South sides and 5' high Western Cedar custom lattice fencing with decorafive stone base

on East side. New fence wil go in same place as exisfing Tence, Concrete araund pool wi
Tlagstone.

SHEPLAN

smmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

o the scale, north Mrow, and date;

b. dimensions of af existing and proposed structures: and

c WMMumm,mmmmmmmmmmmm

v Schemstic construction piass, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of window and opanings,
fxed featuras of both the existing resourcels) and the proposed work. Wpactusk, o sod athr

b, mmtmmmwmmmgmwmmmummmmmm
ANl materisls and fxtures proposed for the exterior must be hoted on the slevations drawings. An existing and :
o i on drawings. An existing a proposad alevation drawing of sach

mmummmmwnmhumammmmmhmmm

a. Ciarly labaled photographic prints of sach faceds of exist inchudi i
el mmmmmnmmummnmmn

b. Clearly lebel ks of the i it
Foriebpr phatographic prints mummummmmuhmmunmumm

IBEE SUBVEY

#muemhmmmmuminﬂudriﬂhﬂmymi'whw«nﬁuw(nwinﬂylhmmm
munﬁmmmmwmmmmbcmwmdmmunmmm. S

Fummwuﬁhmmhdmuﬂmmmwmmm including names, addresses, and zip codes, This list
should include tha owners of sif lots or parcals which adioin the in question, 43 well owner parcelis directly across
the strasthighway from the paccel in question. o hepurel b o the ottt or hosh

PLEASE PRINT (IN BLUE OR BLACK INI} OR TYPE THES INFORMATION OM THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
mmvmmmwmmnmmummummmm
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners] .

Owner’s mailing address Owner’s Agent’s mailing address

Steve and Amy Kurtenbach
14820 Kelley Farm Drive
Germantown, MD 20874

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses

Rengin and Arugun Gorener
Bryan and Alexa Renehan

15000 Poplar Hill Road ”
Germantown, MD 20874 14814 Kelley Farm Drive
Germantown, MD 20874
Ahmad Kilani )
14900 Poplar Hill Road William Roberts
15010 Poplar Hili Road

Germantown, MD 20874
Germantown, MD 20874

John and Sandra Lillywhite
14824 Kelley Farm Drive
Germantown, MD 20874




Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

Detail: _ Front of primary residence on property. North fence line can be seen to the left of the house
in this picture but is not visible from the street.

Detail:_gygsi_n_ous_e  and fence - showing proximity to primary house.

Applicant:  Kurtenbach Page:_4
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Contact Emall: amybugoBme.gom

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301/563-3400

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

ContactPerorr _ Amy Kurtenbach

Daytimg Phone My _ 240.281.2110
Tax Account Na.:
Nore of Propecty Ownar:  Kiirtenbach Properties (Steve Kurtenbach) Daytims Phona Mo, 0053104485
Asheas; 14820 Kelley Farm Drive Germantown MD 20874
Sreor Numder ity Siset T Coce
Contacrorr. __Capital Fence Phoow te.: __301.972.8400
Contractor Registration No.: MHIC # 5060%
Agent for Qwner: Amy Kurtenbach Qaytime: Phone Ne.: 240.281.2110
LOCATION Of BALDINGTRE S
Houss Number: 14820 Sew _ Helley Earm Drive
Town/City: Germantown NewwiCross Stwet  Poplar Hill Road
Lov 56 Block: ¢ Subdivision; o1
Liber: Folio: Parcat:
[YPE OF FERNET AL (0N ANS US
1A CHECK ALL APPLICABLE: CHECK ALL APPLICABLE
T3 Consonxt (O Extend (] Atw/Ranovits OAM L[5 O Aoam Addtion () Porch [ Oeck () Shed
3 Mave Otod  [J Wreeckflam ] Sowr {1 Fropiace () Wandtweming Stove [ Singhe Family
£ Revison () Regir (3 Revocanls 1 fmce/Walicompm Sociond) ) O Fl2gslone patio, replacing
existing concrete patio.

18, Conrthavion coftagtimaly: §

22 000 fence and $100k flagstone / stone work.

1C. I tus & » rewision of & previously approvied SCtive pETTIR, see Pernit #

ORIPLEYE PO Y SR TR TYON AR EXTE R TR

07 (X Septe
0z KWl

0 0 wsse
0 [J wsse

ZA.  Type of sswege duposel:
8. Type of water supply:

jii

03 [ Other:

03 OJ Other:

WWIPLEIE UMEY FOR FENCERETAINING WA

A Heght__ _ 5§ fest 0 wches

38. Indicate whather the fanca of retasung well is to be corstructed on one of the fofowwyg iocabons:

i X 0n party lina/propanty line (3 Entisly on tand of ovner

] On public ngin of wiry/saasmerd

$ harsby carcly that | have te authorty (o make the foregoing sppiication, that the applcation it corrsct and that tve construction will comply with plans
spproved by skl agencses irstud and | hareby acimowliedge ang sccept thix i be @ coadition for the issuance of (his perma.

