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Table 2.05: Neighborhood Connector
Sidewalk Zones

Building Placement

Building Form

Neighborhood Connector
Neighborhood Connectors typically accommodate vehicular 

Use and Main Streets. These streets are predominantly lined by 

curb cuts. Examples of Neighborhood Connectors include Bradley 

outer boundaries of the Downtown Bethesda Plan area.

Intent: Building and sidewalk design along Neighborhood 

F

E

D
A

C
B

32 BETHESDA DOWNTOWN PLAN DESIGN GUIDELINES     JULY 2017

in the Sector Plan aim to create green corridors 

boundaries. 

The canopy corridors align with the recommended 

Guidelines:

A.

green corridors.

B. Use appropriate plant species that will thrive

C. Provide soil volumes for canopy trees of no

the Sector Plan. This volume may be achieved

volumes.

D. Design buildings to allow streets to receive

these corridors.

E.

medians wherever possible.

BATTERY LANE
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above are acceptable if they are 
at least the height of two stories 

    

E. Integrate trees
and vegetated
stormwater
management or
other ESD tools.

D. Limit the height
of the building

individual unit 
entries facing onto 

where possible.

Figure 2.06: 

B. Provide a clear pathway
of at least 8  - 12 feet with

pedestrians and cyclists.

allow sunlight 
into the space.  

28 BETHESDA DOWNTOWN PLAN DESIGN GUIDELINES     JULY 2017

entrances. They should be highlighted through retail that wraps 

considered in these spaces.

such as service alleys.

Trails
The Capital Crescent Trail and North Bethesda Trail are important 

aibarra
Highlight
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buildings develop at or near the property line.

Guidelines:

A.

B.

C. Avoid building towers to the property line

imposing on the pedestrian environment.

Buildings below 120 feet or with limited property 

provide visual interest and are appropriate to the 
context and architecture of the building.

development should aim to achieve the total 

 from the side and rear property 

the side and rear 
property line

street

property line

tower

tower

towertower

base

base

tower

30 BETHESDA DOWNTOWN PLAN DESIGN GUIDELINES     JULY 2017

allow sunlight 
into the space.     

H. Enclosed arcades with
glass above are acceptable if
they are at least the height
of two stories and are clearly

D. Integrate trees
and vegetated
stormwater
management or
other ESD tools.

C. Provide a clear
pathway of at least 8 -

and cyclists.

entrances and 
windows facing onto 
the public space. 

A. Provide upper

outdoor common
areas oriented to

G. Limit vehicular

entries and prevent
cut-through travel

or other design
elements.

of the building 

Figure 2.05: 

INTERNAL SHARED STREET 

D E S I G N  G U I D E L I N E S

aibarra
Highlight
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in building height can reduce the 
imposing massing of several large 

other. 

A. Limit Tower Floor Plate

shadows on the public realm and 

indoor environment.

B. Use Unique Geometry

and helps to reduce the perceived 

Angled and curved facades allow a 
building to be viewed dynamically 

can enhance privacy between towers 

away from nearby windows.

77BETHESDA DOWNTOWN PLAN DESIGN GUIDELINES    JULY 2017

the perceived imposing massing 

F. Limit Apparent Face

The apparent face is the length of 

this length reduces the perceived 

Facades

facades and reduce perceived 

depth to glass facades. 

tower

base
break

Apparent
Face

NORTH TOWERS

D E S I G N  G U I D E L I N E S

aibarra
Highlight

aibarra
Highlight

aibarra
Highlight

aibarra
Highlight
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SITE OPPORTUNITIES

1. PROJECT LOCATION AT THE INTERSECTION OF BATTERY URBAN PARK, BETHESDA TROLLEY TRAIL AND

SOUTH OF NIH CAMPUS PROVIDES A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO CONNECT TO THE PARK,  TRAIL,  NIH

AND SURROUNDING BUILDINGS

2. SEPARATE VEHICULAR AND PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC WITHIN THE SITE MEET AT THE CENTER TO CREATE

A SHARED STREET EXPERIENCE

3. A MULTI  PURPOSE PLAZA BRINGS THE PARK INTO THE SITE AND ENHANCES THE NEIGHBORHOOD

AS A PUBLIC AMENITY SPACE
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1. BUILD TO PROPERTY LINE
AND ALLOWABLE HEIGHT

2. PUSH MASSING IN AND PROVIDE SETBACKS

3. DIVIDE MASSING TO CONNECT TO TRAIL 4. LOWER AND DIVIDE MASSING TO TRANSITION TO
BATTERY LANE, PARK, AND NEIGHBORING BUILDINGS
AND ENHANCE THE PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE

5. ADJUST MASSING FOR UNITS, VIEWS, AND MAXIMUM
SUNLIGHT EXPOSURE
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DESIGN GOALS

1. TRANSPARENCY AND ACTIVE GROUND FLOOR USES AS A MEANS TO ACTIVATE BATTERY LANE AND

CREATE AN INVITING CONNECTION TO THE TROLLEY TRAIL AND GREEN PLAZA SPACE

2. INCLUDE SETBACKS TO CONNECT TO TRAIL AND BATTERY LANE STREETSCAPE,  GIVE A SENSE OF HUMAN

SCALE AND ENHANCE PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE

3. REDUCE BUILDING BULK BY SHIFTING PORTIONS OF THE MASS AND MAKING THE DESIGN MORE DYNAMIC

4. ACKNOWLEDGE AND INTEGRATE WITH THE SURROUNDINGS BY VARYING THE HEIGHTS CREATING A

SENSE OF SCALE AND MAXIMIZING VIEWS FOR THE RESIDENTS
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HEIGHT
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