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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 16401 Old River Rd., Poolesville Meeting Date: 6/12/2019 

Resource: Master Plan Site #17/61 Report Date: 6/5/2019 

Upton Darby House 

Applicant: M-NCPPC Public Notice: 5/29/2019 

Montgomery Parks

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a 

Case Number: 17/61-19B Staff: Dan Bruechert 

Proposal: Roof Replacement 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Individially Listed Master Plan Site #17/61 (Upton Darby House) 

STYLE: Greek Revival 

DATE: c.1855 w/ later modifications

From Places from the Past: 

The Upton Darby House is highly representative of the Seneca community which thrived in the 

second half of the 1800s.  The center-hall, one-room deep house is traditional in form with Greek 

Revival style doorway, transom, and skylights and 6/6 sash windows on the second level.  More 

representative of the Victorian era are long 2/2 sash windows on the first level, elaborate scroll 

brackets on the porch, and bracketed one-story bay window on the east side…  

John and Upton Darby, of Franklin County, Pennsylvania built the dwelling in 1855.  The 

father and son team owned and operated the Seneca Mills, a milling complex with origins in the 

late 1700s, located at the intersection of River Road and Tschiffely Mill Road.  In 1900, 

Frederick Allnut purchased the residence, living here while he operated the adjacent general 

store.  Outbuildings include a stone springhouse and tow-story frame stable, built in 1900.   
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Figure 1: The Upton Darby House is adjacent to the Seneca Store Master Plan Historic Site.  

PROPOSAL 

 

The applicant proposes to replace the farmhouse roof. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

 

Proposed alterations to individual Master Plan Sites are reviewed under Montgomery County 

Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation.  Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible 

use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or 

features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values. 

 

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation  

 (b)     The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to 

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and 

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:            
(1)     The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or 

historic resource within an historic district; or 

(2)     The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, 

archeological, architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in 

which an historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the 

achievement of the purposes of this chapter; 

 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of 
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distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that 

characterize a property will be avoided. 

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of 

craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work 

shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, 

features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property 

and its environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 

property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 

 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

 

The applicant proposes to remove the existing, failing, standing seam metal roof and replace it 

with a copper metal roof.  Staff finds that this roof, while a higher quality than the historic tern or 

galvanized roof, is an appropriate material and supports approval of this HAWP. 

 

The existing standing seam metal roof is failing and has deteriorated beyond repair.  Staff finds 

that the removal of this roof is appropriate under Standard 2. 

 

The proposed roof is a 1” (one-inch) double lock standing seam roof in copper.  The proposed 

copper roof is a significantly higher quality than the standing seam metal roof.  The advantages of 

the copper roof are many, including less cyclical maintenance, the new roof won’t rust or corrode, 

and will more closely match the profile of the existing roof, which wouldn’t be the case with a new 

roof system.  The copper’s highly reflective appearance will dull to a green patina which will 

create an appearance more in keeping with the dull painted surface currently on the roof.  

Additionally, while the HPC does not regulate color, the patinaed copper’s appearance will be 

similar to the painted green of the extant, failing roof. 

 

Staff finds that the proposed roof is an appropriate material, design, and finish to be compatible 

with the historic house while retaining the historic character (per 24A-8(b)(2) and Standard 2).  

Staff recommends approval of this HAWP. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application; as being consistent with 

Chapter 24A-8 and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation; and with the 

general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will present 3 

permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for 

permits (if applicable).  After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting 

Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field 

Services Office at 240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks 

following completion of work.  
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