July 15, 2019
Signature of owner or suthanzed spent Dats
Appioved: For Chartperson, Mistoic Pressrvation Commiscian
Disapproved: Signature: Don:
Applicabon/Pavrmit No.: Doty Filed: Datm lxsunsg:
Edit /21799 EVERSE R IN TION
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8. Description of existing structure(s} mnd sevirenmental satting, inchuding their historical festurey and significante;

attached d ption of propedy.. A.smalt g ho behind the prima guest
house is 1 story with a concrete pool in the back. The pool and surrounding concrete patio are estimated to
have been added to the property in the 1960s. The pool and patio are in dire shape due fo cracks in the

concrete and inadequate drainage around the pool. A3 white PICKEL TEnce SUMoUnds the pooT T pang area ard
S adjacent 10 e guest Noust o ather siteThe fence extends 88 fronr the tack oftheguest-hotse-to-the—

property line on the east side of the property, The tofal fence diameter is 162", The backside of the fence (the
only portion visible to the public can be seen from Poplar Hill Road. That side is 3" old picket fence with chicken
wire and Is partially collapsed from slorm damage. "THe Tence 15 nol Compnant with currernt pool sarsty™——— ™
“TEHITETTSnTS,

b. Ganeral description of project and its sftact on the historic resource(s), the svironmental setting, s, where applicable, the hissoric district:
Remove existing fence and replace with 5' high Western Red Cedar Fencing with lattice topper (see attached
picture) on North and South sides and 5 high Western Cedar custom lattice fencing with decorative stone base
on East side. New fence will go in same place as existing fefice. Goncrete around pool will BE Tepiacad wWith

" Tlagstone.

2. SIEMAN
Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must inchde:
a  the scale, north srow, and dats;
b. dimensions of sl existing snd propased structures; and
c mumsmumm,mmmmmmmmwmmm

& Schewstic constraction plans, with maiked dimensions, indicating location, size aad genersl of walls, window and door opsnings,
fixad teatures of both the existing resaurceds) and the propasad wark, e o other

b. mmmmmm&mmmmnmammmmmm
AN misterialy snd ficiures proposed for the extetior must be notad on the slevations ings. An sxisti .
s ol on drawings. Witting and a proposad elevation drawing of sach

4. MATERMLY SPECIAICATIONS
wmdmmmmmwmhnmummmmmummm
5 EMOTOGHAPiS

& Claarly isbated photographic prints of sach facads of existi inchudi
by existing resource, includineg deteils of the affacted portions. All labals should be placed on the

L. Ciearly label photographic: prints of the viewed fom the j
— . TRSIUNCH 8% pubile right-of-way and of the adjoiniog properties. All insbale should be placed on

6. JREE SUMEY

ummmmmm.qmwwwmmwnuwmrwmmmmmm.qummm
must fils an sccurste te survey identifying the size, location, and species of each troe of at lesst that dimension, .

For AL, projects, provide sn accursce list of adjacent and controsting groperty cwners inct tenants}, i St i T
should include the swners of all lots or parcels which adioin the in fiainms, addresses, codes.
the stresthighway fiom the parcel in question. Adjoin the parcel in question, as well 3 the ovnerls) of lotis} o parcel{s) which lie directly acress

PLEASE PRINT {IM BLUE OR BLACK [NI) OR TYPE THES INFORMATICN OM THE FOLEQWING PAGE.
msmwnmmmummmm»mmnnwmnmvmmmm
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners] .

Owner’s mailing address Owner’s Agent’s mailing address

Steve and Amy Kurtenbach
14820 Kelley Farm Drive
Germaniown, MD 20874

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses

Rengin and Arugun Gorener
Bryan and Alexa Renehan

15000 Poplar Hill Road AL o y

Germantown, MD 20874 4814 Kelley Farm Drive
Germantown, MD 20874

Ahmad Kilani -

14900 Poplar Hiil Road William Roberls.

Germantown, MD 20874 15010 Poplar Hill Road
Germantown, MD 20874

John and Sandra Lillywhite
14824 Kelley Farm Drive
Germantown, MD 20874
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

Applicant:

Detail: Front of primary residence on property. Norh fence ling can be seen to the left of the house

in this picture but is not visible from the street.

Deta“:_ﬁugsi_mnse and fence - showing proximity to primary_house.

Kurtenbach

Page: 4
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (dupiicate as needed)

Detail:__Inside pool area - showing fence on south side,

Detail: _ Fence around pool as seen from backyard of primary house.

Applicant;__ Kurenbach Page: 5
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Materials to be Used:
Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

Detajl:  Fence to be used on North and South sides

Detail:__Eence to be used on Eas side

Kurtenbach

Applicant: Page: *
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Materials to be Used:
Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

Detail: Arbor Entrance fo pool area to be centered on North fence line.

Detail: 2' stone base (without pillars) on East fence line to adjust for lower elevation.

Applicant:  Kurtenbach Page:7_
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Materials to be Used:
Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

Detail: Example of flagstone to be used around pool.

Detail;

Applicant;  Kurtenbach

Page:_8
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Site Plan
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Applicant: Kurtenbach

Page:_9
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Site Plan

48.5' Fence Line
o Enisting and New
Existing Pool House
2y
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i
245"
Concrete - to be converted to Flagstone
£ . North
68’ Ezisting Pool
104
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20
Property Line
Shade portion to indicate North
Applicant: Kurtenbach Page: 10
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