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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

Address: 11530 S. Glen Rd., Potomac Meeting Date:  6/26/2019

Resource: Master Plan Site #29/03 Report Date: 6/19/2019
Glen Store and Post Office

Applicant: Roya Pilcher Public Notice:  6/12/2019

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a

Case Number: 29/03-19A Staff: Dan Bruechert

Proposal: Accessory Structure Construction (Treehouse)

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Individially Listed Master Plan Site #29/03 (Glen Store and Post Office)
STYLE: Folk Victorian
DATE: €.1940

From Places from the Past:

The Glen Store and Post Office is a fine example of a rural, commercial structure with residential
quarters dating from the Victorian era. The building, located near the Watts branch, is the only
survivor of the Glen community, which was concentrated around a saw and gristmill, and
established in the early 1800s.

According to tradition, the store was built in the late 1890s for George Fountain Peters,
know as Fountain, and his wife Annie Trevey Peters who are said to have settled here sometime
after their marriage in October 1894. Fountain’s mother, Lucy J Peters, had acquired the Glen
Mill and 86 acres in 1884. His father apparently was W. T. Peters who died in 1887, shortly
after moving here from Frederick County.

A journalist described Fountain Peters in March 1900 as a “new merchant” with a
“flourishing business.” The store accommodated the community post office. In 1892, Lucy
Peters was named postmaster of the Glen Post Office. The post office operated until 1902, and
the store until 1937. The Peters Family finally sold the property in 1957,

The traditional side-gable form of the Glen Store makes it indistinguishable from
dwelling houses built through the late 1800s. The building form reflects the rural context of the
store building. In contrast, the shed roof building form of the Perry Store in Potomac Village,
dating from the same era, was modern in its day and announced its commercial function. The
frame Glen Store has a full-width porch and features a central gable dormer with a diamond-
shaped pane.



Figure 1: The Glen Store ad Post Office largely maintains its rural context. The star identifies the location of the proposed tree
house.

PROPOSAL
The applicant proposes to construct a tree house on the property.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

Proposed alterations to individual Master Plan Sites are reviewed under Montgomery County
Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation. Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or
features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to
such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and
requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or
historic resource within an historic district; or
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical,



archeological, architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in
which an historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the
achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of
distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that
characterize a property will be avoided.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work
shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials,
features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property
and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic
property and its environment would be unimpaired.

STAFE DISCUSSION

The applicant proposes to construct a tree house to the rear of the historic Glen Store and Post
Office. Staff finds that the proposal will not have a significant impact on the historic character of
the resource or surrounding site and recommends approval.

The proposed structure will be constructed around a 3’ (three foot) d.b.h. beech tree to the rear of
the historic house. The structure will be constructed out of dimensional lumber with a metal gable
roof, and sections of cedar siding; with knee braces off the tree. The structure will be 22’ (twenty-
two feet) from grade to the top of the roof ridge, by 15’ (fifteen-feet) wide, by 27’ (twenty-seven
feet) long.

Staff finds that the proposal will not alter any historic features of the property (per 24A-8(b)(1) and
Standard 9) and that its construction will not impair the historic integrity of the historic site
(Standard 10). Staff supports approval of this HAWP.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application; as being consistent with
Chapter 24A-8 and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation; and with the
general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will present 3
permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for
permits (if applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting
Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field
Services Office at 240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks
following completion of work.



q2¢24Y

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301/563-3400

APPLICATION FOR

HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT
‘ coacrme: MATT PHLHER

-
Contact Emaile Lo

Daytime Phons No.: '2-97/‘?3“[ _Fq.q"
Tax Account Ne.: Ql§ "[01 (a/?

Nama st Property e RONA: DAL MER, Do Pranae; 61D Z4F ~ SOT o
mjrls'é‘;?.&ﬁu—‘\l 2D EOTOM, MD 20854

Zp Code
comncor:_ TRE €100 BYILOER § Mosete: 302 - 391~ 0622
Cantractor Registration He.: 1/ N\\f‘ !:[Lg)f&? b'u?.‘c\(f‘.( net
apeiorowo: _JOE. N AVWPHIN Deyions Phone tie: 507 ~ 38| -6 62 ),

(ORI OF NP

Howsa wmoee:_ 11 S 20 St S, &lted RD
twntity: T OTH MAC Nowmttouswe (QUEN 2D

Lot Biock: Subdivision: __ 15 LD p bL%( L¥
Liber: Folio; Parcal:

[YPE OF PERNNT ACTION ARE UE

A CHECKALL APPLICABLE: CHECK AL APPUCABSE:

B cominct  Gomnd (3 AeRenvase TIM S O Room Adéition (I Porch (J Deck [ Shed
0 Move Ol ] WrackRam (] Solwr [ Frepiece [ Woodburning Stove O Sigle Family
O Revision ) Repair ) Hovocable. O foxcatielcomphmSocions) D0t T REE MOJSE

18. Consiruction cost estimets:  § 2-'7'. oDp

1C. H this is s revision of & previously appreveed sctive parmil, see Parmit #

ZA.  Type of sowage disposa: 01 0] wsse 02 3 Sepuic 03 8 Gther: A
20, Type of wetsr supply: 01 (J wsst 02 O wet 0 ® v N

-

A, Height fant nches
38, lmmmmmm«mnwhmummmdhmmm:

13 On party lie/proparty lins 13 Entirely on land of cvwner {0 On publhc ngit of wary/sesement
;mmm:mmmmmmmmmmwbmwm«mmmwmmmm
approved by si % lwmwmm“mmhnmﬁmwthdesM

) 5 / I‘i/ 2019
S-‘wmd);( fsunharized epemt I v lnm '
Apptication/Pemwt No.: Datw Filed: Dade issved:
Eckt 6721799 FOR |



