
I.O

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 5417 Mohican Rd., Bethesda Meeting Date: 6/12/2019 

Resource: Master Plan Site 35/29-2 Report Date: 6/5/2019 

R.A. Charles Castle 

Applicant: Jian-Li Yang and Jie Cao Public Notice: 5/29/2019 

Ross McNair, Agent 

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a 

Case Number: 35/29-19A Staff: Dan Bruechert  

Proposal: Revision – Accessory Structure Construction 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION   

Staff recommends the HPC approve with one condition the HAWP application: 

1. The north side of the proposed accessory structure should be partially screened with

vegetation.  Plans showing this condition need to be submitted for review and approval

prior to permitting with final approval authority delegated to Staff.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Individual Master Plan Site (35/29-2) 

STYLE: Queen Anne 

DATE: 1883 

From Places from the Past: 

“This residence was built the same years as the more elaborate and larger scale Baltzley Castle, 

yet was also built of locally quarried stone, continuing the theme envisioned Rhineland on the 

Potomac.  Both residences were built to take advantage of a dramatic view of the Potomac River.  

With its multi and diamond pane windows, hipped roof and polygonal wing, and turned porch 

posts, the Charles Castle is essentially a Queen Anne style house sheathed in stone.  R.A. 

Charles, an employee of the Treasury Department, bought land from Edward Baltzley in 

February 1890 and built the house soon thereafter.  The Manufacture’s Record of 1891 stated 

that Mindeleff designed a Glen Echo Heights house for Edwin Baltzley for $7,000.” 

In 2015, the HPC approved the demolition of a non-historic garage and the construction of a new 

garage, fencing, and paving at the rear of the R.A. Charles Castle. 
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Figure 1: The R.A. Charles Castle sits to the southeast of the larger Baltzley Castle. 

PROPOSAL 

The applicant proposes to change the location of the previously approved garage. 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

Proposed alterations to individual Master Plan Sites are reviewed under Montgomery County 

Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

(the Standards).  Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible 

use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or 

features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.  The pertinent information 

in these documents is outlined below. 

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and 

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:  

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or

historic resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an

historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of

the purposes of this chapter;
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Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that 

characterize a property will be avoided. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work 

shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, 

features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property 

and its environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 

property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

On December 2, 2015, the HPC approved a HAWP for work at the R.A. Castle (attached) that 

included the demolition of a c.1970s non-historic garage, the construction of a new garage on the 

site, fence construction, and new hardscaping.  The proposed 1 ½ story, three-car garage was to 

be located to the southeast of the house, with a rubble-stone water table veneer, clad in fiber-

cement siding in a 5 ½” reveal, with wood trim details, with an asphalt shingle roof, and a 

parking pad constructed of cobblestones.   The half-story above will be accessed by an exterior 

set of wood stairs.  The 2015 HAWP found that the proposed “materials, features, size, scale, 

and massing of the proposed garage are compatible with the R.A. Charles Castle” and “the 

garage is appropriately sited with relation to the historic resource, the driveway and parking pad 

are compatibly designed.” 

 

The applicant proposes changing the location of the garage southeast of the house to the 

northwest.  The change in location will also require rotating the garage by 90˚.  
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Figure 2: partial site plan showing the approved and proposed location for a three-car garage at 5417 Mohican Rd. 

As the design of the building was already approved by the HPC, Staff is only evaluating the 

impact the new location and reorientation will have on the R.A. Charles Castle and its associated 

environmental setting.  The new proposed location is now further away from the historic 

resource at the location where the non-historic garage was demolished following the approval of 

the 2015 HAWP. The new garage will meet the current zoning ordinance requirements of a 15’ 

(fifteen foot) side setback .  Staff recognizes that that the grade will rise approximately 5’ (five 

feet) from the rear of the Charles Castle to the proposed garage site.  However, the Mohican 

façade is a secondary elevation in terms of the level of detail and prominence.  The applicant has 

notified Staff that because this is a “pass-through lot” with frontage on two streets, the zoning 

inspectors consider the Mohican elevation to be the “front” for purposes of accessory building 

placement.  A variance will be required to place any structure between the house and Mohican 

Rd.   
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Figure 3: This detail of the 2015 aerial photograph shows the location of the now demolished non-historic garage. 

 

Staff finds that this change in location will not adversely impact the historic character of the 

resource.  However, Staff also finds that some vegetative screening on the north side of the 

structure would minimize the impact of the new structure from the public right-of-way and 

recommends conditioning approval on undertaking some plant screening between the garage and 

Mohican Rd.  Staff supports approval of the proposed building location, with the identified 

condition,under the same rationale as the 2015 HAWP approval, 24A-8(b)(2) and Standards 9 

and 10. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve with one condition the HAWP application: 

1. The north side of the proposed accessory structure should be partially screened with 

vegetation.  Plans showing this condition need to be submitted for review and approval 

prior to permitting with final approval authority delegated to Staff;  

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will 

present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for 

permits (if applicable).  After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting 

Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field 
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Services Office at 240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks 

following completion of work.  
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