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Preliminary Consultation 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 7340 Westlake Ter., Bethesda Meeting Date: 5/7/2019 

Resource: Master Plan Site #29-16 Report Date: 4/30/2019 

Locust Grove I (Samuel Magruder House) 

Applicant: 1788/CAP 10 MD, LLC Public Notice: 4/23/2019 

Review: Preliminary Consultation Tax Credit: Partial 

PROPOSAL: Demolition and New Construction Staff: Dan Bruechert 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the applicant tailor their proposal to the comments and return for a second 

preliminary consultation when a tenant is identified. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Individially Listed Master Plan Site #29-16 (Samuel Magruder House) 

STYLE: Federal 

DATE: c.1773 and 1973

From Places from the Past:  

“Locust Grove was substantially larger than most houses of its era. William Wirt, who later 

became U.S. Attorney General, was a boarder at Locust Grove in 1783 and described the house 

as “a mansion,” being “a large two-story brick house.” Five bays wide, the substantial house 

features Flemish bond brick, a belt course above the first story, and double end chimneys. As 

originally built, each floor of the center hall plan had four rooms. Most of the interior woodwork 

dates from 1890s renovations. A massive stone and brick chimney on the kitchen wing may 

predate the main block.  

Samuel Wade Magruder inherited the land in 1751 and built Locust Grove between 1773 

and 1781. Magruder was a significant figure in the political life of the county through the late 

1700s. He was lieutenant in the colonial militia in the 1750s, and during the Revolution served 

first as a captain and later a major in the Maryland militia. Magruder was one of the first justices 

to sit on the County Court, after Montgomery County was formed, serving from 1777 to 1790. 

Now located near Montgomery Mall, the house has been converted to commercial use. In 1985, a 

branch of Chevy Chase Savings and Loan opened on site.” 

There is a non-historic bank teller building (c. 1973) 200’ from Magruder House. 
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III.B. 

 

 
Figure 1: The historic Magruder house is located at the western edge of the lot and the non-historic teller building is located at 

the corner of Westlake Terrace and Westlake Dr. (lot line bolded for emphasis).  

PROPOSAL 

 

The applicant proposes demolishing the 1973 bank and teller building and constructing a new 

bank in the same location.   

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

 

Proposed alterations to individual Master Plan Sites are reviewed under Montgomery County 

Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation.  Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible 

use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or 

features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values. 

 

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation  

 (b)     The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to 

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and 

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:            
(1)     The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or 

historic resource within an historic district; or 

(2)     The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, 

archeological, architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in 

which an historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the 
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achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or 

(6)     In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic 

resource located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use 

and benefit of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by 

granting the permit. 

(c) It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 

period or architectural style. 

 (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.) 

 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that 

characterize a property will be avoided. 

8. Archaeological resources will be protected and preserved in place.  If such resources 

must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work 

shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, 

features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property 

and its environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 

property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 

 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

 

The plans presented by the applicant are conceptual only and the applicant seeks feedback on the 

appropriateness and compatibility of the size, scale, massing, and materials for a replacement bank 

building in the northeast corner of the subject lot.  Additionally, the applicant seeks feedback as to 

the appropriateness of demolishing the non-historic bank building.  Note: the property is identified 

as both ‘Locust Grove’ and the ‘Samuel Magruder House.’  For consistency sake, Staff identifies 

the historic property as the Magruder house throughout this Staff Report. 

 

Building Demolition 

 

The current teller building was constructed in the early 1970s in the northeast corner of the lot 

about 200’ (two hundred feet) from the historic Magruder house.  The teller building is constructed 

out of red brick, with a half-hipped coper roof, with a metal drive-through canopy.  The applicant 

proposes demolishing this building.  It is not historic and will not have an impact on the historic 

Magruder House or the environmental setting or historic viewshed.  Staff would support the 

demolition of this building when a HAWP is submitted.   

 

New Construction 

 

The design of the new construction is largely dependent on the bank the property owner secures 
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for the new building.  Most commercial banks use architecture as one of the methods of brand 

identification.   

 

The applicant proposes constructing a new bank building in approximately the new location as the 

existing bank building.  The approximate dimensions of the proposal call for a maximum of 58’ × 

35’ (fifty-eight feet by thirty-five feet), nearly double the size of the existing teller building with a 

maximum height of 22’ (twenty-two feet) (10” (ten inches) shorter than the existing building).  

The current configuration of the teller building has three drive-through lanes.  The new proposal 

only calls for two.  Staff finds that the placement of the proposed building is as far removed from 

the Magruder house as can be accommodate.  Staff finds that the general footprint of the proposed 

new construction would not detract from the historic site, however, steps need to be taken to soften 

the edges of the proposal to more effectively break up the massing of the new structure.  The 

projecting entrance and canopy shown in the renderings is an example of one method of breaking 

up the massing of new construction on the site.  Staff also finds that the height of the proposal is 

not so tall as to overwhelm the historic Magruder house, but does have some concerns about the 

large expanse of the flat roof that could make the building appear boxy.   