& Desctiotion of mxisting structurets] snd snvirnmental satting, inchuding Sheir historical festirss and significance:
CONISTRUCTIO A) OF b TREL HDUSE ADIAACENT TO

Ll TREE [0 EAR D THE

PrLPiaTy

b. General dezcription of project and its effect on the historic resourcels), the smvirsrsnental setting, and, whers applicable, the historic district
TREE Mo UL (L. BE. MALE OF n/aTirist

ATEANACS, [NV IKG LUMBEE, CEQAR S)DINé
AUD_ 4 GLACK pMeral  RoOF,

Z. STEPLAN
shmwmmum%mmmﬂtmmmmm
o the scale, north sew, and dats;
b. dimensions of o existing and propesed structures; and
c mmm-mmmmmmmmmmm

& Mmmmmmmmﬁammmmwdmmwmmmm
fotets fentures of both the existing resourcela) and the praposed work.
0. Ehvmmmhmmmmmmmwuhmmmmmmmm

umumwuummmhmuummmmmuammmdm
MMWNMMBM

4. MATERALE SPECIEICATMONS

wmammmmmvmhmmdmmmmmumuumm
dasign drawings,

5. EHOTOGRAPHS

L MMMMMMM“WM MMthMMHMMMmm
front of photagrapha.

b. MwmmdhmaMMhMMMdhmmuuﬂMhMm
tha-front-of phitographe,

6. IBEE SURVEY

umaemmmmumurwim‘mmMmmdwmi'wmhmwlnmmrthmmnm.m
mmmmmmmmmmwmdmmdummm

Hmm.uﬁhnmhdmum”ﬂm{mmm“mnubcudu.milu
Mmﬂ-mdibaum%mmmhwnﬂouum-hmnMMS]UM'MHMW
the stresthighway from the parcel in question,

PLEASE PRINT [N BLUE OR BLACK (XX} ON TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GULDES OF THE TEMPLATE, AR TISS WILL B PHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY ONTO MAILING LARELS.

5



£ Z
N
Shade portion tgdndicate North

applicant. P ILCNER_ Page: -
6




PILCHER TREEHOUSE APPLICATION. 11530 S. GLEN RD, POTOMAC, MD, 20854

SITE MAP. PAGE 2.
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PILCHER TREEHOUSE APPLICATION. 11530 S. GLEN RD, POTOMAC, MD, 20854

5. PHOTOGRAPHS
5.a. EACH FACADE OF EXISTING RESOURCE

i B AT e ?,-r:u"_!:" ‘_ Rer, i
PROPOSED TREEHOUSE SITE FAICNG NORTH.
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PILCHER TREEHOUSE APPLICATION. 11530 S. GLEN RD, POTOMAC, MD, 203854

ROPOSED TREEHOUSE SITE FACING EAST
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PILCHER TREEHOUSE APPLICATION. 11530 S. GLEN RD, POTOMAC, MD, 20854
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PILCHER TREEHOUSE APPLICATION. 11530 S. GLEN RD, POTOMAC, MD, 20854

5.b. RESOURCE AS VIEWED FROM PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AND ADJOINING
PROPERTIES

”””””f“”"::l' "!Hll
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S DENSE FOLIAGE OBSTRUCTS VIEW OF THE PROPOSED TREEHOUSE
SITE FROM §. GLEN RD.
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PILCHER TREEHOUSE APPLICATION. 11530 S. GLEN RD, POTOMAC, MD, 20854

da o > B : ‘l:\":- e e By i :
®VIEW OF PROPOSED SITE FROM DRIVEWAY ENTRANCE OF ADJACENT PROPERTY: 11540 S. GLEN RD. VIEW OF
A sTHE PROPOSED TREEHOUSE SITE 1S BLO! BY LAND FORMATIONS. STRUCTURES. AND DENSE FOLIAGE.
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‘W OF THE PROPOSED TREEHOUSE SITE FROM PROPERTY LINE OF ADJACENT PROPERTY: 11540 S.
LEN RD. VIEW OF PROPOSED TREEHOUSE SITE IS BLOCKED BY DENSE FOLIAGE. THE ACTUAL
SIDENCE AT 11540 S. GLEN RD IS APPROXIMATELY 75 YARDS FURTHER BACK IN THE WOODS FROM
[IS SITE.

%
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PILCHER TREEHOUSE APPLICATION. 11530 S. GLEN RD, POTOMAC, MD, 20854

X J B 4 ."
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[PROPOSED TREEHOUSE SITE IS PARTIALLY VISIBLE FROM PROPERTY LINE OF ADJACENT © LOT
AYNE E. PETERS). THIS REPRESENTS THE BEST VIEW OF THE PROPOSED TREEHOUSE FROM THE

A DJACENT LOT. THE ADJACENT PROPERTY 18 COMPLETELY WOODED: FURTHER BACK. THE VIEW OF THERS
[PROPOSED SITE IS OBSTRCUTED BY HEAVY FOLIAGE. .
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6. TREE SURVEY

The proposed trechouse is to be built around a large beech tree in the rear of the property. The
tree is approximately 32” in diameter and 80 - 100" high. The property owner hired consulting
arborist Lewis Bloch (RCA #297) to inspect the tree; he assessed the tree to be “as solid as they
come” and in excellent health.
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner’s mailing address

[[§30 S GLen RDP

FoTomat, mp
208Y

Owner’s Agent’s mailing address

VS 30 S GLEN RD
PojomAac , M9
Zozrzj

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses

IS0 £ GLeay RD

poToma , m

Logs™Y (’#ért;/s mT)

KIEL

WACANT L g T
(WAYNAE B PETeRS

[IST0 S aled RD
FeTomac , mn 208579
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