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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 11530 S. Glen Rd., Potomac Meeting Date: 6/12/2019 

Resource: Master Plan Site #29/03 Report Date: 6/5/2019 

Glen Store and Post Office 

Applicant: Roya Pilcher Public Notice: 5/29/2019 

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a 

Case Number: 29/03-19A Staff: Dan Bruechert 

Proposal: Accessory Structure Construction (Treehouse) 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Individially Listed Master Plan Site #29/03 (Glen Store and Post Office) 

STYLE: Folk Victorian 

DATE: c.1940

From Places from the Past: 

The Glen Store and Post Office is a fine example of a rural, commercial structure with residential 

quarters dating from the Victorian era.  The building, located near the Watts branch, is the only 

survivor of the Glen community, which was concentrated around a saw and gristmill, and 

established in the early 1800s.   

According to tradition, the store was built in the late 1890s for George Fountain Peters, 

know as Fountain, and his wife Annie Trevey Peters who are said to have settled here sometime 

after their marriage in October 1894.  Fountain’s mother, Lucy J Peters, had acquired the Glen 

Mill and 86 acres in 1884.  His father apparently was W. T. Peters who died in 1887, shortly 

after moving here from Frederick County. 

A journalist described Fountain Peters in March 1900 as a “new merchant” with a 

“flourishing business.”  The store accommodated the community post office.  In 1892, Lucy 

Peters was named postmaster of the Glen Post Office.  The post office operated until 1902, and 

the store until 1937.  The Peters Family finally sold the property in 1957. 

The traditional side-gable form of the Glen Store makes it indistinguishable from 

dwelling houses built through the late 1800s.  The building form reflects the rural context of the 

store building.  In contrast, the shed roof building form of the Perry Store in Potomac Village, 

dating from the same era, was modern in its day and announced its commercial function.  The 

frame Glen Store has a full-width porch and features a central gable dormer with a diamond-

shaped pane. 

1



I.I 

 

 
Figure 1: The Glen Store and Post Office largely maintains its rural context.  The star identifies the location of the proposed tree 

house. 

PROPOSAL 

 

The applicant proposes to construct a tree house on the property. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

 

Proposed alterations to individual Master Plan Sites are reviewed under Montgomery County 

Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation.  Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible 

use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or 

features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values. 

 

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation  

 (b)     The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to 

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and 

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:            
(1)     The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or 

historic resource within an historic district; or 

(2)     The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, 
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archeological, architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in 

which an historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the 

achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or 

 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that 

characterize a property will be avoided. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work 

shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, 

features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property 

and its environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 

property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 

 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

 

The applicant proposes to construct a tree house to the rear of the historic Glen Store and Post 

Office.  Staff finds that the proposal will not have a significant impact on the historic character of 

the resource or surrounding site and recommends approval.  

 

The proposed structure will be constructed around a 3’ (three foot) d.b.h. beech tree to the rear of 

the historic house.  The structure will be constructed out of dimensional lumber with a metal gable 

roof, and sections of cedar siding; with knee braces off the tree.  The structure will be 22’ (twenty-

two feet) from grade to the top of the roof ridge, by 15’ (fifteen-feet) wide, by 27’ (twenty-seven 

feet) long.  

 

Staff finds that the proposal will not alter any historic features of the property (per 24A-8(b)(1) and 

Standard 9) and that its construction will not impair the historic integrity of the historic site 

(Standard 10).  Staff supports approval of this HAWP. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application; as being consistent with 

Chapter 24A-8 and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation; and with the 

general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will present 3 

permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for 

permits (if applicable).  After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting 

Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field 

Services Office at 240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks 

following completion of work.  
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