 

Staff has two recommends for the roof form of the new bank building.  First, the new roof could 

match the pitch of the Magruder House’s side-gable roof.  This would be a design element that tied 

the new construction to the historic. Staff’s second recommendation is contingent on the HPC 

determining that a contemporary design is appropriate, Staff recommends breaking up the massing, 

by either using a clerestory or integrating a pitched roof. 

 

The two outstanding issues are the architectural design and massing of the proposed bank building.  

The concept proposal submitted for this preliminary consultation is a contemporary structure with 

a flat roof and brick, metal, and glass walls.  The applicant relayed to Staff that many bank 

companies would be reluctant to utilize red brick as that is typically associated with Capital One 

Bank.  Nonetheless, Staff finds that using expansive use of red brick would be the most effective 

method of tying the new construction to the historic Magruder house. Use of this material has 

allowed the existing bank teller building to read as a compatible feature of this historic site though 

it is clearly a modern structure.  

 

Staff finds that if the applicant and their tenant are reluctant to use red brick, there may be other 

methods that to effectively tie the new construction to the historic Magruder house.  For example, 

a new building that mirrors the form of the Magruder house in a smaller scale may be appropriate, 

provided the other details and materials were compatible. 

 

Staff request the HPC provide feedback regarding the appropriateness of: 

• The size and mass of the proposed new construction 

• Material recommendations 

• Design/architectural compatibility 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends the applicant tailor their proposal to the comments and return for a second 

preliminary consultation when a tenant is identified. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

ADDRESS: 

7340 WESTLAKE TERRACE, BETHESDA MD 

ZONING MAP

SCOPE OF WORK:

THE PROJECT CONSISTS OF REPLACING 
THE EXISTING ATM STRUCTURE AND 
DRIVE THROUGH CANOPY WITH A NEW 
APPROXIMATELY 2,000 SQUARE FOOT ONE-
STORY BANK BUILDING WITH ATTACHED 
DRIVE-THROUGH CANOPY.  THE NEW BANK 
BUILDING WITH DRIVE-THROUGH CANOPY 
WILL BE LOCATED IN APPROXIMATELY 
THE SAME LOCATION AS THE EXISTING 
BANK BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTED 
TO APPROXIMATELY THE SAME HEIGHT.  
NO EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS ARE 
PROPOSED TO BE MADE TO THE EXISTING 
MAGRUDER HOUSE OR OTHER AREAS OF 
THE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING.

R-30

SITE
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1/16”=1’-0”

NORTH ELEVATION
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CONCEPTUAL
ELEVATIONS

Note: For conceptual illustration only.  Design, dimensions, colors, 
materials, and the location and sizes of signs and doors are subject to 
change.
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SCALE: 1/16”=1’-0” APPROXIMATE SCALE: 1/16”=1’-0”

1/32”=1’-0”

±22’-0”

±33’-0”

EAST ELEVATION

WESTLAKE TERRACE STREET ELEVATION NOTE: GRADING AND LANDSCAPING FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY

MAGRUDER HOUSE FRONT ELEVATION

ELEVATION
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Note: For conceptual illustration only.  Design, dimensions, 
colors, materials, and the location and sizes of signs 
and doors are subject to change.  Landscaping shown is 
intended to illustrate existing conditions.
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Note: For conceptual illustration only.  Design, dimensions, 
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Note: For conceptual illustration only.  Design, dimensions, 
colors, materials, and the location and sizes of signs 
and doors are subject to change.  Landscaping shown is 
intended to illustrate existing conditions.

34



7340 Westlake Terrace
Bethesda, Maryland

HPC HAWP 
PRELIMINARY 
CONSULTATION
PAGE 17

4.19.2019
19029.00

1788/CAP 10 MD, LLC

Note: For conceptual illustration only.  Design, dimensions, 
colors, materials, and the location and sizes of signs 
and doors are subject to change.  Landscaping shown is 
intended to illustrate existing conditions.
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Note: For conceptual illustration only.  Design, dimensions, 
colors, materials, and the location and sizes of signs 
and doors are subject to change.  Landscaping shown is 
intended to illustrate existing conditions.
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Note: For conceptual illustration only.  Design, dimensions, 
colors, materials, and the location and sizes of signs 
and doors are subject to change.  Landscaping shown is 
intended to illustrate existing conditions.
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Note: For conceptual illustration only.  Design, dimensions, 
colors, materials, and the location and sizes of signs 
and doors are subject to change.  Landscaping shown is 
intended to illustrate existing conditions.
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Note: For conceptual illustration only.  Design, dimensions, 
colors, materials, and the location and sizes of signs 
and doors are subject to change.  Landscaping shown is 
intended to illustrate existing conditions.
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Note: For conceptual illustration only.  Design, dimensions, 
colors, materials, and the location and sizes of signs 
and doors are subject to change.  Landscaping shown is 
intended to illustrate existing conditions.
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B-1
BRICK: RED/BROWN

M-1
METAL: CLEAR ANODIZED

SP-1
SPANDREL GLASS

BS-1
BRICK: RED/BROWN SOLDIER

MP-1
METAL PANEL: CLEAR ANODIZED

CONCEPTUAL
MATERIALS

Note: For conceptual illustration only.  
Materials subject to change or substitution. 
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