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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 9922 Falls Rd., Potomac Meeting Date: 5/7/2019 

Resource: Master Plan Site 29/8-1 Report Date: 4/30/2019 

Edgar Perry House 

Applicant: T-C Potomac Promenade, LLC Public Notice: 4/23/2019 

Elizabeth Rogers, Agent

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a 

Case Number: 29/08-19A Staff: Dan Bruechert  

Proposal: ADA Modifications and new signage 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION   

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Individual Master Plan Site (29/8-1) Edgar Perry House 

STYLE: Eclectic  

DATE: 1902 

From Places from the Past: 

“The Edgar Perry House is one of two historic buildings remaining in the center of Potomac 

Village.  An early example of hand-formed concrete block construction, this handsome residence 

was built in 1902 by Potomac merchant Edgar Perry. 

The Edgar Perry House has long been regarded as an attractive and well-constructed 

residence.  In 1919, a journalist described this Potomac house as “one of the best and most 

substantial [houses] in that part of Montgomery County.”  The concrete blocks were made from 

sand hauled by horse-drawn wagon from Watts Branch, near Glen Mill.  Each block was 

individually screened and hand-formed.  Because of the slow and painstaking method, the 

building took about a year to complete.   

Perry had been employed in the family business, the Perry Store, since the age of 14 

when his father died.  Edgar Reed Perry was born May 3, 1871 to Thomas and Marian Perry.  

After a brief partnership with Winfield Offutt, his father built a brick store about 1880 at the 

north west corner of Falls and River Roads.  Thomas Perry died four years later, leaving his wife 

and son Edgar to operate the business.  The life of a storekeeper apparently suite Edgar Perry for 

he continued running the commercial enterprise into his adulthood and after the 1908 death of 
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his mother.  Edger Perry was postmaster of Potomac Village from 1900 to 1914. 

The house was built on 21 acres of land that Perry had purchased in October 1900.  The 

house is believed to have been completed by the close of 1902.  The setting of the house was 

reduced in 1922 when Edgar and his wife Bertha Louis Ball sold the house and 8 ½ acres to a 

cousin.  Since that era the structure has been used for commercial business.” 

There are two non-contributing buildings within the environmental setting of the Edgar Perry 

House, a bank building facing Falls Rd. and a drive-up ATM building with a canopy. 

Figure 1: The Edgar Perry House is located at the southwest corner of the intersection of Falls and River Rd. 

BACKGROUND 

The applicant came before the HPC for a preliminary consultation on February 27, 2019, for 

these proposed alterations and a second phase of development that includes modifications to the 

Edgar Perry House and site alterations.  The feedback for both phases was positive and 

recommended the applicant include additional details and return for a HAWP. 

PROPOSAL 

The applicant proposes work in two areas: 

• ADA access to the non-historic bank building and

• Signage alterations on site.

Edgar Perry House 

Non-historic Bank 

Building 

Non-historic ATM 

2



II.J

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

Proposed alterations to individual Master Plan Sites are reviewed under Montgomery County 

Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

(the Standards).  Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible 

use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or 

features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.  The pertinent information 

in these documents is outlined below. 

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and 

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:  

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or

historic resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an

historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of

the purposes of this chapter; or

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of

distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that

characterize a property will be avoided.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work

shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials,

features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property

and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic

property and its environment would be unimpaired.

STAFF DISCUSSION 

The applicant is planning on undertaking modifications to buildings within the environmental 

setting of the Edgar Perry House.  These specific changes are ADA modifications to the non-

historic bank building and signage modifications on the site.  None of the proposed work will 

directly impact the Edgar Perry House.  Staff finds the proposed work to be appropriate and 

recommends approval of this HAWP. 

ADA Parking and Building Entrance 

The non-historic bank building (identified in the application materials as the “Sandy Spring Bank 

Structure”) lacks an ADA, code-compliant entrance.  The applicant proposes reconfiguring the 

parking lot to include a van-accessible parking space and the construction of a new concrete 

ramp with an aluminum-pipe handrail.  The ramp will provide access to the existing south 
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entrance.  The east entrance shown on the renderings in ‘Exhibit A’ is not proposed at this time.  

The design of the new ramp and railing are consistent with the feedback provided by the HPC at 

the February 27, 2019 preliminary consultation.   

Staff finds that the proposed materials for the ramp and railing are appropriate for this non-

historic building.  Staff additionally finds that these alterations will be so far removed from the 

historic Edgar Perry House that they will not have a visual impact on the historic resource.  Staff 

supports approval of the proposed ADA required modifications under 24A-8(b)(1) and Standard 

9 and 10.   

Signage Alteration 

The applicant proposes to make several changes to signage on site and to introduce some new 

signage.  Many of the signage alterations have to do with changing the occupant of the bank 

building from Sandy Spring Bank to Chase Bank.  The existing pylon signs in front of the bank 

and the directional signage along Falls Road will be re-faced with no other change proposed for 

these signs.   

The applicant proposes two new signs on the site.  One will be an illuminated sign applied 

directly to the façade of the non-historic bank building.  The other proposed signage is 

directional signage that will be applied directly to the existing ATM canopy. 

The building-mounted, illuminated signage will be approximately 24 ft2 (twenty-four square 

feet) and consists of the bank name and the company’s logo.  While this sign would be 

inappropriate on the Edgar Perry House, Staff finds that this is an appropriate sign in this 

location.  First, it is being applied to a non-historic building.  Second, this sign faces east, away 

from the Edgar Perry house, and will not impact the visibility or character of the Edgar Perry 

House.  Finally, Staff finds that this sign is in keeping with the surrounding environment, which 

has evolved into a contemporary shopping area. 

Staff additionally finds that the proposed ATM directional signage will not have a significant 

impact on the site of the Edgar Perry House.  This sign, which is approximately 3ft2 (three 

square feet) will face away from the Edgar Perry House and is on a non-historic structure.   

Staff finds that the ADA alterations and signage will not have a significant impact to the 

environmental setting or historic features of the Edgar Perry House and recommends approval of 

this HAWP. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application; and with the general 

condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will present 3 permit 

sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for permits (if 

applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) 

permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field Services Office at

240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks following

completion of work.
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